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A note from the new Chairman 
Doug Rudge 

 

You may be interested to know that you have a new Chairman. After four 

years of service, Martin Drake decided to stand down at the AGM in 

November and I was elected to the office. I would like to thank Martin for his 

excellent contributions while in the chair; thankfully, though, he will continue 

to serve as a Committee member. 

The other change of officer at the AGM was the role of Secretary 

which, after four years of exemplary service, passed from Lesley Clarke to 

Simon Gray. Lesley, too, will remain on the Committee. 

This being my first ‘note’, I thought I would start by telling you a bit 

about myself. I have lived in Seaton for 27 years, having moved here to work 

as Production Manager at the Express Dairy factory in Honiton (which closed 

in 1992). I have been a member of AV&DCS for much of this time and have 

been a committee member for just over five years. A food scientist by 

training, I have always been interested in the natural world. I enjoy scrub 

bashing and regularly volunteer on AV&DCS work parties at Trinity Hill, 

Holyford Woods Colyton Community Woodland and in the Undercliffs (where 

I am often called upon to operate a chainsaw or brush cutter). I am also a 

bird ringer and have been a member of the Axe Estuary Ringing Group since 

just after its formation over ten years ago.  

Having volunteered on work parties for the EDDC Countryside Team 

for many years, I got a job with them in 2010 as Contract Officer where I was 

responsible for putting in most of the facilities at Seaton Wetlands. EDDC 

eventually put me out to grass in March 2014 and I have been ‘retired’ ever 

since, so I now have time to enjoy exploring the local wildlife and countryside 

through Ian Waite’s wonderful birdwatching trips and as a member of the 

local walking group. But enough about me. 

Wonderful news! Our President, Donald Campbell, was awarded an 

MBE for services to conservation in the New Year Honours List. 

Congratulations, Donald – richly deserved! Donald turned 80 in December 

so he has decided to slow down a bit. He will be retiring from the East Devon 
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AONB Partnership Steering Group in September, and I have agreed to 

represent AV&DCS in his stead. 

Donald has also retired from the steering group of the Legacy to 

Landscape (L2L) project with immediate effect. We are fortunate that one of 

our members, Graham Jones, is already actively involved with L2L and has 

agreed to take Donald’s place, and to be co-opted onto the AV&DCS 

Committee in order to further strengthen the relationship between us.  

We have also invited Fran Sinclair to join the Committee as a co-opted 

member. Fran moved to the area relatively recently, but she is proving to be 

an enthusiastic and capable member of the Society. Indeed she has already 

set up a Facebook page for us, which will hopefully help to attract more 

interest from the younger generation. It will also enable us to be more 

proactive in communicating changes in forthcoming events, so be sure to 

‘Follow’ us and ‘Like’ us; search @AxeValeDCS on Facebook. 

Our e-Newsletter is going from strength to strength thanks to Sara 

Loveridge. Use it to get up-to-date news and information about AV&DCS 

and our events; if you would like to receive it, drop us an email from our 

website or Facebook page and you will be added to the distribution list.  

You will notice that two articles in this newsletter are from ‘partner’ 

organisations. The first is an update on the Legacy to Landscape project by 

Ruth Worsley, who spoke so enthusiastically on the subject at our AGM. We 

are proud to have contributed to the funding of this very worthwhile project. 

The other article is from Paul Thrush, Visitor Experience Manager at Seaton 

Jurassic. It may seem strange that we are encouraging him to compete with 

us for volunteers, but I believe we need to support each other for the good of 

the community as a whole. At present, they appeal mainly to the younger 

generation while we appeal mostly to a more mature audience. As we are 

both trying to attract a wider age range, it makes sense to ‘advertise’ each 

other. Their volunteer activities, being less strenuous, may be just what 

some of our members are looking for. 

Finally, there is good news on the Borrow Pit front. We now have 

enough funds in place to surface the path around the pond. Details have yet 

to be confirmed, but we expect to start the work in late June or early July.  



3 

 

Legacy to Landscape project update  
Ruth Worsley 

 
The Legacy to Landscape community heritage project now enters its third 

and final year. Over 1,700 local people have enjoyed the second year’s 

programme of over 30 events, activities and practical conservation events. 

 

Engaging the next generation 

The project focuses very much of reaching new audiences not 

currently engaged with nature. To achieve this, it has successfully worked 

with a number of young people’s groups, including schools, brownies, cubs 

and scouts. It has been delighted to develop its relationship with Shute 

Primary School, who can easily access the ancient trees of the former 

medieval deer park at Woodend Park, which is right on their doorstep along 

with Shute Woods and nearby heritage Turkey oak at Shute House.  

 

Empty Classroom 

Bringing maths alive on the curriculum, students compared trees in these 

different locations, measuring widths and heights as part of ‘All Woods 

Count’ education programme that the project has developed.  

Also in the summer term of 2017 key stage two pupils conducted a 

river quality survey in the Umborne Brook with Ruth 

Worsley, the project coordinator. A range of aquatic 

invertebrates were dipped and examined, with 

children learning the food webs and chain associated 

with this habitat through hands on interactive games. 

The Key Stage 2 teacher was delighted with this 

opportunity, with having access to resources that the 

school does not have and adding huge value to their 

learning. 

Older students, Biology undergraduates from Exeter University, were 

trained in conducting ancient tree surveys with Tim Kellett from the 

Woodland Trust and after surveying 12 trees, their records have been 
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submitted to the national campaign and website. The project welcomes 

anyone interested in this aspect of conservation work to participate in 

recording local ancient and veteran trees. An Ancient Tree Survey training 

session has been organised at Holyford Woods and will take place on 

Sunday 27 May, 10am - 12pm. No need to book. More information on how 

you can record trees: http://www.ancient-tree-hunt.org.uk/ 

To reach the family audience, Ruth ran a series of creative workshops 

in local libraries. Whilst children crafted bugs from old book pages to create 

an amazing Bug Alphabet artwork; parents were able to find out more about 

the project and the events they could attend. 

 

Making a difference 

To enhance the landscape and increase biodiversity a number of practical 

improvements have taken place including meadow management, hedge 

laying, and bat box installation. Work has begun also on improving 

connectivity – facilitating movement of wildlife between woodlands by tree 

and hedgerow planting. In particular, a very willing group of volunteers rolled 

up their sleeves to help with two projects this autumn. A tree planting project 

took place at Pratts Hill near Holyford Woods where over 150 trees were 

planted to form a linear wood that will help act as a corridor to help wildlife 

move between blocks of woodland. The second was clearance of bramble 

and gorse that was spreading into a wildflower-rich meadow and limiting its 

diversity.  

Any schools wishing to get involved with the project, please do get in touch. 

Also the project welcomes any groups wishing to have a guided ‘Discovery 

Stroll’, a relaxing, leisurely, informal, short ramble on one of the areas easily 

accessible sites, so please do get in touch with Ruth Worsley, Legacy to 

Landscape Project Coordinator, 01297 489741, 07765126565 or 

legacytolandscape@gmail.com. 

AV&DCS maroon short-sleeved poly/cotton polo shirts and long-sleeved 

sweatshirts: Small, Medium, Large and Extra Large: £14 each for sweatshirts and 

£12.50 for polo shirts. All profits to Society funds. 

Please contact Ian/Yvonne Waite on 01297 20326  

or email waite@relaxatseaton.co.uk for further details. 

 

http://www.ancient-tree-hunt.org.uk/
mailto:legacytolandscape@gmail.com
http://www.axevaleconservation.co.uk/join.html#sweatshirt
http://www.axevaleconservation.co.uk/join.html#sweatshirt
mailto:waite@relaxatseaton.co.uk
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Portuguese Men-o’-War 
Mike Lock 

 
After a long spell of southerly and south-westerly winds in October–

November 2017, reports began to come in of Portuguese Men-o’-War being 

stranded on beaches in the south-west. It wasn’t long before reports came 

from Seaton Beach, where the local press reported that Street Scene had 

cleared up 300 on 17 October. I went to the beach a few days later and 

found four that had stranded on the early morning high tide, and one more 

that must have come in a few days earlier. They are really quite beautiful. 

The Cornish-Pasty-shaped float is in shades of pale blue and pink, and the 

tentacles are a deep and brilliant blue. After a day or two on the beach the 

colour is lost.  

Portuguese Men-o’-War (Physalia physalia) are a kind of colonial 

jellyfish called siphonophores. Each is composed of a large number of 

‘individuals’, which form a colony and have different functions. Some 

produce the float, some produce the long tentacles and their stinging cells 

that capture prey, usually fish, and others hold and digest the prey. In the 

biggest the float may be almost a foot long, but all those that I saw were no 

more than half this. They are normally animals of tropical seas, but long 

spells of southerly or south-westerly winds can drive them northwards onto 

our shores where they strand and die. The stinging cells are very powerful, 

and contact with them produces very painful red weals on the skin.  

Other siphonophores are also sometimes stranded on our shores, 

although most are small and tend to be overlooked. The By-The-Wind-Sailor 

(Velella spirans) is supposed to be much commoner than the Portuguese 

Man-o’-War but I have only seen them once, many years ago in the Scillies. 

It is much smaller, with a more or less circular float with diagonal vertical 

‘sail’ on the upper side, and a ring of short tentacles beneath. I suspect that 

careful search of the tideline after prolonged southerly winds would show 

that they are not uncommon. It has been noticed that some of these animals 

have the sail ‘left-handed’, and others ‘right-handed’. The effect of this is that 

if the wind blows those of one handedness onto the shore, the rest will be 
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driven at right angles, and probably avoid stranding, so that half the 

population will survive.  

These floating siphonophores have a predator, the Violet Sea Snail 

(Janthina janthina). This is a free-drifting snail that floats with the aid of 

bubbles trapped in a raft of mucus that it secretes. Very occasionally it is 

driven to our shores but I have never seen one. The delicate violet shell is 

said to be very beautiful. It feeds on the drifting siphonophores, apparently 

paralysing them first with a purplish inky substance.  

 
Portuguese Man o’War: in life the tentacles are extended and may reach a 
metre in length; they are bright deep blue and the float is pale blue tinged 

pink. (JML, after Hardy) 
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The Grey Long-eared Bat 
Craig Dunton 

 
The Grey Long-eared Bat is one of the UK’s rarest mammals. Their 

population is restricted to southern England, where they hunt for moths and 

other insects over wildflower meadows and marshes. These habitats support 

a wide array of insects, in large numbers and diversity of species – making 

these areas the perfect feeding ground for Grey Long-eared Bats. Their 

rarity is, in part, due to the significant decline of these favoured foraging 

habitats – both in quantity and quality. Unimproved grasslands in the UK 

have declined by over 92% in the last century, due to changes in farming 

practices and agricultural intensification. As part of the national ‘Back from 

the Brink’ program, the Bat Conservation Trust is working with landowners, 

local communities and other partners to reverse the decline of this 

threatened species. 

Currently, there are only nine known maternity roosts in England, most 

of which are geographically isolated from each other. These maternity roosts 

are at the heart of the project, and work is being carried out with landowners 

and land managers close to and between these roosts to promote positive 

land management for grey long-eared bats and a host of other wildlife. Apart 

from unimproved grasslands, grey long-eared bats need a range of other 

habitats in the landscape to ensure their success. Whilst the wildflower 

meadows and marshy grasslands provide foraging opportunities in an open 

habitat, grey long-eared bats are also ‘edge habitat foragers’, meaning that 

they glean insects from vegetation around the edges of more cluttered 

habitats such as woodlands. This makes it important to have a range of 

different habitats within the landscape; grasslands, hedgerows, woodlands, 

scrub and water bodies all help to create a varied habitat mosaic.  

As much as a mixed habitat within the landscape is important, of equal 

importance is that of connectivity through the landscape. Bats tend to use 

linear features to navigate their way through the landscape, to get from their 

roosts to their foraging areas. Hedgerows, watercourses, rough 
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Grey Long-eared Bat. ©Tom 
McOwat/www.bats.org.uk 

 grassland strips and arable margins, all 

provide opportunities for bats to get 

from A to B. If these linear features are 

managed in a way to support lots of 

insects, all the better – they will then 

provide foraging opportunities in 

conjunction with mobility – kind of like a 

motorway service station! 

The population of the Grey Long-

eared Bat is estimated to be around 

1000 in England. This population is 

distributed sporadically along the south 

coast of England and lies at the 

extreme north-western edge of the Grey 

Long-eared Bat’s European range. This 

‘edge population’ is of international 

importance as it could be critical to 

safeguarding this species against the impacts of climate change, as the 

species’ range is forecast to shift northwards in future decades. 

Due to the isolated nature of the different colonies in England there is 

a significant risk to their future success through potential inbreeding, 

particularly at the most remote populations. This project aims to tackle this 

risk by making populations more resilient and more interconnected by 

ensuring continuity of suitable habitat and good connectivity of habitats 

throughout the landscape. 

Another historical threat to this species is the loss of maternity roosts 

due to building development and renovation. The Grey Long-eared Bat 

favours large stone buildings with slate roofs and large, open roof spaces – 

typical of the type of Devon barns and houses that have undergone 

redevelopment in recent years. Unfortunately, due to their cryptic nature, it is 

possible that in the past Grey Long-eared Bat roosts have been mistaken for 

the much more common and wide spread Brown Long-eared Bat –meaning 

the rarity and specific needs and of the Grey Long-eared Bat is not taken 

into account. This could have led to the loss of maternity roosts. For this 

http://www.bats.org.uk/
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reason, the project also focuses on raising awareness of this species 

amongst communities and the general public, whilst encouraging regular 

monitoring of the known maternity roosts. This will provide important long-

term data that will help to secure the future of this species. 

If you own land around the Seaton area or near Axminster, are interested in 

getting involved with the project or learning more about monitoring this 

species and other bats, please get in touch with Craig Dunton (Grey Long-

eared Bat Project Officer) on cdunton@bats.co.uk or 07807 215270. 
 

 

 

Riverfly 
Fran Sinclair 

 
Anyone who's already heard my effusions about Flat-bodied Stone Clingers 

might want to look away now. When Laura called for volunteers for surveying 

aquatic invertebrates early last summer I had no idea what it might entail and 

even less of an idea of what those invertebrates might be, so the day's 

training with Ben Fitch, the Anglers’ 

Riverfly Monitoring Initiative (ARMI) 

Coordinator for the Riverfly Partnership, 

was new and fascinating.  

The Riverfly Partnership is 

nationwide, and anglers and 

conservation volunteers from more than 

100 partner organisations carry out 

regular freshwater invertebrate surveys to check for severe changes in water 

quality (www.riverflies.org). Data are collected on-line and shared with The 

Environment Agency, and are also publically available. The sampling 

method is three minutes of kick sampling plus a minute of searching on 

stones in the water. Kick-sampling looks easy – just shuffling a foot in the 

stream bed in front of a large, sturdy pond-dipping net – but it's a technique 

that has to be mastered to avoid collecting either nothing or, at the other 

extreme, a net full of rocks. It's surprisingly good exercise for the thighs, too. 

mailto:cdunton@bats.co.uk


10 

 

Our watercourse is Stafford Brook, whose 

source is on Colyton Hill and which is joined by 

Holyford Brook just northwest of Colyford, and 

the sampling site is in Seaton Wetlands. In warm 

weather we can collect our sample and then take 

it to the shelter by the dipping pond to search 

through it, much to the enjoyment of any passing 

visitors. They enjoy our by-catch of damselfly nymphs, young eels, bullheads 

and – only once, but what a treat! – a water scorpion. Colder weather has 

moved our search into the Discovery Hut, where the light is not so good but 

the bench height is much better.  

The eight indicator species are the larvae of four types of Up-wing 

flies: Mayfly, Olive, Blue-winged Olive and (huzzah!) Flat-bodied Stone 

Clinger, plus Stonefly, Cased and Caseless Caddisfly, and Freshwater 

Shrimp. With the guide produced 

by the Field Studies Council 

specially for Riverfly monitoring, 

we spend several happy hours 

each month searching our 

sample. Identification is 

becoming easier and surer as the months go by.  

We have a trigger level and if that number is not reached we have to 

repeat the process to double-check. If we are still below the trigger it is 

reported and the Environment Agency will check upstream for possible 

sources of pollution. There was one month that was particularly low on 

numbers, but once we stared at the sample long enough, a bit of stick 

revealed itself as a Cased Caddis, which saved the day.  

'We' started out as me and Jan Canning, but Jan's other commitments 

meant she had to step down and Angela Willes took her place. Do feel free 

to come and see our catch – usually on the second Wednesday of each 

month around 14:00.  
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Plastics – boon or bane? 
Mike Lock 

 

The answer is – both. But we need to make sure that the enormous boon 

that is plastic is not converted to an environmental disaster by over-use and 

careless disposal. Plastics have only been with us in serious quantity for the 

last fifty years but now it is hard to imagine how we lived without them. Bags, 

wrapping, film, CDs, book covers, lightweight casings for the computer and 

printer on my desk – the list is endless and it is often hard to think of a 

suitable substitute.  

Most plastics are made from oil or hydrocarbon gas – ethylene, 

propylene and so on. It is likely that, given time, bacteria and/or fungi will 

evolve that can break down these materials and use them as a source of 

energy. But this hasn’t happened yet and so discarded plastics accumulate 

in the environment. It has been said that in millions of years this era will be 

distinguishable by the layer of plastic in the rocks. Some persist as they are, 

but others break up into tiny fragments that are washed into rivers and 

thence into the sea, where they are taken up by tiny animals that mistake 

them for food. They persist in the animals and are eaten by larger ones; 

some of these may be fish that we eat, so eventually the plastic fragments 

can end up in our bodies. Sea birds pick up and swallow pieces of plastic, 

thinking that they are something edible. Turtles may mistake plastic bags for 

jellyfish and swallow them, so their guts become blocked with indigestible 

material.  

Some plastics can be recycled but this is not easy because there are 

so many different kinds. Although most plastic is marked, the markings are 

small and pretty obscure. Most plastic ends up in landfill, where it will persist 

for thousands if not millions of years, or is burned to produce energy. 

Trouble is – since plastic is produced from oil, we might as well be burning 

the oil, and this is something that humankind is trying to reduce in order to 

stop the build-up of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. This increases the 

‘blanketing’ power of the atmosphere and raises the Earth’s temperature. 

So what can we do? First, we can try to reduce the amount of plastic 

we use. Plastic one-use shopping bags now have a price, rather than being 
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given away free, and this has led to a very large decrease in their use. 

Change your shopping habits and make sure that you always carry one or 

two cotton or linen shopping bags. (Multi-use plastic ones are better than 

nothing but they don’t last for ever and are difficult or impossible to recycle).  

Try to buy your fruit and vegetables in paper bags rather than plastic 

ones – and recycle the paper bags! Buy goods packed in paper or cardboard 

rather than plastic.  

Millions of plastic bottles of water are bought and used every day. 

First, why buy bottled water at all? The water that comes from your cold tap 

is of excellent quality, pure, and free from disease-causing organisms. At the 

very least you can refill your plastic bottle from the tap! And if you must buy 

bottled water, at least make sure that you recycle the bottle when you have 

finished it. Most water is bottled in plastic that can be recycled almost 

infinitely. 

Then there are items made from recycled plastic. When some kinds of 

plastic are heated and compressed, they can be formed into ‘planks’ and 

‘posts’. Originally these were mostly black but now they are made in fetching 

shades of brown and do really look very like wood. They do not rot or 

deteriorate in sunlight, and they can be drilled to take screws and cut with a 

saw. Many public benches and seats are now made of recycled plastic. The 

seat by the pool at the Discovery Centre on Seaton Wetlands is one such. 

AVDCS is committed to reducing the use of plastic and to clearing up 

discarded plastic litter. Every September, in conjunction with the Marine 

Conservation Society we organise a beach cleaning day at Seaton. The 

majority of items that are collected are always plastics. To reduce plastic 

use, we are producing an AVDCS cotton shopping bag which will be 

available cheaply at meetings and events. Join us in reducing plastic use 

and in clearing up what has already polluted our seas! 
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Programme of Activities 

Spring and Summer 2018 

 

 

Please wear appropriate clothing and footwear; bring a picnic to events 
marked with an asterisk (☼). Car share where possible, contacting leader if 

need be. Contact numbers: Work Party details: Donald Campbell 01297 
552945; for Bird Watch details: Ian Waite 01297 20326; walks: Mike Lock 
01297 551556; EDDC Countryside Service 01395 517557; other queries, 
including problems with grid references and meeting points: Doug Rudge 

07702 189914.  
 

At the end of a walk or birdwatch the leader will ask for a donation to 
Society funds.  

 
Undercliffs working parties and walks  

often involve long walks to a remote location. Walking can be 
strenuous and the ground uneven so you must wear walking boots and 

be physically fit. Please declare any medical conditions. 
 
 
 

 

APRIL 2018 
Thu 
5

th
. 

14.00 – 
16.00 

Family Explorer Day  
Trinity Hill LNR 

Join Penny Evans for an 
afternoon of outdoor fun. 
Explore the area, find out 
about the wildlife that lives 
there and get creative 
using natural materials. 
Parents too, please. Meet 
at Trinity Hill car park 
(SY307959). Book with 
EDDC at 
wildeastdevon.co.uk or 
01395 517557.£5 per family 

Wed. 
18

th
. 

08.00 – 
all day 

Bird-watch. Portland 
for migrants. -  

With Ian Waite. Portland 
Bill and Observatory visit.  
Inform IW if attending ☼ 
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April 2018 ctd. 

Wed 
25

th
. 

10.30 – 
all day 

Botanical stroll – 
Durlston C.P. & 
Dancing Ledges 

With Mike Lock. For Early 
Spider Orchids. Inform ML 
if attending. Car-share if 
possible. Meet Durlston 
Country Park (SZ032773; 
BH19 2JL)☼ 

Mon. 
30

th
. 

08.00 – 
all day 

Bird watch. 
Somerset Levels. 
(Bitterns, Hobbies, 
etc.) 

With Ian Waite. Meet 
Ashcott Corner 
(ST449396). Inform IW if 
attending. ☼ 

MAY 2018 

Wed  
2

nd
. 

10.00 – 
12.30 

Botanical stroll – 
Trill Farm.  
Optional lunch £15. 

With Mike Lock. 
Lunch must be booked 
(07999 923089). 

Mon  
7

th
. 

11.00 – 
16.00 

Bluebell Day at 
Holyford Woods 

 

Tue. 
8

th
. 

10.00 – 
all day 

Dartmoor stroll for 
moorland birds. 

With Ian Waite. Meet 
King’s Oven C.P. 
(SX676811). Inform IW if 
attending. ☼ 

Fri 
25

th
. 

17.00 – 
20.00 

Evening walk – 
Trinity Hill and 
Uplyme Pinetum. 

With Donald Campbell. 
Meet Trinity Hill C.P. (SY 
307959) 

Sat 
26

th
. 

10.00- 
14.00 

Undercliff Walk – 
The Slabs and the 
Plateau 

For Early Gentian.  
Numbers limited; booking 
ESSENTIAL on-line with 
jurassiccoast.org/shop. 
Meet Stepps Lane 
(SY266903). ☼ 

Wed 
30

th
. 

14.00 – 
16.00 

Family Explorer 
Day. Colyford 
Community 
Woodland. 

Join Penny Evans for an 
afternoon of outdoor fun. 
Explore the area, find out 
about the wildlife that lives 
there and get creative 
using natural materials. 
Parents too, please. Meet 
at car park (SY245934). 
Book with EDDC at 
wildeastdevon.co.uk or 
01395 517557.£5 per family 
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JUNE 2018 

Sun 
3

rd
. 

11.00 – 
15.00 

Wildlife Day at 
Seaton Wetlands 

Guided walks, displays, 
snacks. Joint event with 
EDDC Countryside Service 

Mon 
4

th
. 

10.00 – 
12.30 

Botanical stroll – 
Musbury Castle.  

With Mike Lock. Meet Musbury 
Village Hall C.P. (SY271945) 

Mon 
11

th
. 

10.00 – 
all day 

Five mile stroll 
exploring 
Emsworthy Mire, 
DWT Reserve, 
Dartmoor, and 
surrounds. 

Meet Car Park just beyond 
Saddle Tor on B 3387. 
SX 748762. ☼ 
Inform IW if attending.  

Tue 
12

th
. 

10.00 – 
14.00 

Watermeadows 
and Wagtails 

Walk, with Graham Jones – 
Coly and Axe in the Colyton 
area. Meet Umborne Bridge 
end of Station Rd., Colyton. 
(SY249942). No dogs. ☼ 

Wed 
20

th
. 

10.00 – 
13.30 

Insect hunt at 
Trinity Hill 

Join Martin Drake for a stroll 
in search of insects of all 
kinds from butterflies to 
springtails. A slow walk! Meet 
Trinity Hill CP (SY307959) 

Sat 
23

rd
 – 

Sun 
24

th
. 

10.00 – 
18.00 

AXE VALE 
FESTIVAL. 

Come and enjoy the Show and 
visit our stand for quizzes and 
hedgehog mapping! 

Sun 
24

th
. 

10.00 – 
14.00 

Undercliff Walk – 
Goat Island and 
the Chasm 

Mainly for flowers. Numbers 
limited; booking ESSENTIAL 
on-line with 
Jurassiccoast.org/shop 
 Meet Stepps Lane 
(SY266903). ☼ 

 

 

JULY 2018 

Mon  
9

th
.  

10.00 - 
16.00 

Bird watch. 
Stroll round 
Fernworthy 
Reservoir, 
Dartmoor 

With Ian Waite. Inform IW if 
attending and for details. ☼ 
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July 2018 ctd. 

Wed 
18

th
. 

10.00 – 
12.30 

Beer Head; 
Botanical stroll 

With Mike Lock. Meet clifftop 
C.P. (SY227888) (charge).  

Sat 
21

st
. 

10.00 – 
16.00 

Natural Seaton 
Festival. 

Visit the stands (especially 
ours, for quizzes and hedgehog 
mapping).  

Wed 
25

th
.  

10.00 – 
12.30 

Botanical stroll  
Trill Farm.  
Optional lunch 
afterwards £15. 

With Mike Lock 
Lunch must be booked (07999 
923089). 

Sun 
29

th
. 

10.00 – 
14.00 

Undercliff 
Walk; Lynch 
Meadow and 
the Crimean 
Seat 

Mainly for flowers. Numbers 
limited; booking ESSENTIAL 
on-line with 
Jurassiccoast.org/shop. Meet 
Pinhay (SY 316914). ☼ 

 

AUGUST 2018 

Sun 
5

th
. 

10.30 – 
16.00 

Butterflies in the 
Undercliffs 

Walk at Humble Glades with 
Butterfly Conservation. Meet 
at Whitlands (SY306911). 
Booking essential:  
01460 220650. ☼ 

Wed 
8

th
. 

10.00 – 
12.30 

Aylesbeare 
Common: 
Botanical Stroll 

With Mike Lock. Meet Joney’s 
Cross C.P. (SY057897).  

Sat  
11

th
.  

14.00 – 
16.00 

Dragons and 
Damsels: water 
minibeasts. 

Whitford Bridge. With Martin 
Drake. Joint event with 
Legacy to Landscape. Wellies 
essential! SY262954. 

Fri 
17

th
. 

12.00 - 
14.00 

Family Explorer 
Day at 
Pennyhayes 
Farm 

Join Penny Evans for an 
afternoon of outdoor fun. 
Explore the area, find out 
about the wildlife that lives 
there, and get creative using 
natural materials. Parents too, 
please. Meet at Pennyhayes 
Farm (SY241970). Book with 
EDDC at Wildeastdevon.co.uk 
or 01395 517557. £5 per family 
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Mon. 
20

th
. 

10.00 - 
12.00 

Bird watch. 
Lamberts Castle.  

With Ian Waite. Meet at C.P. 
(SY366988). Short stroll for 
migrating birds. 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 2018 

Mon 
3

rd
. 

09.30 – 
11.30 

Bird Watch – 
Axe Estuary 

With Ian Waite. Meet at Axe 
Bridge (SY253900). Option of 
Wetlands p.m. 

Tue – 
Thu 
11,12,
13

th
. 

10.00 – 
16.00 

Goat Island 
Grassland 
management – 
cutting and 
raking  

Tom Sunderland. 07899 
731404. Meet at Stepps Lane. 
(SY 266903). Wear walking 
boots; bring drink and lunch. 
All welcome! ☼ 

Sat. 
15

th
.  

10.00 – 
13.00 

Walk - Golden 
Cap and 
Stonebarrow.  

With Donald Campbell. Meet 
at Langdon Hill C.P.  
(SY 413931).  

Sun.  
16

th
. 

10.00 - 
12.00 

Seaton Beach 
Clean. 

Meet Fisherman’s Gap, Seaton 
(SY244898). Wear gloves; 
bring a pencil.  

Wed 
19

th
. 

10.00 – 
16.00 

Undercliff work 
party: the 
Plateau. 

Grass cutting and raking. 
Meet Stepps Lane (SY 266903) 
at 10.00 for car share to 
Rousdon.  

Sun 
23

rd
. 

10.00 – 
14.00 

Fungal Foray: 
Undercliff.  
Strenuous walk. 

With David Allen. Booking 
ESSENTIAL on-line with 
Jurassiccoast.org/shop. Meet 
at Pinhay (SY 316914).  ☼ 

Sun. 
30

th
. 

14.00 – 
16.00 

Fascinating 
Fungi at Enna 
Wood.  

With David Allen. At Enna 
Wood near Colyton 
(SY216977) Joint event with 
Legacy to Landscape. . 

 
Other walks and events in the area are arranged by the following 

organisations (among others): 
 

EDDC Countryside Service (01395 517557); 
www.eastdevon.gov.uk/countryside/countryside-events 

http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/countryside/countryside-events
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[They publish two booklets each year, winter and summer, with 
details of events organised by a wide range of organisations in 

this area] 
 

Jurassic Coast Trust 
(01305 224132; www.jurassiccoast.org) 

 
Seaton Visitor Centre Trust   

(01297 22198; www.seatonvisitortrust.org) 

 

 

 

Seaton Visitor Centre Trust  

will be running cruises from Seaton Beach (Fisherman’s 
Gap). in conjunction with Stuart Line Cruises on the 

following days: Sunday 17 June; Sunday 15 July; Sunday 
19 August. Two cruises, one of 50 min, the other of two 

hours, on each day.  
 

Local expert commentary. 
 

Info: www.seatonvisitortrust.org or 01297 22198. 
Tickets: Stuartlinecruises.co.uk or 01395 222144 or at the 

Beach on the day. 
 

You must be able to walk across the beach to the boat! 

Please note the Society’s 
website: 

www.axevaleconservation.org.uk 
 

 
 

http://www.jurassiccoast.org/
http://www.seatonvisitortrust.org/
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Somerset Levels – 11 December 2017 
 

Fran Sinclair 

 
Our arrival at RSPB Greylake was met with mostly grey skies and a biting 

north wind but spirits were high and a smart Reed Bunting was seen in the 

hedge almost immediately. It was only a short 

walk to the hide and as we approached what I 

had thought was a ploughed field it proved to be 

hundreds of Wigeon huddled up with a fair 

number of Shovelers. We spotted the first of the 

day's Great White Egrets and then some 

unseen threat sent many of the Wigeon and a 

flock of Pintail streaming into the sky. The flocks 

criss-crossed like motor bike display teams 

before settling again.  

From the hide we could see a carpet of 

Teal and close to the hide – once we'd got our 

eye in – several Snipe giving a masterclass in 

camouflage among the cream and brown stripes of dead reeds. There were 

also a few Gadwall. Two distant Marsh Harriers were spotted 'just above the 

crane', which got us all excited for a moment until it was qualified with 

'mechanical crane, that is' - and then a third, much closer, which flew over 

the ducks flushing them into the air. In a flurry of activity, we then had a 

Sparrowhawk as well as the Marsh Harrier flying over low, the latter finally 

landing on a post. We had excellent views of it and through scopes the 

beautiful head plumage could be very clearly seen. We were also treated to 

scope views of a most obliging Snipe. 

Several of us strolled round to the adjacent platform, to the 

unmistakable song of the Cetti's Warbler and a few squeals from Water 
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Rails, though these remained hidden – only Moorhens were visible between 

the heavily pollarded willows.  

We headed back to the cars and paused to watch House Sparrows 

and Great Tits on the feeders near the car park, 

when Ian spotted a very pale Buzzard in a 

distant tree. Its breast was almost white. He 

then led us to view the field on the other side of 

the road where, as he predicted, there were lots 

of Lapwing and thrushes. Fieldfare were most 

obvious but there were plenty of Redwing too. 

A few Golden Plover were spotted and then, 

just beyond, hundreds of them. Something 

disturbed them and they took flight, flashing white bellies as the flock banked 

away from us. Just before we left, Ian saw another very pale Buzzard – the 

first was still in sight, so there were definitely two.  

The warmth of the cars was very welcome indeed. Doug kindly drove 

slowly to give us more time to warm up, and we scored Goldfinch, Chaffinch 

and a goat from this mobile hide. We could also clearly see snow along the 

top of the Mendips. At the Ham Wall car park quite a lot of extra clothing 

went on, although the cloud had cleared to give us a clear blue sky. With our 

coffee in the sunshine we were treated to two delicious cakes which Tammy 

had very kindly made for us. Just what we needed. Two Goldcrests made a 

brief fidgetty appearance before we set off across the road to Shapwick 

Heath.  

A Song Thrush was the first bird sighting on this stretch, then a female 

Stonechat perched quite close by showing her chestnut rump. Guelder Rose 

bushes were holding on to the last of their translucent red berries, looking 

very festive above the cushions of emerald 

moss beneath the trees to our left, where 

there was also a small party of Long-tailed 

Tits. The straight channel of South Drain 

reflected deep blue sky and the alders and 

birch opposite. We had tantalising glimpses 

of bird movement in the trees and saw a 
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Chiffchaff or two. Ian also heard Siskin and pointed out a Great Spotted 

Woodpecker swooping its way along the line of trees, and there was a 

turquoise flash of Kingfisher, too. 

Near the edges of the large lake we spotted Gadwall and Shovelers, a 

pair of Tufted Duck (thank you for 

your patience in pointing these out to 

me, Simon!), and two Little Grebes 

looking, I was told, a bit 'necky'. On 

reaching Noah's Hide there were 

exclamations of amazement and 

approval from those who had been 

before. It has been enlarged and improved and it certainly made a perfect, 

comfortable vantage point over the lake while we ate our lunch. There were 

Wigeon, Mute Swans, Cormorants, Coot, Gadwall and Black Headed Gulls 

a-plenty, with a Heron standing sentinel nearby throughout our visit. Pintail 

were also spotted, and Ian finally found us two Whooper Swans in the 

distance. Several of us queued for views through scopes to see the 

distinctive yellow bills. There was also a Kingfisher perched very close to the 

hide briefly. 

After a sunny lunch we had a look at the smaller hide nearby, 

although no birds were in evidence, and then before heading back to the car 

park at Ham Wall we walked a little further in the opposite direction in hope 

of a better view of the Whooper Swans, but without success. However, Doug 

spotted a Peregrine in the same bit of sky as a Marsh Harrier – although not 

for long as the Peregrine had urgent business to the south east apparently. 

Two Jackdaws were perched on the roof of the old station house as we 

crossed the road back to the car park, and we paused for the second 

comfort break of the day. Behind a wattle fence a Robin was making sure 

that the Chaffinches and Great Tits could not feed from the RSPB's feeders. 

We then made our way to the second viewing platform, with occasional 

sightings of Great White Egrets, and from the platform watched two Marsh 

Harriers and a Kestrel. The sky began to pale with an orange south westerly 

horizon and a pink flush on stratus cloud to the east. The temperature began 

to drop accordingly and anticipation of the Starling arrival grew.  
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And then there they were – individual flocks homing in, initially from 

the Mendips, then from almost every part of the sky, swirling in clouds over 

the reedbeds, making a few Mobius strip shapes and then plummeting down 

among the reeds. Even as the reeds bent with their weight and the reedbed 

turned black with them, they just kept coming – flock after flock after flock. 

The RSPB estimate is 300,000 birds overall. The sky turned an increasingly 

dramatic burnt orange on the horizon, making a perfect backdrop for the 

birds who, to avoid being on the edge of the main flock, rose up in smoky 

plumes, only to stream into a neighbouring reedbed. They had mostly 

chosen the beds right in front of us so the noise that had begun, as they flew 

over our heads, as a soft whoosh of massed wingbeats rose to the murmur 

of a distant motorway (as Ian put it), but became a noisy, musical squabbling 

and twittering. A wildlife spectacle to rival any, I should think.  

Back to the cars and a final slice of cake (many thanks, Tammy!), 

farewells, and on to adventures with satnav (where's that winking emoticon 

when you need it?) 

 

Many thanks to Ian for organising the trip and for his usual laid back but very 

informative commentary. Also thanks to him and the others who are so 

generous with their scopes and their knowledge. 

 

  
STORAGE SPACE 

 

Do you have some storage space to spare? AVDCS is 
looking for somewhere to store our tools and oddments 
(including power tools). We need a space about 6 x 4 
feet, reasonably high to accommodate handles, and 

reasonably secure as we may want to store power tools 
such as a chain saw and a strimmer. We would need 

access (preferably without disturbing you), about once 
a week. If you could help, please contact the Chairman, 

Doug Rudge, on 07702 189914 
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Counting the Axe Estuary 
Mike Lock 

 
In 1947, a project to monitor the numbers and distribution of Britain’s 

water birds began. At first it concentrated on ducks, geese and swans but 

over the years has expanded to take in most water birds as well – waders, 

herons, egrets, crakes and cormorants. Initially the project went under the 

name of ‘National Wildfowl Counts’ (and I remember taking part as a 

schoolboy in Surrey) but is now known as the Wetland Bird Survey – WeBS. 

On a set day each month, volunteer counters set out to their chosen water 

body and count all the birds on it. I count two sites at the opposite ends of 

the scale. Lower Bruckland Ponds is a site typical of many lowland lakes and 

pools that hold small numbers of birds but which, in aggregate, account for a 

large proportion of the populations of species such as Mallard and Moorhen. 

At the other end of the scale is the Axe Estuary. This is usually counted by 

Ian McLean but I stand in for him if he is away, as he was this February. It 

must be one of the larger sites counted by a single person; really big sites 

like the Exe Estuary are counted by teams of people.  

The count was due on Sunday 18 February but that day was foul – 

low cloud, drizzle and mist, making it virtually impossible to do a decent 

count, although I did count the less demanding Lower Bruckland Ponds. So I 

postponed it to the Monday, 19th. This doesn’t matter too much, although 

the January count is Europe-wide and so should be done on the right day if 

at all possible. Monday dawned brighter, with the sun trying to break through 

the clouds. Low tide was in the middle of the afternoon so I decided to lunch 

early and count through the afternoon.  

The count takes in the whole estuary from the A3052 to the sea, so 

first stop was Bridge Marsh, which in recent weeks had often been seething 

with birds, particularly in the morning. But today – almost nothing; just a few 

Mute Swans, a couple of Shelduck and a pair of Mallard. But as I was about 

to leave so a big flock of Lapwings rose from the more distant fields. Too 

many to count accurately so I made a quick estimate of 200. Then a brisk 

turnaround and down the Axmouth road to cover the eastern side of the 
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estuary. A very wet field held 40 grazing Shelduck but unfortunately they all 

took flight as I appeared in the gateway and departed down the estuary, 

causing possible complications from double counting later. Some more Mute 

Swans shared the grazing with sheep in the next field, and a Little Egret was 

feeding along a ditch.  

A couple more brief stops at gateways brought me to Axmouth and 

Coronation Corner, where the first Wigeon of the day were dabbling along 

the far shore of the estuary, and a dozen Mallard were scattered among the 

gulls. Counting gulls and terns is voluntary in WeBS counts; Ian manages to 

do it but I find it too time-consuming and, besides, my gull identification skills 

are not really up to it. Redshank were scattered along 

the water’s edge and on the exposed mud, mostly in 

ones and twos but there was also one larger group of 

20 – was this a migrating flock that had called in to 

refuel? Two Little Grebes were feeding in the river 

channel, as was a Cormorant, and a solitary Curlew 

stalked along the edge of the grass, picking for small 

crabs from the low mud cliff.  

Further down the lower part of the estuary I 

started to see the Lapwings that use this area as a daytime resting place. 

They were scattered over a wide area of the mud, but mostly well separated 

so that a reasonably accurate count was possible – 420. A few more 

Redshank were scattered among them, as were a couple of pairs of 

Shelduck. At Axmouth Bridge, two Oystercatchers were picking along the 

shoreline, a small flock of Wigeon were dibbling in the shallows, and a 

Cormorant and a Little Egret completed the assemblage.  

On then to the western side of the estuary, starting at Seaton 

Marshes. At the Borrow Pit I drew a complete blank; muddy footprints 

suggested that others had been there before me and disturbed the site, but 

a Moorhen called from the reeds and was added to the list. As I walked 

down to the hide a small flock of Curlew flew up from the freshly cut field to 

the south, and a pair of Canada Geese came into view, perhaps starting to 

defend a territory. The hide stands a little above its surroundings and gives a 

good view all around. A single Coot was on the lagoon, with a few Mallard 
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and several Moorhens, and three Shoveler were a bonus on the shallow 

pools to the south. Just as I was about to leave a four-engined jet flew over 

quite low, and about a dozen Teal appeared from the rushes around the 

same pools, as did two more Shoveler and some more Mallard. This only 

goes to show that these counts just represent the best one can do – they 

cannot hope to find all the birds hiding in the vegetation or tucked down in 

small pools out of sight.  

Next stop Black Hole Marsh where the Teal were mostly out in the 

open and easily counted – 35 altogether, many fewer than can be seen in 

the autumn when I have seen over 100. Plenty of Shelduck, too – 24 – 

mostly now in pairs and with a good deal of growling and chattering as rival 

males squared up and chased each other. The better view from the Tower 

Hide revealed two Little Grebes on the marsh and one on the estuary, as 

well as another dozen Redshank there. A single Wigeon was grazing on an 

island in Black Hole Marsh, and an Oystercatcher, perhaps one of those that 

now breed regularly, was picking about in the grass. Pairs of Mallard were 

scattered about and a fair number of single males suggested that some 

females may have started nesting. This would mean ducklings in mid-March 

which is a bit early but the forecast cold weather (which duly came, with a 

vengeance) may put a stop to this perhaps premature breeding.  

At the Discovery Hut, a few Teal remained on the pools, as did several 

Moorhens, and as I left something swam out from the edge, low in the water, 

with a reddish beak sticking out ahead of it – a Water Rail. I have never seen 

one swim for so far or so convincingly; usually they are wading rather than 

truly swimming. Redshank do the same and can often be seen swimming 

briskly across deep water to reach a new feeding spot. As I walked on, a 

small flock of Curlew landed in a grass field to my left; they often feed in 

such places and luckily stayed put as I passed.  

Out across Colyford Common to the hide; some pairs of Mallard 

lurked on small pools in the marsh. The hide gives good views out across 

the fields to the river and about a dozen Shelduck were visible in the grass – 

were they the ones I had flushed from the far side? I assumed not and    
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added them to my total. A flock 

of Canada Geese were hard to 

count; they tend to hide behind 

one another and one has to 

hope that something will alarm 

them mildly so that all the 

necks go up and are then easy 

to count. A few Curlew on the scrape were joined by more, and a couple 

from Beer who were sharing the hide pointed out a large pale elegant wader 

on the scrape – a Greenshank! Most of the larger Devon estuaries have 

regular wintering Greenshanks but the Axe is not among them; this bird had 

been around since October on various parts of the estuary and it was good 

to find it for the count. I was not so lucky with the Glossy Ibis which was also 

wintering on the Axe; I saw no sign of it in spite of a good look from the 

Seaton Marshes hide whence it been seen in the previous few days.  

A final walk up to the Colyford Common viewing platform gave a better 

view of the Canada Geese and also of a Buzzard perched 

in a tree. More confusingly, there were now large numbers 

of Lapwing on Bridge Marsh and the adjacent field. A 

difficult decision, but I decided on balance that these were 

probably the birds I had originally seen when counting 

Bridge Marsh and did not count them again. That 

completed the count; 19 species and 1,084 individuals. I 

wonder what proportion of the total that represented. One 

just does ones best! I saw no Snipe, yet I am sure that if I 

had crossed the tram lines and walked over the marshy grass fields I would 

have found some. I also saw no Black-tailed Godwits; there are normally 10 

– 20 wintering on the estuary, and I had seen a flock of 25 on the previous 

Saturday, although they were all sleeping and had very much the air of a 

flock that had stopped while migrating. Back home to find that the internet 

was now running well after a couple of days at very slow speed, and the 

count was quickly entered to the national database.  
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Seaton Jurassic – Volunteering 
Paul Thrush 

 

Seaton Jurassic is now in its third year and is testament to the hard work and 

dedication of its volunteers. Simon Gray’s article in the previous newsletter 

perfectly highlights the need for volunteers locally and just how pivotal they 

are in enabling a huge amount of work to be done that otherwise might not 

get achieved. 

People volunteer for different reasons and it is the wonderful diversity 

of people who volunteer that makes many people’s workplace that much 

more fun. I first volunteered with the National Trust as a nervous 12-year old 

on Sunday mornings in order to get valuable hands on experience for the 

conservation career I so desperately wanted to pursue. This then followed 

with a week-long placement with the RSPB in Norfolk and a 6-month 

placement living in a caravan on a beautiful wildlife Trust reserve that was 

formerly a quarry. Without this experience it would have been very difficult to 

get a job due to the popularity of conservation work. 

Another major reason for volunteering is the opportunity to share 

skills, meet new people and be part of the local community.  Here at Seaton 

Jurassic there are so many opportunities to get involved and many of our 

loyal and hardworking volunteers are able to use skills from their own 

personal careers. From helping out with school visits to manning reception 

and welcoming visitors to the centre there are a wide range of tasks that are 

both fun and immensely rewarding for our volunteers to take part in.   

One thing that might put people off is being very busy! The beauty of 

volunteering at Seaton Jurassic is that we have an online portal that 

volunteers can register on and book in time slots to help so there is no set 

day each week and you can volunteer as little or as much as you like. You 

may also worry that you will be thrown in at the deep end but we offer plenty 

of support and you never have to do something you’re not comfortable with. 

We provide lots of in house training and have special thank-you events and 

regular social gatherings. There are always lots of biscuits on hand and a 

nice cup of tea or coffee! 
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If you fancy volunteering with us please have a look at our website 

www.seatonjurassic.org to see the type of roles we have available or give 

our Visitor Experience Officer Rachel Harrison a call to have a chat.  We’re a 

friendly team and the centre is such a fun place to be so why not give it a try! 

 

 

Birds in the Cold 
Mike Lock 

 

As I write we have just come to the end (hopefully) of the coldest spell 

for several years. About 15 cm of snow, followed by freezing rain that formed 

a crust on top of the snow, and temperature below zero. Every week we 

record the species and maximum numbers of the birds in our garden for the 

British Trust for Ornithology’s Garden Birdwatch scheme. This week has 

seen a record number of species – 27 – as well as large numbers of species 

like Chaffinches. Perhaps most striking have been the winter thrushes; we 

always have two or three Blackbirds but this week there have been up to six, 

and they were joined by two Song Thrushes – a species we very rarely see 

in the garden, and both the migrant species from northern Europe: two or 

three Redwings and up to five Fieldfares. Redwings look like Song Thrushes 

but have a very clear pale eye-stripe as well as an orange-red patch under 

the wing which shows up clearly when they puff themselves up in the cold. 

They were joined by up to five Fieldfares – large thrushes with a grey head 

and rump and a dark chestnut back. These were extremely aggressive both 

among themselves and towards all the other thrushes; one would have 

thought that as there were enough old apples for each to have at least one, 

so they could have been happy to concentrate on their own apple and save 

energy – but no, anyone who came near was attacked.  

Other visitors included Long-tailed Tits, Coal Tits, Great Spotted 

Woodpecker, Reed Buntings and up to four Stock Doves, looking like small 

dark Woodpigeons with a shiny green, rather than white, neck patch. All 

fascinating and diverting to watch from behind the kitchen sink! 
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AXE VALE & DISTRICT CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
Registered Charity No. 266682 

Subscription Application/Renewal 
(for the year ending 30th September) 

To Hon. Treasurer, Ruth Gray, The Lodge, Windsor Mead, Sidford, Sidmouth, EX10 9AJ 

 
I/We* would like to join the Society/renew our subscription* and pay 

£ ……………. by Banker’s Order/Cheque/PO*. 

I/We have not received a copy of Newsletter no.85.  

(*Please delete as applicable). 

 

Minimum subscription: £5.00 per household.  

 

Name (in Block Capitals) ……………………………………Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 

Address:…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………Postcode:……………………………………………….Telephone 

Number………………………………………….Date……………… 

We need your permission to send you information on our activities. Agree?  Yes/No 

(Please note that membership records are held in computerised form. If you have any 

objection to your details being held in this way, please notify the Treasurer. Your details will 

not be shared with any other organisation). 

 

Gift Aid Declaration (Completing a Gift Aid Declaration ensures that we can make the most 

of your subscription/donation). 

I [Title]……………… 

Forename………………………Surname……………………………….. 

Address.…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………Postcode……………………… 

want Axe Vale &District Conservation Society to treat all subscriptions/donations I have 

made since 6 April 2000 and all subscriptions/donations I make from this date as Gift Aid 

Donations until I notify you otherwise. 

Signature………………………………………….Date………………………….. 

 

N.B. In each tax year you need to pay enough income tax to cover the amount we shall be 

claiming from the Inland Revenue. At present we claim 28p in every £1. Please let us know if 

you no longer pay enough tax, if your name or address changes, or if you wish to cancel this 

declaration at any time. 
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LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES 

 
Mrs Hilary Arnold   Bishopwood, Beer Road, Seaton.  

Mr R. Berreen   9 Rowan Drive, Seaton 

Mr D. Campbell   Wheatears, The Butts, Colyton  

(for Combpyne 

Dr C. Cannan    Knap House, Axmouth 

Mr. P. Clarke   78, Scalwell Lane, Seaton 

Mr P. Cook   8 North St., Axminster 

Mr D. Cox   21 Barnes Meadow, Uplyme 

Ms J. Dauncey   Wavertree, Market Place, Colyton 

Mrs H. Horley   Tucker's Orchard, Dalwood 

Mr N. Yool   Forge Farm, Rock, Membury 

Mr & Mrs M. Payne  14 Dragons Mead, Axminster 

Mrs P. Price   7 York Road, Seaton 

Mrs C. Sargent   Ruffles, Doatshayne Lane, Musbury 

Mrs A. Smith   18 Burnham Close, Seaton 

Mrs J. Stacey Buckthorn, Rocombe Cross, Axminster (for 

Raymonds Hill).  

Mrs E. Stonex Highcroft, Whitford Road, Kilmington 

Mr I. Waite   38 Durley Road, Seaton 

Mrs M. Waters   12 Talbot Road, Lyme Regis 
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