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A note from the Chairman 
 

Martin Drake 
 

I'm happy to pile praise on our two new committee members, Ruth and 

Simon Gray. Ruth looked again at membership numbers and decided that 

we have over-reached the Grail of 1000 members. Clearly it's difficult to 

measure exactly since subscriptions and membership numbers are loosely 

correlated, thanks to the generosity of so many members who give more 

than the suggested minimum. Nevertheless, our society should feel pleased 

that it fills a local need. Simon, meanwhile, has fully justified his place by 

organising the Grizzly marshalling in March, which earned us £400. If that 

wasn't enough, together they have produced the society's new eye-catching 

information leaflet which we intend to distribute to local outlets. 

We had two events at Colyton Community Woodland this summer.  

Colyton Primary School already includes the site in its regular Welly Walks, 

so Mr Harris, the headmaster, was easily persuaded to let Penny Evans give 

the children some ecological training – well, perhaps it was not so formal as 

that but it went down well. At the suggestion of Phil Parr, who wrote a 

management plan for the site a few years ago, AVDCS and Colyton Parish 

Council organised a replacement for a tree planted about 25 years ago in 

celebration of VE Day, but which had since died. Again the primary school 

children turned up to dig the hole, plant the new tree and fill the hole in again. 

Some children said that their parents had helped at the first planting when 

they were at school. Continuing the theme of celebrating events, Colyton 

Parish Council are holding a giant tea party here on 30 September, a Friday 

afternoon, to remember the opening of the Community Woodland 40 years 

ago and the Queen's birthday 90 years ago. AVDCS will be there with some 

ecological activities, and all are welcome to come along. 

We are occasionally contacted for advice about how to manage land 

for nature conservation.  This spring the Thorncombe Valley Trust asked 

about how best to deal with a community woodland and grassland site that 

closely resembles Colyton Community Woodland in concept. Two of us went 

along to meet seven from the village, and they had already had some useful 
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information from another member of the AVDCS committee shortly before. 

We feel that the expertise among our large membership should make giving 

advice one of our services, and we will work on how to make this happen.  

Last year we made a donation to the Devon Bat Conservation and 

Research Group, for equipment for tracking bats (Newsletter 79). We are 

pleased to invite Adrian Bayley who leads the project to talk to us this autumn 

on the results of his work.  This should prove an interesting evening since 

despite bats' popularity, there is still more to learn about the behaviour of 

animals that are so difficult to follow without using the sort of kit that Adrian 

now has. If that isn't enough, he will also talk about exotic bats from Trinidad.  

Do come along on 5th October (see programme of activities). 
 

 

Portland Trip: 20 April 2016 
Tammy Garner 

 
On 20 April 2016 seven of us enjoyed a very blustery day around the Portland 

area. We started with a sea watch and saw Gannets, Whimbrel, Auks and 

lots of hirundines coming in from their long Channel crossing – the last stage 

of their long journey from Africa. As we walked along the cliff edge we saw a 

Wheatear and an unusual number of Skylarks in a field, struggling to fly 

against the wind. Further on an early Swift zoomed low past us and we had 

good views of a Whinchat. These two birds were the ones that seemed to 

get the group most excited! 

We stopped at the Observatory to watch Linnet at their feeders, and 

were lucky to see a Willow Warbler that the warden had just ringed.  

After a lunch overlooking the sea we went on to Ferrybridge. We saw 

one Little Tern hovering around the breeding area there and at least 24 

Ringed Plover and many Dunlin scuttling along the water’s edge. Lastly we 

visited Radipole and from the hide had good views, through our telescopes, 

of a Cuckoo. A Marsh Harrier was swooping over the reeds – always a 

wonderful sight.  

Despite the wind, we all had an enjoyable day.  
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The Devon Greater Horseshoe Bat Project 
Pete Woodman 

 

The Devon Greater Horseshoe Bat Project is a countywide 5-year initiative 

funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, supported by 18 conservation and 

community organisations and hosted by Devon Wildlife Trust. The project 

will raise the profile of Greater Horseshoe Bats within Devon as the county 

is a stronghold for this rare species in N.W Europe. The project is focussing 

upon 11 priority areas within the county; these are based on known maternity 

roosts, two of which are in East Devon: one at Branscombe and one at 

Southleigh. To support this work the Wildlife Trust have launched an appeal 

to raise monies for the improvement of roosting sites and habitat 

enhancements for foraging areas. 

http://www.devonwildlifetrust.org/homes-

for-bats-appeal 

An early success of the project is the live 

footage of the largest maternity roost in the 

country, here you can see the bats’ behaviour 

within the roost: preening, stretching their wings, 

giving birth and suckling their young. Engaging 

with school groups and community 

organisations is an important aspect of the 

project, with visits to Branscombe and Colyton 

School already completed and more planned. 

This September there will be a Bat Festival with 

lots of events and activities across the county 

offering something for all ages and interest 

levels. To see more of all this and to find out more about the project, the 

website address is www.devonbatproject.org 

The project is keen to get people involved monitoring their local bat 

populations and so has arranged for a number of digital bat detectors to be 

available for loan from local pick-up places. These detectors will record all 

bat activity from dusk to dawn to build up a complete picture of bat species 

and their movements in your neighbourhood. They can be booked on-line 

http://www.devonwildlifetrust.org/homes-for-bats-appeal
http://www.devonwildlifetrust.org/homes-for-bats-appeal
http://www.devonbatproject.org/
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and then can be collected from either the Beehive Centre at Honiton or Beer 

Village Store. To find out more please visit  

http://devonbatproject.org/devon-bat-survey/ 

 

The Devon Greater Horseshoe Bat project is supported locally by the 

East Devon Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Partnership and Clinton 

Devon Estates. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

AV&DCS maroon short-sleeved poly/cotton polo shirts 

and long-sleeved sweatshirts are available in Small, 

Medium, Large and Extra Large at £14 each for sweatshirts 

and at £12.50 for polo shirts. 

All profits go into Society funds. 

Please contact Ian/Yvonne Waite on 01297 20326  
or email waite@relaxatseaton.co.uk for further details. 

 

http://devonbatproject.org/devon-bat-survey/
http://www.axevaleconservation.co.uk/join.html#sweatshirt
mailto:waite@relaxatseaton.co.uk
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Ash to Ashes? 
Donald Campbell 

 
In mid-July East Devon AONB arranged a seminar to discuss the challenges 

facing local woodland and tree management. In the morning thirty people 

gathered in the comfortable Estate Office of Clinton Devon Estates before 

John Wilding, their Head of Forestry, took everybody to one of the few Estate 

woodlands not open to the public. It suffered badly from deer and squirrels.  

These damaging Grey Squirrels were the first topic as Charles Dutton, 

from Pryor and Rickett Silviculture, told of seventy years of unsuccessful 

attempts at control. Since 2000 there had been some success in Ireland, and 

the pest had been eradicated in Anglesey, much to the benefit of the native 

Red Squirrel. Charles maintained that deciduous trees cannot establish 

themselves where there are Greys, and that back in 1990 timber loss due to 

them had cost £14 million. They have also been a major factor in causing a 

15% decline in woodland birds.  

Five levels of damage, from a thumbnail-sized lesion on a fast-growing 

tree to whole-tree damage were described. The greater the food reserves in 

the tree’s phloem (inner bark), the greater the damage, and more young male 

squirrels also made for greater damage. In Ireland, Pine Martens had helped 

with control, but elsewhere, despite a range of effective traps, populations 

continued to increase. Local initiatives were not enough; there needed to be 

a strategic landscape-scale plan which would be helped in future by the 

involvement of the Country Landowners’ Association and the National 

Farmers’ Union. Everyone needed to understand something of the reality of 

Grey Squirrel damage to trees and biodiversity.  

John Wilding spoke next. Deer, like squirrels, could change the whole 

woodland structure even if, as in East Devon, only the small Roe Deer were 

involved. The fact that deer cause damage does not mean that they can’t be 

valued, but when numbers are high and the deer start appearing in fields as 

well as woods, the under-managed populations prevent regeneration; all 

saplings within reach are destroyed. Land managers must take 

responsibility, set targets for optimum population size, face up to the real cost 

of effective control and as deer, like squirrels, move about in the mixed 
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landscape of East Devon, partnerships are vital and both the National and 

Woodland Trusts favour this type of deer control. 

Tree pests of a very different type were considered by Mick Biddle, 

South West Tree Health Officer, who told how since Dutch Elm Disease, 

there had been an incremental increase in tree pathogens. The fungus 

Phytophthora ramorum, first damaging rhododendrons in 2002 and causing 

landscape-scale destruction by 2009, also affected heathland and 

ornamental species. Chalara dieback of Ash, caused by the fungus 

Hymenoscyphus fraxineus, although reported before 2012, took off after that 

through already-infected trees being imported, and early-level infection had 

now spread to much of Devon. Necrosis spreads down the leaf stalk into the 

shoot, and then up and down the stem. Crusty callus growths may suppress 

the spread, but if lesions coalesce, the stem is girdled. Acute Oak Decline 

has been in Britain for longer, and research over the last ten years has shown 

that multiple factors including bark beetles and bacterial pathogens are 

involved, whether the decline is chronic, over decades, or acute, over years. 

Finally, David Coleman, Arboricultural Officer for East Devon, told of 

the implications of tree disease for the public, around schools, parks and 

sports grounds. Brittle and unstable trees along roads presented their own 

hazards, increased by the risk of Chalara affecting Ash which makes up 20% 

of roadside trees in the area. Trees naturally lose branches and the actions 

of tree owners need to be balanced and proportionate.  

Out in the wood, John Wilding maintained that even where there was 

abundant young Ash, deer would limit growth and, where trees outgrew the 

deer, squirrels would take their toll. He reckoned that any new wood, in this 

part of Devon, would depend on conifers even with deer control. The type of 

rifle used for this control was shown. Its power was such that a bullet that 

had passed through a deer, which needed to be killed cleanly, could continue 

for a considerable distance. In the interests of safety it was therefore best to 

shoot from a raised platform. The population control led not only to healthy, 

not overcrowded, deer, but also to a good supply of venison at Budleigh 

market.  
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Butterflies at Humble Glades 
Martin Drake 

 

The Undercliffs NNR hides many gems away from the public footpath. One 

of my favourites is Humble Glades where Natural England, with help from 

AVDCS, has opened up several glades of flower-rich grassland. At the end 

of July 2016 we had a butterfly walk here, a re-run of the over-subscribed 

walk last year. With Paul Butter of Butterfly Conservation as our able guide, 

twelve of us spent a fine afternoon looking for butterflies and moths. As this 

was a joint walk with Butterfly Conservation, almost everyone knew their 

butterflies well. I found it refreshing to have so many really enthusiastic 

insect-watchers who found even the commonest species delightful rather 

than dismissed as "just another of those". 

We all hope to see the specialities of a site and were not too 

disappointed.  It would have been good to see Wood White, the species for 

which the glades have been linked by corridors. No luck with this one but we 

did see several Dingy Skippers – that's the one that lives up to its name and 

is hardly an eye-catching butterfly. 

Rather more spectacular was 

Silver-washed Fritillary, seen 

several times across the site, and at 

least one Dark Green Fritillary. At 

one point three of these - which one 

we couldn't decide - were 

gambolling together. I'm sure it was 

more serious than this but let's be 

anthropocentric about their 

behaviour since the main reason 

we like butterflies is their aesthetic 

appeal rather than their biology. 

Lots of flowers equals lots of nectar 

sources, so we saw several species feeding, including a Holly Blue at Hemp 

Agrimony, but the big colourful vanessids were surprisingly scarce – just the 

odd Peacock, Painted Lady and Red Admiral.  Even Buddleia failed to attract 
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them. Marbled White seems to 

have had a good year in East 

Devon and we were expressing 

disappointment at not seeing it 

here when the first was found - 

being eaten by a crab spider. 

Among the moths there 

were lots of Silver-Y and quite a 

number of the rare green-and-

pink micromoth Oncocera 

semirubella which we noted in 

last year's walk.  Other moths 

were the pretty Small Purple-

barred whose larvae feed on Milkwort growing in the grassland here. Better 

still were several Chalk Carpet, a nationally scarce moth that feeds on Bird's-

foot Trefoil. Paul's experience was really useful as most of us wouldn't have 

known that these were uncommon finds, and it became even more relevant 

when some really obscure micro-moths were seen, including Cochylis 

hydridella associated with chalk, and Pyrausta aurata whose caterpillars eat 

the Marjoram growing abundantly in the glades. 

In general, it has been a disappointing year for insects of all sorts so 

our total of 18 species of butterflies and nine moths was a pleasing outcome 

for the afternoon.  We are most grateful to George Allhusen for letting us 

wander over his part of the Undercliffs and to Paul Butter for being such an 

enthusiastic guide. 

 

A NEW FLORA OF DEVON 
by Roger Smith, Bob Hodgson and Jeremy Ison 

The first flora of Devon since 1939 will be published in 

December 2016. General descriptions of all species; maps of the 

distribution of most; many photographs. About 800 pages. Price 

£40 if ordered by 5 Nov 2016.  

See: www.devonassoc.org.uk 
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A walk to the Plateau – 28 May 2016 
Mike Lock 

 
About 19 people met at the top of Stepps Lane on a sunny, warm but hazy 

morning and, after an introductory talk by Tom Sunderland (the Natural 

England Warden) set off along the Coast Path. We followed the new 

diversion that took us along the bottom of one of the Bindon fields, now with 

large patches of Horseshoe Vetch in flower. The path then crosses Goat 

‘Island, where the last of the Early Purple Orchids were still just in flower, 

with a few Greater Butterfly Orchids at the margins, and one or two Common 

Spotted Orchids just coming into bloom. The chalk cliffs 

were a mass of yellow Kidney Vetch, and the three 

colour forms of Common Milkwort – blue, pink and white 

– were common among the grass.  

Beyond Goat Island the new path descends a 

long flight of steps before joining the original Coast Path, 

and we followed this for about a mile before branching 

off to look at the Sheepwash, which is an impressive 

stone-lined trough in the ground, fed by a spring. In past 

times, when much of the Undercliff was grazed 

grassland, the sheep were washed here before 

shearing; this greatly increased the value of the fleeces. 

A working party from your Society clears encroaching 

vegetation from within and around the Sheepwash 

every few years.  

From here we descended to the beach, at the area known as the 

Slabs, where an upward curve in the rocks brings the Jurassic Blue Lias to 

the surface. Some of the exposed slabs are full of large ammonites, just like 

those at Monmouth Beach west of Lyme Regis. As it was high tide, we were 

only able to see those in a single layer, but there were individuals up to half 

a metre across to be seen, as well as the odd nautilus with their smooth 

outlines and straight divisions between the chambers. Here we sat and 

enjoyed out sandwiches in the warm sunshine. A few Cormorants flew past, 
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but otherwise there was little to be seen out a sea, even though it was very 

calm. My dream of seeing dolphins from the shore remained unfulfilled! 

Donald Campbell’s explorations of the Undercliff have led him to open 

up a number of private paths and it was along one of these that we rather 

laboriously made our way up to the Plateau. The path threads its way through 

the coastal scrub, made up of Hawthorn, Blackthorn and Wayfaring Tree, 

interlaced by brambles, ivy and Wild Madder. Eventually we emerged onto 

the Plateau, a second area of chalk grassland maintained in its open state 

by annual mowing and raking.  

The chalk grassland here is somewhat richer in species than that at 

Goat Island, with Rock Rose quite common. We saw several Common Blues, 

including two mating pairs; they feed mainly on Bird’s-foot Trefoil, of which 

there is plenty here. The main purpose of the visit, 

though, was to look for the Early Gentian Gentianella 

anglica, a British endemic (it occurs nowhere else in 

the World). It grows in the short turf near the cliff 

edge, and we found several plants with their little 

blue-purple flowers, even though reaching and 

photographing them was a bit perilous! This is an 

annual plant that does not appear ever year; 

presumably winter and spring conditions have to be 

just right for the seeds to germinate.  

We then made our way back to the Coast Path 

and returned to Stepps Lane, with a pause on Goat 

Island for refreshment and rest after the long climb. 

An excellent, if exhausting, day out.  

 

This walk diverted from the Coast Path, and this is not 

recommended unless you are accompanied by an experienced guide. 

Unless you are with a guided tour, KEEP TO THE COAST PATH as it is 

very easy to get lost if you leave it, and there are hidden drops and 

ravines everywhere to catch the unwary. AND there is minimal mobile 

phone reception over large areas of the Undercliff. 
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To the Source of the River Axe 
Roger Critchard 

 

On Monday 6th June Ian Waite led a walk to search for the source of 

the River Axe. 

Thirteen of us set off from Winyards Gap Pub car park near the village 

of Cheddington in Dorset; with wonderful views over west Dorset and South 

Somerset, we soon passed the source of the River Parrett which flows north 

for about 80km to the Bristol Channel, 

Continuing through the village with its impressive Cheddington Court 

we picked up the footpath past Broadleaze Farm and into woodland. After 

leaving the footpath, we headed upstream 

through the wood, which was boggy in 

places, and noted Ramsons, Mare’s-Tail, 

Dog’s Mercury and a beautiful yellow Iris. 

Eventually we came to an old Ash tree, and 

by removing some stones in a dried up ditch 

we revealed  a small trickle of water. In wet 

weather the water would spring up through 

the tree roots to start its journey of 

approximately 44 km to Axmouth.  

Retracing our steps to rejoin the 

footpath, we made our way up the hill to 

Axenoller Farm, now owned by Sidmouth 

Donkey Sanctuary, and joined the 

Monarchs Way footpath close to 

Beaminster Down. Turning north east, we 

made our way up to a ridge and down over the other side, through fields and 

a green lane to the sound of Chiffchaffs, Yellowhammers and Skylarks. A 

swarm of bees passed us going, thankfully,  in the opposite direction. 

Soon we arrived back at Winyards Gap having had a very enjoyable 

walk.  
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Legacy to Landscape update 

‘linking King Johns Oak to the 

future’ heritage learning 

project 
Ruth Worsley 

 
News from the first summer of this exciting 

new project which aims to celebrate the 

wildlife and landscape of the historic 1783 map of the Shute Estate. 

Plants have been in the spotlight – with splendid orchid populations at 

Lucehayne Meadow near Widworthy, including Common Spotted, Southern 

Marsh and Green-winged. The Heath Lobelia (Lobelia urens) was the focus 

of the Great Summer Plant Hunt and was found in a meadow on the edge of 

Shute Woods. Others enjoyed a magical bat walk around Colyton, seeing or 

hearing 4 different species, and nearly 90 species of moth were recorded at 

Bolyshayne Meadow and Orchard. 

Engaging the next generation in the project, is vital in securing the 

area’s future. Over 60 staff and students from Shute Primary School enjoyed 

visits to Woodend Park, Shute Estate’s medieval deer park and home to the 

800 year-old King Johns Oak. Rainbow Brownies from Colyton investigated 

the invertebrates and fish in the Coly at a river-dipping session.  

To ensure wildlife continues to thrive and improve in the project area, 

practical conservation projects are being organised. An army of volunteers 

have battled against the bramble that is choking King Johns Oak. A further 

session of ‘Help King Johns Oak’ is planned for Sunday October 30th, 

10am – 12pm. It provides a great opportunity to see many veteran trees in 

the medieval deer park. Please book by contacting the team.  

 

Contact the team Full events programme or further information tel 01404 

310012 or Email legacytolandscape@gmail.com 
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Programme of Activities 

Autumn and Winter 2016-2017 

 

Please wear appropriate clothing and footwear; bring a picnic to events 
marked with an asterisk (☼). Car share where possible, contacting leader if 

need be. Contact numbers: Work Party details: Donald Campbell 01297 
552945; for Bird Watch details: Ian Waite 01297 20326; walks: Mike Lock 
01297 551556; EDDC Countryside Service 01395 517557; other queries, 
including problems with grid references and meeting points: Martin Drake 

01460 220650.  
At the end of a walk or birdwatch the leader will ask for a donation to 

Society funds.  
 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 2016(extra material) 

Wed.  
7th 

09.30 - 
16.00 

Plateau grass cut, 
Undercliffs 

Another Undercliffs grass-
cutting.  Meet Stepps Lane 
09.30 

Wed.  
21st 

09.30 - 
16.00 

Plateau grass cut, 
Undercliffs 

Another Undercliffs grass-
cutting.  Meet Stepps Lane 
09.30 

Fri.  
30 th 

14.00 - 
17.00 

Ecological 
Explorers, Colyton 
Community 
Woodland 

Celebration of 40 years of 
CCW and Queen's 90th 
birthday. Teas, quizzes, 
etc. and other events. 
Organised by Colyton 
Parish Council with input 
from AVDCS. 

OCTOBER 2016 

Wed.  
5 th 

19.30 Talk - Bat tracking in 
Devon and Trinidad 

Adrian Bayley will talk 
about his projects. 
Colyford Memorial Hall. 
Joint with Legacy to 
Landscape. 

Sat.  
8 th 

10.00 - 
16.00 

Volunteer day - 
Colyton Community 
Woodland 

Scrub clearance. Meet at 
site Car Park, Hillhead 
(SY245934) ҉ 
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NOVEMBER 2016 

Wed.  
2nd 

19.30 Annual General 
Meeting and 
short talk 

Colyford Memorial Hall. Talk 
to be arranged – see website 
nearer the time. 

Wed.  
9 th 

10.00 - 
16.00 

Volunteer day - 
Holyford Woods 

Meet at Holyford Farm 
(SY236923 ) ҉ 

Sat.  
19 th 

10.00 - 
16.00 

Volunteer day - 
Undercliffs 

Laurel clearance. Meet at 
Pinhay (SX316914) ҉ 

Wed.  
23rd 

10.00 - 
13.00 

Walk –  
Seaton Wetlands 
to Colyton 

 A walk from the wetland to 
Colyton and back, 5 miles, 
with Lesley Clarke. Meet 
Seaton Wetlands CP 
(SY248914) 

Mon.  
28 th 

10.00 - 
17.00 

Duck Fantastic! 
West  
Sedgemoor 

With Ian Waite and RSPB. 
Meeting place to be arranged. 
Maximum 20 people so book 
with IW. Possible bird-watch 
and starling roost viewing in 
afternoon. ҉ 

 

DECEMBER 2016 

Mon.  
5 th 

10.00 - 
16.00 

Bird Watch - 
Portland 
Harbour and 
Radipole 

With Ian Waite. Meet Ferry 
Bridge car park (SY668755). 
Contact IW if attending. ҉ 

October 2016 -ctd 

Wed 
19th 

10.00- 
12.00 

Walk, Lamberts 
Castle 

With Graham Jones. Meet 
at Car Park (SY366988) 

Mon.  
24 th 

10.00 - 
14.00 

Bird Watch - 
Bowling Green 
Marsh 

With Ian Waite. Meet at 
Holman Way Car Park 
(SX968881). Inform IW if 
attending. ҉ 

Wed.  
26 th 

10.00 - 
16.00 

Volunteer day - 
Undercliffs 

Ware Pond clearance. 
Meet at Crow's Nest/Ware 
Lane (SY330916). Wear 
wellies.҉ 

Sat.  
29 th 

10.00 - 
13.00 

Walk - Parehayne 
Woods 

Woodland and Bridleways. 
With Donald Campbell. 
Park N end of Parehayne 
Woods (SY217973) 
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December ctd. 

Wed.  
7 th 

10.00 - 
16.00 

Volunteer day - 
Humble Pond 

Pond clearance. Meet at 
Whitlands (SY306911). Wear 
wellies. ҉ 

Tue.  
13 th 

10.00 - 
13.00 

Walk - Lanes and 
River Coly 

With Donald Campbell. Park 
Colyton CP, Dolphin St. 
(charges) (SY246940) 

Wed.  
14 th 

10.00 - 
16.00 

Volunteer day - 
Holyford Woods 

Meet at Holyford Farm 
(SY236923 ) ҉ 

 

JANUARY 2017 

Wed.  
4 th 

10.00 - 
16.00 

Volunteer day - 
Undercliffs 

Sheepwash maintenance. 
Meet at Stepps Lane 
(SY266903) ҉ 

Mon.  
9 th 

10.00 - 
17.00 

Bird-watch - 
Somerset 
Levels, with 
starling roost 

With Ian Waite. Meeting place 
to be arranged - contact IW if 
attending. ҉ 

Sun.  
15 th 

10.00 - 
13.00 

Walk - tributaries 
of the Axe 

With Martin Drake to explore 
the upper reaches of the 
catchment. Meet Chardstock 
village hall (ST312041) 

Wed.  
18 th 

10.00 - 
16.00 

Volunteer day - 
Trinity Hill LNR 

Scrub clearance. Meet at 
reserve CP (SY307959) ҉ 

Sat.  
28 th 

10.00 - 
16.00 

Volunteer day - 
Undercliffs 

Goat Island scrub clearance. 
Meet at Stepps Lane 
(SY266903) ҉ 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY  2017 

Sat.  
4 th 

10.00 - 
16.00 

Volunteer day - 
Colyton 
Community 
Woodland 

Scrub clearance. Meet at site 
CP, Hillhead (SY245934) ҉ 

Wed.  
15 th 

10.00 - 
16.00 

Volunteer day - 
Undercliffs 

Plateau scrub clearance. Meet 
at Stepps Lane (SY266903) ҉ 
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February 2017 ctd 

Sat.  
25 th 

09.30 - 
15.00 

Walk - 
Undercliffs 
Coast Path 

Walk 7 miles from end to end. 
Meet at Holmbush CP, Pound 
St (SY336920). Contact Roger 
Critchard to organise return 
transport (01460 220756). 
Strenuous; wear walking 
boots. 

 

MARCH  2017 

Sat.  
4 th 

10.00 - 
16.00 

Volunteer day - 
Undercliffs 

Humble Glades scrub and 
holm oak clearance. Meet at 
Whitlands (SY306911)҉ 

Thu.  
16 th 

10.30 - 
12.30 

Stroll - Cotleigh Short stroll for wild daffodils. 
With Donald Campbell. Park at 
roadside east of Cotleigh 
(ST213023) 

Sat.  
25 th 

10.00 - 
12.00 

Axe Estuary 
Clean-up - 
Axmouth side 

Meet Axmouth Bridge lay-by 
(SY253901). Wear wellies, 
gloves and warm clothes! 

Mon.  
27 th 

10.00-
14.00 

Bird Watch - 
Dartmoor, Steps 
Bridge and 
Dunsford 

With Ian Waite. Meet at car 
park on right-hand side past 
bridge (SX803883). Contact IW 
if attending.  ҉ 

Wed.  
29 th 

10.00 - 
12.30 

Stroll - Holyford 
Woods 

Spring flowers and more. With 
Mike Lock. Meet Seaton Tower 
lay-by, Seaton Down Hill 
(SY233913) 

 

Other walks and events in the area are arranged by the 
following organisations (among others): 

 

EDDC Countryside Service (01395 517557); 
www.eastdevon.gov.uk/countryside/countryside-events 

[They publish two booklets each year, winter and summer, with 
details of events organised by a wide range of organisations in 

this area] 
Seaton Visitor Centre Trust (www.seatonvisitorcentretrust.org) 

Jurassic Coast Trust 
(01305 224132; www.jurassiccoast.com) 

http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/countryside/countryside-events
http://www.jurassiccoast.com/
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Was it a bird, was it a plane, was it 

a……Lammergeier?! Dartmoor –16th May 2016 

 
Rob Johnson 

 
A mystery and some magic, but more of that later, firstly this was a Dartmoor 
stroll for birds through parts of the moor known as Soussons and 
Challacombe. 

Spring brings with it a surge of migrant birds to repopulate the wilder 
upland areas, left mostly silent in winter save for the sonorous croak of that 
iconic bird, the Raven. We did see a Raven on our walk, but as we gathered 
near the Warren House Inn, it was the lead herald of the new season, the 
Cuckoo, that first drew our attention with its fluting song. 

Throughout the day the sound of Cuckoos was a constant reminder 
that new birds on the block were staking out their territories and looking for 
mates. The plan was to amble along the usual five-mile circuit from King’s 
oven to Challacombe Farm returning via Headland Warren. 

As our party of nine descended into the shelter of the first valley, we 
were greeted as we’d hoped, by calls and sightings of Whinchats and Willow 
Warblers; both of these birds arriving here from sub-Saharan Africa. 
Whinchats, with their black cheeks and broad white ‘eyebrows’ were starting 
to pair up, and we saw good numbers as we walked the unusually dry track 
through the Soussons valley. The moor here looked beautiful, now dotted 
with bright green stunted hawthorns, willows and occasional rowans backed 
by the contrasting brown and sand colours on the savanna-like slopes of 
Birch Tor above us.  

Along the way we added Wheatears to the list; summer migrants too, 
which would soon breed in the lichen-bleached dry stone walls that enclosed 
long lost fields. A passing dog (on a long lead) had disturbed a pair bathing 
in a small stream and we had close views as they flitted nearby, drying their 
wings and preening. The very smart male with its blue-grey back, buff breast 
and characteristic pure white-patterned rump and black tail and the softer, 
creamier female showing off the same as they flew low across the heather. 
We heard and saw Bullfinch, Robin and Reed Bunting, with Dunnock, 
Meadow Pipit, Wren and Blackbird, all resident birds. 

As we progressed, the path, now invaded by the stream, shone 
iridescent in the weak sunlight, filtered by overcast skies. The lustrous 
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rainbow colours in the oil-like slicks caused by mineral-fed bacteria, coloured 
the pools and puddles for a short time until we reached our usual snack stop 
by the pines. Chiffchaffs and more Willow Warblers hid in trees of the same 
name and, remembering having once seen a Crossbill at this spot drinking 
from a pool, we were alerted to four birds that flew into cover as we arrived. 
The bright crimson/orange of a male Crossbill was spotted amongst the 
many dark trunks of willows and soon a lime/olive green female was also 
seen – two of these ‘parrot-like’ pairs it was thought came down to drink but 
all too quickly they were in flight above the pines and gone.                                                    

As we sat on the low walls of a ruined mineworker’s cottage for a mid-
morning break, a Tree Pipit was heard singing, as so often just here, and 
performing its fluttering display flight from the tops of short regenerating 
pines. Our rest was soon enlivened 
by the shout from a passing birder - 
“Red Kite”! This is a reintroduced 
bird of prey, now thriving in some 
parts of England and Wales and 
increasingly seen in our region, 
especially in spring. We saw it drift 
away into the distance, its markedly 
forked, triangular reddish tail and 
bent wing best distinguishing it from 
the local Common Buzzards. The 
way then opened out into grassland 
and blossoming gorse bushes and 
here were Skylarks and Meadow 
Pipits abounding. Leaving behind a 
Siskin, Jay and Great Spotted 
Woodpecker amongst the felled plantation, a migrant Whitethroat could be 
heard, its scratchy song coming from some low brambly scrub. 

As we approached Challacombe Farm, both Swallows and House 
Martins became increasingly abundant; they would soon be nesting in and 
under the eaves of the farm. While we were enjoying their chattering 
aerobatics, the sound and startling sight of two Peregrine Falcons in chasing 
flight took our attention briefly. We looked for another migrant species that 
normally takes advantage of the many nest boxes, situated on the trunks of 
large broad leaved trees, in the enclosure of this wildlife-friendly farm oasis. 
Sadly, Redstarts could not be found to entertain us this year, as we had our 
lunch near the medieval ruins. A Mistle Thrush, with its plaintiff Blackbird-like 
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call, bid farewell to us and then, redeemingly, we heard both Garden Warbler 
and Blackcap. Finally, a Spotted Flycatcher did its thing from post to post as 
we left the farm. Nuthatch, Tree Creeper, House Sparrow, Long Tailed Tit, 
Pied Wagtail, Song Thrush, Bullfinch and Chaffinch were seen here too. 

The long haul up to Headland Warren Farm was not relieved this time 
by the stunning sight and smell of the intense Bluebell haze that we have 
once witnessed; perhaps they were late, or we were early or maybe it just 
wasn’t their year. None the less, the mix of Bluebells and Violets by the track 
was still attractive, as had been the water-borne white-flowered swathes of 
Ivy-leaved Crowfoot seen earlier in the day, miniature pink Lousewort, 
blue/white Milkwort and bright yellow Tormentil. A smart male Reed Bunting 
called, another Cuckoo flew across nearby then landed in view being harried 
on the same branch by Meadow Pipits, even as it called, and a Kestrel 
hovered some way off. 

Many more Whinchats were seen and smart Stonechats too, perched 
as they like to do with a good vantage point from the tops of stems. We would 
have wished to see a Ring Ouzel on the way back to rejoin our original path 
but migrant numbers are declining generally and in particular, in parts of 
Dartmoor where they once bred. 

Thoughts of cake refreshment took over as we neared the cars and 
from our contentment at a day well spent in good company and in glorious 
landscape, we were suddenly gripped by wild anticipation! Not by Tamara’s 
boiled cake, though that was to be wonderful enough, but by text messages 
to our guide, Ian Waite, from his son Steve, the Devon County Bird Recorder. 

These read to the effect ‘Lammergeier, seen to cross Avon Dam this 
morning - spotted at Yar Tor - now heading towards Soussons, not high 
flying’…….and close to where we were! 

All eyes instantly scanned the distant panorama with binoculars, as 
cake was administered for shock. A few Buzzards were unfairly dismissed 
without ceremony until very distantly, a large ‘bird’ was seen gliding along 
the Hameldown ridge and occasionally dropping down slightly into the 
Challacombe valley. It appeared against the sky, looking dark with long 
straight wings and when seen with a background of the moor, some lighter 
plumage was revealed. Could this really be it? The Lammergeier or Bearded 
Vulture - an Asian, Central European mountain species with a nine-foot 
wingspan is known to feast from the marrow of animal bones that it drops 
from height to smash on the rocks below!! This would be a ‘lifer’ for many 
and was a ‘mega’ rarity for the UK (if not an escapee), indeed, probably the 
first sighting of a wild bird since records began! 
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Soon it was lost to view and gradually our party dispersed, no doubt 
with much pondering about what we had witnessed. A few hardy types in 
‘twitch mode’ decided to set off by car for a closer view, perhaps. A single 
track road led us below the eastern slopes of Challacombe Down, looking up 
at the broad back of Hameldown, stretching North/South from Grimspound 
to Widecombe; making an excellent ridge walk on a fine day. 

Meeting some motorised ‘birders’ on the road, whom we had seen 
earlier beside the Warren House Inn, we were passed the mind-numbing 
news that it was not a Lammergeier, not even a bird,…. but a plane shaped 
‘drone’!!  Still unbelieving, we kept going, passing more birders hot on the 
trail, but also passing a person carrying radio control equipment! 

Yes, there had been a juvenile, first summer Lammergeier on 
Dartmoor that day; it had been seen and identified near Venford Reservoir, 
then at Babeny and heading northwards towards Challacombe Down. It had 
first been spotted on the 12th of May near the Welsh side of the second 
Severn crossing and filmed taking off from a rock ledge, see online: (Mark 
Golley's birding round-up 11 - 17 May ) Though there are populations in 
the Spanish Pyrenees, it was believed to be the same wild bird seen in 
Belgium on the 9th and thought to be the progeny of some Bearded Vultures 
reintroduced to the Swiss Alps in 1986. The young birds are sometimes 
known to be wide-ranging in their early years; one, named ‘Sardona’ was 
tracked as far as the coast of Normandy in 2011. Surprisingly elusive, ‘our 
bird’ was recorded in the days that followed, in a few places across Dartmoor 
and into Cornwall, before disappearing from the radar completely a week or 
so later. 

Doubts remain for some of us to this day and possibly encouragement 
to try to make more critical observations/notes, even sketches or photos in 
the field, as much as one can. However, in this instance, at that extreme 
range, jumping to a conclusion was too easy - in the excitement of the 
moment!   After all, there had been a Dalmatian Pelican in Cornwall the week 
before and at the other end of the UK, a Black-browed Albatross………. 
anything was possible! 

Does the mind see what we see or what we want to believe we are 
seeing? 

- that’s magic! 
 
 
Ed.: And a Black-browed Albatross was seen from a S Devon 

headland on 19 August 2019! 

http://www.rarebirdalert.co.uk/v2/Content/weeklyroundup2016-20.aspx?s_id=694888863
http://www.rarebirdalert.co.uk/v2/Content/weeklyroundup2016-20.aspx?s_id=694888863
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Grassland conservation in Seaton at Beer Road 
Rob Beard 

 

For the past two years your Society has been running an initiative in 

partnership with Devon County Council to conserve species-rich grassland 

on the grass verge running along Beer Road in Seaton. 

These grassland verges are in the form of steep, south-facing banks 

and cover an area of about 1300 square meters or a little over a third of an 

acre. Despite their limited extent they are exceptionally rich in grasses and 

herbs and are of particular value for pollinating insects. The underlying soils 

are stiff red clays derived from the Triassic Keuper Marls, the top foot of 

which contains numerous cobbles of chalk and calcareous Greensand. The 

infertile clays are very susceptible to drought and cracking. Add to this the 

long hours of summer sunshine and desiccating salt 

winds and the result is a highly stressed environment 

that is predisposed to species richness. Management 

through cutting and the industrious activities of the 

Yellow Meadow Ant ensure that patches of bare 

ground are regularly created allowing space for 

germination and recruitment.  

Many of the plants present are those of neutral 

“meadow” grasslands such as Cowslip, Knapweed 

and Quaking Grass but there are also plants that are 

calcicolous and demand alkaline conditions to grow 

including Ploughman’s Spikenard, Horseshoe Vetch, 

Hoary Plantain and the Pyramidal and Ladies’ 

Tresses Orchids. The nationally scarce (though 

locally abundant) umbellifer Oenanthe pimpinelloides 

or Corky-fruited Water Dropwort is present in great 

density. Another rare umbellifer, Petroselinium 

segetum, the Corn Parsley, occurs in the area 

growing through the sparse sward. Its usual habitat is at the margins of 

arable fields on limy soils where it has been drastically diminished by the 

activities of intensive farming.  
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Legumes are particularly well represented and include Common 

Vetch, Bush Vetch, Tufted Vetch, Horseshoe Vetch, Meadow Vetchling, 

Black Medick, Lesser Trefoil, Birds-foot Trefoil, Hop Trefoil, Common Rest-

harrow and Red and White clovers. These pea-flower plants are the food 

source for many caterpillars and support the populations of Common Blue 

butterflies and Six-spot Burnet moths in the area. 

Prior to 2015 the banks 

were cut four times during the 

growing season between April and 

September and the cuttings were 

left to break down.  

This management 

prevented many plants from 

setting seed and inhibits the 

recruitment of seedlings. The 

abrupt removal of nectar sources 

adversely affects invertebrate 

populations. Leaving the cuttings 

in place increases the amount of 

smothering thatch in the base of 

the sward and increases nutrient 

levels which will, in time, lower the 

overall plant diversity and favour 

coarser species, tending towards 

a ranker type of sward.  

The new management 

regime allows the grass to grow from mid-March and uses a main cut around 

mid-July to remove the bulk of the biomass. The cuttings are dried, bagged 

and removed and amount to about the equivalent of a dozen or so small hay 

bales. All work has to be undertaken under the supervision of a Highways 

Chapter 8 trained operative alongside AVDCS volunteers. 

The scheme has not only nature conservation value but real access 

and public engagement currency. The South West Coast Path runs along 

the verges and brings thousands of walkers along the route every year, 
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providing another layer to the substantial “wildlife offer” that draws tourists to 

Seaton. 

The scheme has been generally well received by the local residents 

bar one or two highly vocal exceptions who seem to think that the countryside 

caters for flower-rich grassland in abundance and that encouraging it in an 

urban setting is somehow negative to the human experience. This picket-

fenced and striped-lawn mentality ignores the fact that, to our great loss, 

virtually all the species-rich unimproved grassland has been lost from the 

countryside because of intensive agriculture, that values maximum profit 

over maximum product and views land as just another asset to sweat. 

The future of agricultural policy and the agri-environment schemes are 

going to see much change in the coming years. If we are to embark on a 

route of ever-increasing input/output farming systems and relaxation of 

environmental protection then schemes such as this will become more 

relevant. Road verges, industrial sites, amenity landscape, churchyards, 

parks and gardens may soon provide an important refuge for our dwindling 

wildflowers and our attitudes to urban wildlife will have to change. Nature 

only ever belongs to our children and it is up to us to ensure that this most 

priceless legacy is passed on intact.  

The best time to see the verges on Beer Road are in late May or early 

June when the wildflowers are at their peak. An evening walk after dark on a 

hot July evening will be rewarded with sightings of Glow-worms. Around the 

third week of August when the grass has been shorn, a keen eye will be able 

to spot the tiny Ladies’ Tresses Orchids growing above the sward. 
 

 

Please note the Society’s 

website: 

 

www.axevaleconservation.org.uk 

 

 

 

http://www.axevaleconservation.org.uk/
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Schoolchildren come to Colyton Community Woodland 
Lesley Clarke 

 
In Colyton, AVDCS are now managing the Community Woodland on 

behalf of the Parish Council. When discussing management we felt that 

‘Community’ was one of the most important points. Obviously we wish to 

manage the Woodland for the wildlife, and also get locals involved.  

With this in mind, we got in touch with Colyton Primary School and 

arranged to have two classes spend a morning each at the Woodland. These 

events were run by Penny Evans from East Devon District Council who, as 

an Education Ranger, can be booked for such events.  

On 13th April Class A came to visit for a morning. Penny started the 

day with a story about children who live in a black and white world, to explain 

how lucky we all are to have the colours around us that we do. Following this, 

the children went looking for natural things of as many different colours as 

they could find. We then went bug hunting, had hot chocolate using Penny's 

special kettle, whilst the children talked about the insects and were shown 

some birds’ nests brought along by Penny. The teacher was very 

enthusiastic and hopes we will do more.  

On 25th May some Year 5 children joined us for the morning, again 

with Penny. The children seemed to thoroughly enjoy both the minibeast 

hunting and creating a habitat for the insects. This means there is now a 

permanent home for insects made by local children at Colyton Community 

Woodland. As the children left they were all talking about how much they had 

enjoyed themselves, which was lovely to hear.  

After each of the sessions, Ruth Gray, our Treasurer, made 

certificates for the classes and I delivered these to the school. I know that 

the teachers will have made sure that they were put up on the notice boards 

for all to see.  

These are events that we would like to build on in the future. 

Encouraging children to care about the environment and engage with wildlife 

is important, Colyton Primary School enjoyed the events so we hope to do 

something similar next year. Penny's help was invaluable and hopefully we 

can book her again.  
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Steps Bridge, Dunsford, Dartmoor - 14th March 2016 
Miriam Pavey 

 
The sun shone all day for twenty enthusiastic birders who set off at 10 a.m. 

under the experienced guidance of Ian Waite. As we crossed Steps Bridge 

we had our first sighting of a 

Dipper, posing at close range on a 

boulder close to the river bank. 

Another pair were spotted a little 

further up-river, busily feeding in 

the fast-flowing water. Nearby 

there was also a Grey Wagtail. It 

wasn’t long before we were 

listening to the melodious song of a 

thrush, and watching it feasting on Ivy berries; shortly afterwards we saw a 

Redwing.  

The target species for the day was the Lesser Spotted Woodpecker – 

a species in decline and now becoming rare in 

Devon. Early in our wanderings two keen-eyed 

spotters had glimpses of birds high up in the 

twiggy canopy. The woodpeckers flitted about 

and moved on so quickly that many of the group 

only had fleeting glimpses of these sparrow-sized 

birds, but the experts saw enough to confirm the 

identification. Greater Spotted Woodpeckers 

were a lot more co-operative, and we were able 

to watch them probing into bark crevices and 

decaying wood right above our heads. Tree-

creepers were busy foraging, and showing well in 

the sunlight as they crept mouse-like up tree 

trunks, supported by their tiny feet and stiff tail 

feathers. Several beautiful Nuthatches in the 

branches above had us almost bending over backwards as we trained our 

binoculars on them.  



26 

 

Blue Tits flitted about everywhere we looked. There were also Long-

tailed, Marsh and Coal Tits, easy to see among the bare boughs, and we 

also saw Goldcrest, Blackbird, Robin, Chaffinch and Woodpigeon in 

abundance as we wandered along riverside paths, admiring the wild 

Daffodils all along the way.  

Eventually we reached an open glade, where we settled down to enjoy 

our picnic lunches, overlooking a carpet of nodding yellow blooms. Above us 

five Buzzards put on a magnificent 

aerial display, with competition from 

three Ravens with their deep croaking 

calls. Just before we set off to return, a 

male and two female Bullfinches were 

easily seen by the whole group – who 

were photographed with all binoculars 

trained in one direction. Early Peacock 

and Comma butterflies were seen, 

having emerged from hibernation into 

the warmth; one Comma alighted on 

the hat of one of the ladies! 

As we neared the bridge we once again strained our necks, but looked 

in vain for another glimpse of the elusive Lesser Spotted Woodpecker. 

However, a mossy fallen tree trunk sprinkled with grain acted as a bird table 

and attracted a variety of small birds that provided an excellent opportunity 

for those with cameras.  

We returned to the car park at three o’clock and indulged in home-

made lemon drizzle cake as well as chocolate fairy cakes decorated with 

fluffy yellow chicks and tiny Easter eggs, generously provided by two 

members of the party. Another satisfying day appreciating the wonders of 

the natural world, only about an hour’s drive from where we live! 
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Bird walk at Fernworthy Reservoir 27th June 
Miriam Guard 

 
On a dry, warm but rather cloudy morning thirteen enthusiastic bird watchers 

met in the car park at Fernworthy Reservoir. Even before we left the car park 

we watched a Swallow that was successfully nesting just above the entrance 

to the ladies’ toilet. 

The group, led by Ian Waite set off at a leisurely pace to walk around 

the Reservoir. We had not gone far when two Common Sandpipers took off 

from the shoreline just 

below where we were 

standing, providing a great 

start to the walk.  Whilst 

following the flight path of 

the Sandpipers, two 

Redstarts were observed 

on some rather distant 

rocks. As we crossed the 

stream just below the dam, 

a beautiful Grey Wagtail 

was sighted briefly before it 

flew off into the vegetation.  As we then climbed up the path we heard the 

call of a Tree Pipit and it was eventually tracked down to the top of a nearby 

tree, giving us good views. 

As we walked along the side of the Reservoir we saw a variety of birds 

including a young Grey Wagtail, two juvenile Stonechats which were 

balancing precariously on the top of gorse, ubiquitous Mallards, some 

Canada Geese and a variety of damsel flies and moths.  The highlight of this 

section of the walk was watching Swallows feed two fledglings that were 

perched in a tree, giving us great views of their feeding process. 

Stopping on the edge of a wooded area for a coffee break, the group 

watched a male Siskin display several times, launching himself from the top 

of a nearby tree.  He was resplendent in his green and yellow plumage and 

the sun shining through his tail feathers was a memorable sight.  As he 
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disappeared from view another Tree Pipit was heard and it displayed for us 

by rising vertically and ‘parachuting’ down again.  

 Refreshed by the break and 

the delicious cake we continued 

around the Reservoir and we came 

upon an area of open meadow 

flanked by trees. It provided 

‘something for everyone’.  This area 

was sunny and sheltered and the 

group was enthralled watching a 

Spotted Flycatcher feed young, and 

then a male and female Pied 

Flycatcher and a male Redstart catch 

insects. There was also a plentiful 

array of orchids and other interesting 

and colourful flora to look at. 

En route to our lunch stop, we heard Green Woodpeckers yaffling but 

disappointingly, they were hidden by the tree foliage.  Willow Warblers sang 

in the trees around us as we ate our lunch and we watched juvenile Swallows 

perfect their aerial manoeuvres over the 

water in front of us. More delicious cake 

helped to boost our energy levels and we 

continued with the walk. 

As we neared the car park we had a 

brief view of a colourful male Bullfinch and 

good views of another Tree Pipit. After a 

short additional stroll we left Fernworthy 

having had a most enjoyable and 

satisfying day. Many thanks to Ian Waite 

for leading this excellent walk and to Doug 

and to Tammy for generously providing 

cake. 

 

 



29 

 

 

AXE VALE & DISTRICT CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
Registered Charity No. 266682 

Subscription Application/Renewal 
(for the year ending 30th September) 

To: Hon Treasurer, Mrs Ruth Gray, The Lodge, Windsor Moat, Sidford, Sidmouth,  

EX10 9AJ  

 

I/We* would like to join the Society*/renew our subscription*and pay  

£ …….  by Banker's Order (Banker's Order form enclosed) /Cheque* / PO*. 

I/we have not* received a copy of the latest Newsletter. 

(*Please delete as applicable) 

Minimum Subscription and Donation: 

●           £2.00 - Individual 

●           £3.00 - Two persons at the same address 

●           £0.50 - Junior (non-voting) member 

Name (In Block Capitals)…………………………………………Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 

Address:…………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………Postcode:……………………….. 

Telephone Number:…………………………………..Date:……………………….. 

(Please note that membership records are held in computerised form. If you 

 have any objection to your details being held in this way, please notify the Treasurer.  

 

Gift Aid Declaration: Completing a Gift Aid Declaration ensures that we can make 

 the most of your subscription/donation. 

I, Title………… Forename……………………..Surname…………………………… 

Address………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………Postcode…………………………. 

To The Axe Vale and District Conservation Society. Please treat all subscriptions/donations 

that I have made in the past four years and all future subscriptions/donations that I make 

from this date as Gift Aid donations until I notify you otherwise.. 

 

Signature………………………………………Date………………………. 

 

NB. In each tax year you need to pay enough Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax to cover 

the amount of tax that we shall be claiming. At present we claim 25p in every £1.  

Please let us know if you no longer pay enough tax, if your name or address  

changes, or if you wish to cancel this declaration.  
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Mr P. Cook   8 North St., Axminster 
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Mr N. Croton   Gashay Farm, Hawkchurch 
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Mr R.Dawe   Doulting, Kilmington 

Mrs H. Horley   Tucker's Orchard, Dalwood 

Mr R. How   21, Burnards Field, Colyton 

Mr R.J.Olliver   Lost Elms, 9 River View Close, Colyton 

Mr N.Yool   Forge Farm, Rock, Membury 

Mr & Mrs M. Payne  14 Dragons Mead, Axminster 

Mrs B. Pocock   3 Old Manor Gardens, Colyford 

Mrs P. Price   7 York Road, Seaton 

Mrs C. Sargent   Ruffles, Doatshayne Lane, Musbury 

Mrs A. Smith   18 Burnham Close, Seaton 

Mrs J. Stacey Buckthorn, Rocombe Cross, Axminster (for 

Raymonds Hill).  

Mrs E. Stonex Highcroft, Whitford Road, Kilmington 

Mr I. Waite   38 Durley Road, Seaton 

Mrs M. Waters   12 Talbot Road, Lyme Regis 
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