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A note from the Chairman 
 

Martin Drake 
 

Our AGM last November was a low-key affair with reduced calorie intake 

compared to previous years, but still a good time for chat.  The big change 

to the committee was Roger Ash stepping down as Treasurer and his 

replacement by Ruth Gray. Roger served seven years which is a long time 

in the one post where you have to be right all the time. Roger was 

meticulous in his record-keeping, always did things on time and, as well as 

counting the pennies, kept track of our ever-increasing membership list, 

newsletter distribution, gift-aid returns and preparing the annual accounts. 

All this was done with equanimity and a smile. We were fortunate to have 

Roger, and hope he enjoys the break. Which brings me to Ruth. It was an 

unintended consequence of attending Ian Waite’s birding trips that Ruth 

ended up offering to be treasurer. She has knuckled down to the job very 

quickly, despite the increasing burden of financial regulation. At the AGM, 

we also welcomed Simon Gray, Ruth’s husband, to the committee, which is 

most welcome as we now have a useful in-house specialist on insurance 

issues.  The other change was the loss of Lucy Morton who moved to 

Shropshire, depriving us, among other things, of our Grizzly marshalling 

organiser. Lucy was particularly valuable on the committee for her 

knowledge of several conservation organisations that she had worked for, 

and a hands-on understanding of countryside issues. 

In the last six months the committee agreed financial support for two 

projects.  East Devon AONB’s project Legacy to Landscape – linking King 

John’s Oak to the Future has just been awarded a grant from the Heritage 

Lottery Fund, and AVDCS will contribute some matching funding. See Pete 

Youngman’s article on this project, which we hope will involve us all. We 

will also contribute towards the publication of a book written by Donald 

Campbell, our president, on the natural history of the lower Axe and its 

surrounds. As Donald spends a huge amount of time in the countryside 

here, there cannot be a better qualified author. 
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In October last year we unveiled a new interpretation board at the 

Borrowpit on Seaton Marshes. This was the combined efforts of AVDCS 

and EDDC’s Countryside Team, with a useful financial input from the 

legacy from Derek Ord-Smith, our treasurer for 13 years before Roger. We 

were pleased to have Katherine Ord-Smith at the opening as she and 

Derek were key players in its early days when AVDCS took it on some 25 

years ago. It is easy to forget, now that the wetlands have such a high 

profile, that the Borrowpit was an important step in recognising the value of 

these wetlands and providing public access. We have plans to extend the 

path around the whole pond to make it more accessible to everyone. 

Our new website is at last up-and-running. We make no pretence 

that it’s the last word in presentation but it does the job, and I do try to keep 

it up-to-date. Last-minute changes to events appear there under ‘Current 

Events’, such as bad weather causing cancellations (too many this 

season!). Bit by bit, I will try to get past AVDCS newsletters into the 

website’s archive.  Pamela Rice, a committee member from the very early 

days, kindly sent me a series of newsletters from the start so we now have 

a complete set. What happened and how the society went about its 

business 40 years ago deserves an article in itself. 

I must mention membership numbers. At the AGM, we could report 

983 members, tantalisingly close to that grail of 1000 members. One of this 

summer’s aims is recruit 17 members more than we lose. Perhaps our 

Open Day on 27 August will attract a few more. This is becoming an annual 

event as it is proving so popular. Do come along! 

Your email address – in our efforts to move into the present century, 

we would like to be able to contact members (who don’t object) by email.  

Do let one of us have your address. 

 

Please note the Society’s 

website: 

 

www.axevaleconservation.org.uk 

http://www.axevaleconservation.org.uk/
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Norman Moore 1923 – 2015 

 
Norman Moore, who died on 15

th
 October 2015, aged 92, was one of the 

most distinguished conservationists of the 20
th
 century. His connection with 

our area comes through one of his first jobs, that of the Nature 

Conservancy’s Regional Officer for South West England from 1953 to 

1960. During his tenure he chose many of the National Nature Reserves in 

the region, including the Axmouth-Lyme Regis Undercliffs NNR.  

In late 1944 Norman was taken prisoner by German forces and 

interned in a POW camp – one of four British prisoners among 23,000 

Russians. On his release he was (ironically in view of his future career) 

sprayed with DDT to kill lice. After being ‘fattened up’, he returned to 

England and became an Assistant Lecturer at Bristol University where he 

completed his Ph.D., on dragonflies – which became a life-long interest.  

In 1960 he was chosen to take charge of a multi-disciplinary unit at 

Monks Wood to study the effects of pesticides on wildlife (Colin Walker, 

until recently a member of the AVDCS Committee, was chemist to the 

team). The team established the link between organochlorine pesticides 

(such as DDT) in wildlife and the way in which these persistent chemicals 

accumulated in the food chain until they reached dangerous levels in top 

predators such as Peregrine Falcons. Their work led (eventually) to the 

banning of these chemicals.  

In 1974 the government split the research arm of the Nature 

Conservancy away to form the Institute of Terrestrial Ecology. Norman, 

who had vigorously opposed this change, became Chief Advisory Officer to 

the new Nature Conservancy Council until his retirement in 1983. He used 

his leaving present to have a pond dug in the field at the end of his garden; 

here he continued to study dragonflies. He wrote of his career and its 

interactions with politicians in ‘The Bird of Time’ and later described his 

creation of woodlands and a pond in ‘Oaks, Dragonflies and People’.  

During his time at Monks Wood, Norman worked with Max Hooper 

(who joined an AVDCS hedge study day at Musbury a few years ago) and 

Ernest Pollard, on hedges; they documented hedge loss and also 

established Hooper’s Rule (the age of a hedge in hundreds of years equals 
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the number of species in a 30-yard stretch). Norman was the founder and, 

for some time, Chairman of the Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group 

(FWAG). His recommendations formed the backbone of the 1981 Wildlife 

and Countryside Act. He was also Chair of the IUCN Odonata Specialist 

Group and travelled to among other places, Chile and Easter Island to 

study dragonflies. His book, ‘The Bird of Time’, describes his career and 

the ramifications of it. In ‘The New Naturalists’, Peter Marren excellently 

described Norman in his eighties as ‘graceful, courteous and wise’. Having 

worked with Norman on the Management Committee of Wicken Fen, I can 

vouch wholeheartedly for this.  
 

Mike Lock 

 

 

 

Devon Bird Atlas 2007-2013, edited by Stella Beavan and Mike Lock, 
was published in January 2016. It contains distribution maps of all the 
bird species recorded during those years, and for breeding species it 
reprints the maps from Sitters’s Tetrad Atlas of the Breeding Birds of 

Devon (1988) for comparison. There are full accounts of the commoner 
species and maps of abundance in summer and winter. There are 508 

pages and the book is also copiously illustrated in colour. The price 
(hardback) is £40 plus £6.99 p.& p. from www.devonbirds.org, from 

Natural History Book Service, or from your local bookseller. 

AVDCS Open Day 
This will be on Saturday 27

th
 August, 0900-1600. An opportunity for you 

to meet the Officers and Committee, to learn about our work and 

activities. Events to include a Moth Breakfast (with bacon butties), Insect 

Walk, Plant Walk, a Guide in the Hide to help you with bird 

identification. Tea and Coffee from the Discovery Hut. Optical 

Equipment to try and for sale.  

Together with Seaton Wetlands Volunteer Day.  

http://www.devonbirds.org/
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River Management in East Devon 

 
Donald Campbell 

 
In July 2015 the East Devon AONB team changed their usual pattern of 

partnership meetings when they invited speakers to introduce different 

aspects of river management. The first two were particularly relevant to 

AVDCS members as they used the Axe to illustrate their talks; the other 

two were concerned with the Otter.  

Hugh Davey, River Catchment Co-ordinator with the Environment 

Agency, spoke of the Water Framework Directive, part of European 

legislation designed to preserve, restore and improve the ecological and 

chemical status of water bodies. Under this directive, catchment 

partnerships would aim to deliver practical, cost-effective management of 

water quality and biodiversity while reducing flood risk and developing 

resilience to climate change. Various water characteristics were 

categorised as of high, good, moderate, poor or bad quality with a target of 

good by 2015 but, on a six-year cycle, by 2021 or even 2027. For the four 

operational compartments from the Exe eastwards, good quality was only 

achieved on Exmoor. The Sid, Otter, Axe and Lim catchments were 

moderate or poor, largely because of diffuse run-off, particularly from maize 

crops. Earlier optimism, for instance about phosphate levels, had been 

misleading because of inaccurate measurements at inappropriate sites, 

and permissible thresholds that were too high.  

In 2013-14 the East Devon Catchment Partnership, involving a 

steering group of twelve organisations hosted by Devon Wildlife Trust and 

the West Country Rivers Trust, aimed to prevent further deterioration, to 

control invasive non-native species and to provide water benefits linked to 

access and enjoyment, as well as alleviating flooding. Following collection 

of data, bids would be made for funding, which was not easy to get, but a 

maize project had been financed by DEFRA and had featured as a 

prominent storyline in ‘The Archers’.  
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Catchment-Sensitive Farming 

 

Bryn Thomas (Natural England) told how the resources promoting 

catchment-sensitive farming were directed towards 70 catchments in 

protected areas, such as AONBs, with fifteen priority areas in the South 

West. In the Axe catchment problems included eutrophication, particularly 

over-enrichment with phosphates which led to algal blooms, late application 

of manure at times when there was little vegetation cover to prevent run-off, 

storage of manure without roof cover or concrete base, leading to yet more 

sediment run-off, and to the covering of spawning gravel together with an 

unfavourable impact on invertebrates. There were also problems with soil 

compaction due to heavy machinery and repeated livestock movements, 

preventing water being held in the soil.  

Farm events and workshops were held to demonstrate practical land 

management techniques, but the ‘one to one’ advice available was mainly 

sought by farmers who already attempted good practice. Cold calling could 

get less willing farmers on board. Around the Axe, £366,000 had been 

made available following 29 agreements between farmers and Natural 

England in 2015.  

A case study showed how run-off from maize cultivation could be 

reduced if early-maturing varieties were used; their harvesting could be 

early enough to allow a cover crop to be planted to reduce winter erosion. 

Rough surface ploughing could improve water infiltration, cross drains 

could intercept water and avoid run-off, while new tracks could be designed 

in such a way that they weren’t potential watercourses carrying away yet 

more topsoil.  

 

West to the Otter  

 

Topics moved west when Mark Elliot from Devon Wildlife Trust 

updated us on the local Beavers that had been proved, by genetic analysis, 

to be of Eurasian stock, and also shown to be tapeworm-free. Among other 

tests, body cavity cameras checked the surface of the liver for cysts while 

ultrasound allowed checking of the interior of the liver.  
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Finally Mike Williams, also from the Environment Agency, but 

working with Clinton Devon Estates, outlines his sometimes contentious 

plans for restoring the Otter estuary to something like its former size. Mike 

has worked with Fraser Rush and others in developing the Seaton 

Wetlands, particulatrly Black Hole Marsh with its self-regulating tide gate. 

After lunch we walked to Beaver sites by the river, and were greeted 

by views of Kingfishers who choose the sandy banks of the Otter for their 

nest holes.  
 

 

 
 

 

This article and the two by Jenny Ford should have appeared in 

the previous newsletter. My apologies for omitting them. Ed. 
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A Well Travelled Helmet 

 
Mike Lock 

 
Just before Christmas 2015 we took a walk along Seaton beach. The 

weather in the preceding few days had been stormy with south-westerly 

gales, and the tide line was littered with hundreds of white cuttlebones – 

the internal skeletons of cuttlefish Sepia officinalis – some bearing what 

appeared to be large tooth marks! There were other things on the tide line, 

too. A short fluorescent tube must have been in the water a long time, 

floating upright, because the lower end carried a cluster of large goose 

barnacles Lepas anatifera. A circular cork net float and a partially crushed 

plastic bottle also bore clusters of these barnacles which attach themselves 

to floating debris in the sea.  

Also on the tideline was a blue safety helmet. It had typical unstalked 

barnacles inside and also one large goose barnacle on the outside. It didn’t 

look like any normal British safety helmet, but for the moment we thought 

little of it, photographed the goose barnacle, and left the helmet where it 

was. However, the helmet had the name of the owner on it, and also a 

company name – Pomerleau – and out of curiosity I looked this up on the 

internet and found that that it was the name of a civil engineering company 

based in Quebec, Canada. This started to look interesting, and I hurried 

back to the beach and retrieved the helmet. I also sent an email to the 

company and in the New Year they replied, fascinated, and asking for 

photographs.  

At first Pomerleau thought that the owner of the helmet was no 

longer working for them, but eventually they traced him and found that (a) 

he was still an employee and (b) that the helmet had been blown off by a 

gust of wind when he was working on the building of a multi-purpose dock 

at Sept-Îles, on the north coast of the Gulf of St Lawrence, sometime in 

2014. (Of course, the helmet shouldn’t have blown off -  the straps must 

have been unfastened!).  
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Pomerleau posted the story of the helmet on their Facebook pages 

and this generated a good deal of comment, most of it in idiomatic French!  

Sadly, it has not been possible to trace the exact date when the 

helmet went into the sea, but it seems that it must have taken between 18 

months and two years for it to drift across the Atlantic and fetch up on 

Seaton beach. The distance is about 2,600 miles. It was still in very 

reasonable condition after this long journey.  

In fact, quite a lot of material from the New World drifts across the 

Atlantic and ends up on our beaches, often making a longer journey than 

the helmet. The seeds of various American plants, some of them tropical 

and originating in the Caribbean, are not infrequently found on western 

beaches (see Charles Nelson’s ‘Sea Beans and Nickar Nuts’ (BSBI 

Handbook No 10)). A recent note in British Wildlife (Vol. 27, No 2, pp.136-

7) tells how several species of North American mollusc, most of them never 

before recorded on the eastern side of the Atlantic, have been found in and 

on plastic debris washed ashore on Chesil Beach.  
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Birdwatching with Ian Waite 
 

Dartmoor 11
th

 May 2015 
 

Jenny Ford 
 

On arriving in the car park walking on Dartmoor did not seem such a good 

idea. The mist had come down and the wind was blowing. Ian assured us 

the weather was going to improve.  Our spirits were lifted by the sound of a 

Cuckoo away in the mist. Ever the optimists we set off up the path in hot 

pursuit of the Cuckoo.  Sure enough within ten minutes the clouds were 

lifting and shortly we were in sunshine. The day became better and better. 

The male Cuckoo was sitting in a tree well within view calling, a female was 

bubbling her response behind us. The male took off giving us the 

opportunity to see him fly.  The Cuckoo is quite a big bird and flying looks a 

bit like a bird of prey. It flew 

up and around and then 

landed in the same tree.   

As we walked further 

down the path a female 

Willow Warbler in the top of 

a small bush was flapping 

her wings in a display aimed 

at the males.  Chaffinches 

and Blackbirds were singing 

and Swallows were swooping 

low catching flies. Skylarks 

were singing high in the air 

and Meadow Pipits were 

flitting from bush to bush. Whitethroats were busy about their business and 

we were trying hard to keep them in our sights. 
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We walked on seeing many male and female Whinchats. It was a 

good opportunity to be able to compare them with the Stonechats that kept 

appearing.  At our coffee stop, a derelict building, the Coal Tits in the bush 

growing out of the wall seemed to be making a nest.  We felt they were a 

pair and we must try not to disturb them. A Robin perched in the bush right 

in front of us was perhaps waiting for titbits. Over the break the general 

agreement was that there were many more Whinchats than last year.  Then 

in the top of a tree appeared a Tree Pipit, he stayed long enough for us all 

to have a good look.  

We strolled on by a babbling brook that became a pretty waterfall at 

the base of a tree. A Goldcrest was 

spotted in one of the willows. The area 

opened up to drop below us and then rise 

to a felled wood giving us a good view of 

a Jay flitting and hopping in the tree 

stumps. We heard a Yellowhammer in 

the gorse but did not manage to spot 

him. We were hoping to see Redstarts, in 

previous years they had been present 

along this stretch of the walk. We were 

blessed with the presence of several 

male and female Wheatears. One female 

Whinchat sat in the grass just feet from us while we 

all had a very good look and then flew up into a bush 

giving us an even better view. 

As we walked down the path to Challacombe 

and our lunch stop the Swallows and Martins were in 

abundance.  Not to be overlooked a male chirping 

House Sparrow drew our attention on a post.  

Hopefully he found a mate. We took a little detour 

into a small copse where a Treecreeper was 

collecting nesting material and flying from tree to 

tree.  Shortly he was joined by another and a bit of 

agitation ensued then the original bird carried on 
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collecting giving us the most spectacular views of this splendid little bird.  

As we decided to leave a Redpoll landed on the wire above our heads 

giving us another surprise. 

We all settled ourselves down 

on the stones in the derelict building 

for lunch with our binoculars ready.  

By now the sun was warm and a 

comfy seat with food and drink was 

very welcome.  The chickens strolled 

by with an appraising look to see if 

there was anything for them.  They 

must have decided not as they 

strolled on and ignored us. Several 

birds were spotted during lunch 

including a Nuthatch hanging upside 

down in the young trees.  A singing 

Song Thrush was heard and the 

House Martins flew around the house. 

A visit to the “sleeping Troll bridge” started the afternoon session. 

The stream was sparkling and clear flowing quietly across the rocks. A 

Garden Warbler was heard, a Goldfinch and Spotted Flycatcher were seen. 

We waited for the warbler to appear but we were not lucky.  Heading off for 

the ancient fields we 

passed the cottage.  The 

raised bed outside the 

cottage was full of 

miniature cottages each 

different. Passing on we 

entered the historic 

landscape of fields, 

lynchetts, tin workings with 

masses of violets and the 

bluebells just beginning to 

show. We saw many more 
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Wheatears, Whinchats, Stonechats, Reed Buntings and some Buzzards on 

the way back to the cars.  We heard the Cuckoos on the way back up the 

hill in the same spots as earlier in the day.  The perfect way to end a most 

enjoyable day. 

Programme of Activities 

Spring and Summer 2016 

 

Please wear appropriate clothing and footwear; bring a picnic to events 
marked with an asterisk (☼). Car share where possible, contacting leader if 

need be. Contact numbers: Work Party details: Donald Campbell 01297 
552945; for Bird Watch details: Ian Waite 01297 20326; walks: Mike Lock 
01297 551556; EDDC Countryside Service 01395 517557; other queries, 
including problems with grid references and meeting points: Martin Drake 

01460 220650.  
At the end of a walk or birdwatch the leader will ask for a donation to 

Society funds.  
 

 

APRIL 2016 

Thu. 
7

th
. 

19.30 
- 

c.21.00 

Talk - Bumblebees: 
Ecology, 
Conservation, 
Monitoring and 
Identification 

East Devon Beekeepers 
invite AVDCS to join them 

at a talk by John Butler 
from the Bumblebee 
Conservation Trust. 

Kilmington Village Hall. No 
charge. 

Sat. 
9

th
. 

10.00 
- 

13.00 

Walk on the 
Undercliff, Chimney 
Rock and the new 
permissive footpath 

With Donald Campbell.  
Meet at Holmbush car  
Park, Lyme Regis  
(SY336920). ☼ 

 

Wed. 
20

th
. 

08.00 
- 

all day 

Bird Watch, Portland 
for migrants 

With Ian Waite. Portland  
Bill and Observatory visit. 
Inform IW if attending. ☼ 

 

Mon. 
25

th
. 

08.00 
- 

12.00 

Bird Watch. Beer 
Head for migrants. 

With Ian Waite. Meet Beer 
Head C.P. (SX 227888). 

Optional p.m. on Seaton 
Marshes. 
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MAY 2016 

Sun. 
1

st
. 

09.00 
- 

16.00 

Bluebell Day, 
Holyford Woods. 
Walks, displays. 

Free shuttle bus from 
Colyford memorial Hall 10.30 

onwards. No parking at 
Holyford Farm.  Details from 
EDDC Countryside Service. 

Wed. 
4

th
. 

08.00 
- 

all day 

Bird Watch. 
Somerset Levels 

(Bitterns, 
Hobbies, etc.). 

With Ian Waite. Meet Ashcott 
Corner (ST449397). Inform IW 

if attending. ☼ 

Mon.. 
9

th
. 

10.00 
- 

all day 
 

Dartmoor stroll 
for moorland 

birds 

With Ian Waite. Meet King’s 
Oven C.P. (SX676811). Inform 

IW if attending. ☼ 

Wed. 
18

th
.. 

10.00 
- 

12.30 

Botanical stroll, 
Musbury Castle, 
mainly for spring 

flowers. 

With Mike Lock. Meet Musbury 
Village Hall car park 

(SY271945) 

Tues. 
24

th
. 

14.00 
- 

16.00 

Botanical Stroll, 
Great Trill Farm 

With Mike Lock. Meet Great 
Trill Farm (SY291957). £4 to 

include tea. 

Sat. 
28

th
. 

10.00 
- 

15.00 

Expedition to the 
Plateau, chalk 

grassland 
hidden within 

the Undercliffs 
overlooking 

Lyme Bay. 5 mile 
strenuous walk. 

Booking essential: EDDC 
01395 516 551 Ext. 2757. Meet 

at Stepps Lane (SY266903). 
Wear walking boots, bring 

drink and lunch. Suggested 
donation £5. 

 

 

JUNE 2016 

Early 
in the 
month 
- tba 

T.B.A. Night-jar evening With Ian Waite. Contact IW for 
details. ☼ 

Wed 
27

th
. 

10.00 
- 

12.30 

Walk, Kilmington 
area; 5 miles. 

With Lesley & Peter 
Clarke. Meet Roman Road, 

Kilmington (SY267984) 
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Mon. 
6

th
. 

10.30 
- 

p.m. 

Walk to visit to 
the source of the 

Axe, 4 miles” 

With Ian Waite. Meet 
Winyard's Gap pub, 

Chedington off the A356 
(ST492062). Return to pub for 

lunch. 

June ctd. 

Wed 
15

th
. 

17.00 
- 

19.30 

Evening walk 
around 

Stonebarrow 
area 

With Donald Campbell. Meet 
at Stonebarrow car park at far 

east end (SY389935). 

Sun. 
19

th
. 

10.30 
- 

13.00 

Pond-dipping for 
adults 

With Martin Drake. Meet at 
Seaton Wetlands Classroom 

(SY251918). Wear wellies! 

Sat. 
25

th
. 

10.00 
- 

14.00 

Guided walk to 
Goat Island, 
perhaps the 

most famous 
part of the 
Undercliffs 

reserve.  

Booking essential: EDDC 
01395 516 551 Ext. 2757. Meet 

at Stepps Lane (SY266903). 
Wear walking boots.  

3-mile walk. 
Suggested donation £5. ☼ 

Sat-
Sun 
25-

26th 

10.00 
- 

17.30 

AXE 
VALE 

FESTIVAL 

Visit our stand! 

Mon. 
27

th
. 

10.00 
- 

15.00 

Bird Watch, 
stroll around 
Fernworthy 
Reservoir, 
Dartmoor 

With Ian Waite. Inform IW if 
attending and for details. ☼ 

 

JULY 2016 

Wed.. 
13

th
. 

10.30 
- 

13.00 

Insect stroll at 
Holyford Woods 

With Martin Drake. Meet at 
Seaton Tower layby, Seaton 

Down Hill  (SY232914) 

Sat. 
16

th
. 

 

10.00 
- 

12.30 

Botanical stroll, 
Beer Head, for 

chalkland plants. 

With Mike Lock. Meet Cliff-top 
car park, Beer (SY227888) 

Sat. 
16

th
. 

10.00 
- 

16.00 

Natural Seaton 
Festival 

Thierry Harcourt Place, 
Seaton. 

Visit our stand! 
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Sun. 
31

st
. 

13.30 
- 

16.30 

Butterflies on 
the Undercliffs 

Butterfly Conservation will 
lead a walk at Humble Glades. 
Meet at Whitlands (SY306911). 
Booking essential - ring 01460 

220650. 

 

 

AUGUST  2016 

Wed. 
10

th
. 

10.00 
- 

12.30 

Musbury Castle 
stroll for plants 
and butterflies. 

With Mike Lock. Meet Musbury 
Village Hall car park 

(SY271945) 

Sun. 
14

th
. 

10.00 
- 

15.00 

Chimney Rock 
and the Crimean 
Seat, Undercliffs 

NNR. 5 mile 
strenuous walk. 

Booking essential: EDDC 
01395 516 551 Ext. 2757. Meet 
at Holmbush Car Park, Lyme 

Regis (SY336920). Wear 
walking boots. Suggested 

donation £5. ☼ 

Tue. 
16

th
. 

14.00 
- 

16.00 

Botanical Stroll, 
Great Trill Farm. 

With Mike Lock. Meet Great 
Trill Farm (SY291957). 

Donations to Trill Trust. 

Sat. 
27

th
  

09.00 
- 

16.00 

AVDCS Open 
Day and Seaton 

Wetlands 
Volunteer Day 

Moth breakfast (bacon butties)  
Insect walk’ Plant walk; Guide 
in the Hide. Optical equipment 

to try and buy. 

 

SEPTEMBER  2016 

Mon. 
12

th
. 

10.00 
 

onwards 

Bird Watch. Axe 
Estuary and 
surrounds 

With Ian Waite. Meet Axmouth 
Bridge lay-by. ☼ 

Tue to 
Thu. 
13

th
 

-15th 

10.00 
- 

16.00 

Goat Island 
grassland 
management, 
cutting and 
raking. 

Tom Sunderland 07899 
731404. Meet at Stepps Lane 

(SY266903). Wear walking 
boots, bring drink and lunch. 

Wed 
14

th
. 

 

10.00 
- 

12.30 

Botanical stroll, 
lower Axe 

Estuary, for salt 
marsh plants 

and their 
zonation. 

With Mike Lock. Meet 
Axmouth Bridge lay-by 

(SY253901) 
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Sun. 
18

th
. 

10.00 
- 

12.00 

Seaton Beach 
Clean-up 

(Beachwatch 
Big Weekend) 

Meet Fisherman’s Gap, 
Seaton, at roundabout on sea 

front. Wear gloves; bring a 
pencil. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Other walks and events in the area are arranged by the 
following organisations (among others): 

 

EDDC Countryside Service (01395 517557); 
www.eastdevon.gov.uk/countryside/countryside-events 

[They publish two booklets each year, winter and summer, with 
details of events organised by a wide range of organisations in 

this area] 
 

Seaton Visitor Centre Trust (www.seatonvisitorcentretrust.org) 
 

Jurassic Coast Trust 
(01305 224132; www.jurassiccoast.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AV&DCS maroon short-sleeved poly/cotton polo 

shirts and long-sleeved sweatshirts are available in 

Small, Medium, Large and Extra Large at £14 each 

for sweatshirts and at £12.50 for polo shirts. 

All profits go into Society funds. 

Please contact Ian/Yvonne Waite on 01297 20326  
or email waite@relaxatseaton.co.uk for further 

details. 
 

 

http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/countryside/countryside-events
http://www.jurassiccoast.com/
http://www.axevaleconservation.co.uk/join.html#sweatshirt
mailto:waite@relaxatseaton.co.uk


18 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Ham Wall and Shapwick 
13

th
 May 2015 

 
Jenny Ford 

 

The weather showed promise for a lovely day as we gathered in the car 

park. While putting our boots on and generally getting ourselves equipped 

for the day, we were serenaded by Blackcap, Dunnock, and Robin.  We 

started on the Shapwick path and soon saw a Whitethroat followed by the 

sound of the Cetti’s Warbler and then the song of the Garden Warbler. The 

trees were alive with birds. The sky seemed to be a motorway for the 

Cormorants flying up and down the lakes.  While watching at one of the 

lakes we heard our first boom of the Bittern. Not long after one flew over us 

very close indeed.  Great excitement all round! 

We made our way slowly along this path, stopping to watch Black-

tailed Godwits with a single Ruff busily passing backwards and forwards 

between the Godwits.  A solitary Dunlin kept a little apart from the others, 

providing a brilliant opportunity to see his striking markings. The Great 

White Egrets in the reeds kept us busy and we were soon rewarded by two 

that landed into the lake close by.  One had green eye markings and 

reddish legs and was also fanning out his feather-plumes, giving the 

impression of a tutu. This seemed to be his 

display to the other Egret.  A male Cuckoo 

landed in a dead tree to the right of the lake 

and afforded us the opportunity of seeing it 

through the telescopes. Marsh Harriers were 

flying past so close their markings were clear. 

Our excitement could not be contained.  Then 

a Hobby was spotted in the distance.  
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Eventually it came closer and was joined by three others.  Later we saw 

nine at once.  It was a joy to watch them catching flies in their feet and 

eating them.  Their heads go down as their feet come up and then there is 

a flapping as they stabilize themselves again in the air.  

We carried on along this main path, past the turnings to the hides.  

At the next lake a Great Crested Grebe swam into the edge and its partner 

came out of the reeds with young on its back and another young swimming 

behind.  We watched these gorgeous spotted babies for some time, they 

were a delight. While we were taken up with this many birdwatchers were 

coming up the path. They were looking for a rare Black Tern, but sadly we 

did not see it. Eventually we made our way slowly back to the cars to pick 

up our lunch. 

With lunch in our rucksacks and a spring in our step at the thought of 

food, we headed to the other side of the road, Ham Wall.  As we crossed 

the bridge we could see small Roach swimming in the water and watched 

Goldcrests, Willow Warblers, Chaffinches, Chiffchaffs and Blackbirds in the 

hedges. We sat on the viewing platform and watched the comings and 

goings while we ate.   It was worth it; we saw Great and Little Egrets, a 

Lapwing, more Bitterns, a Heron, a Sparrowhawk, Robins asking for a few 

crumbs and we also heard the Cetti’s Warbler again.  What a lovely place 

to take a rest and bite! 

Lunch over, we visited the hides on the lake behind us.  Pochard, 

Gadwall, Great Crested Grebe swimming in and out of the reeds while 

Blue-tailed Damselflies were enjoying 

the sun.  Several Reed Warblers 

bobbing about in the reeds afforded 

us the opportunity to see their 

markings clearly.  Someone spotted a 

frog in the edge of the water.  

Eventually we left the other birders in 

peace and headed back towards the 

cars.  We took the path to the new car 

park to see the Marsh Frogs.  We 

could hear them clearly and they became louder as we got closer.  One 



20 

 

was soon spotted but it was very hard to see, as they are tiny, and It was 

easier to make them out through the binoculars.  They have a yellowish 

stripe down their heads, and their green bodies sparkled with the drops of 

water.  They were amazing and so sweet: certainly worth seeing. Another 

perfect end to a lovely day. 

Legacy to Landscape; linking King Johns Oak to the 

future 

Pete Youngman 

 
You may recall that in an earlier edition of this newsletter (No.79 – Spring 

and Summer 2015) Donald Campbell wrote telling of our aspirations to 

develop a project at Shute using a 1783 estate map to focus our activities. 

It is with great pleasure that I can now reveal that the East Devon A.O.N.B. 

has received funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund and that we will be 

launching this project in the next few months.  

The project has many facets which have as a common theme the 

involvement of local people in their heritage, whether that may be the 

natural heritage of wildlife and landscape, or the heritage of human activity.  

We can start with our natural heritage. We have recently completed 

a botanical survey of that part of the estate that is in the Umborne Valley, 

and this has revealed a rich legacy of unimproved neutral grassland and 

spring-fed fen communities, some of which are considered to be of national 

importance. There are, however, few records of the entomological, 

amphibian, bird or mammal populations that these habitats may support. 

We shall be carrying out 

surveys, and encouraging 

interest in these study areas, 

whilst also introducing 

people to all aspects of the 

wildlife of the area. We will 

also be keen to extend the 

botanical survey to new 



21 

 

areas so as to build up a picture of the wildlife of the whole project area. 

The best-known element of the natural heritage of the area has to be King 

John’s Oak and its fellow veteran trees standing in the Woodend Deer 

Park, an under-studied area with much to reveal.  

We shall also be delving into estate archives to see if we can 

discover how the landscape has evolved over time. This work can start with 

the tithe maps, which date from the 1830s which were digitised and made 

available on-line by the AONB in an earlier project (‘Parishscapes’). We 

also have the 1783 estate map, as well as an audit of the estate dated 

1665. These should help to reveal the network of farm holdings and how 

the land was being managed at that time. Other documents should reveal 

when trees were planted and when the land was improved for agricultural 

purposes. Hopefully the archives will reveal more evidence of how the hand 

of mankind has shaped the landscape from medieval times with its deer 

park to the modern day.  

The third aspect of the project is to give people an opportunity to give 

something back to the area. We plan to plant trees - the siblings of King 

John’s Oak - lay hedges, cut scrub and manage orchards to enhance the 

landscape and improve the connectivity between wildlife hot-spots. These 

activities will give us all a chance to hone pre-existing skills or develop new 

ones.  

Local school children will also be part of the project, working with 

their schools to develop lessons beyond the classroom, expanding their 

knowledge of their local wildlife and making them more aware that the 

landscape is something that develops and changes over time.  

The project will provide the potential for a wide range of people to 

engage with it at a variety of levels, whether enjoying the landscape and 

wildlife, searching archives, poring over old maps, learning more about our 

native wildlife or leading a survey group. No matter what your current 

knowledge or your particular interests, we would like to hear from you and 

would love you to be involved. 

The Project is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund with additional 

support from the East Devon AONB Partnership, Devon Wildlife Trust and 

the Axe Vale and District Conservation Society.  
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Pete Youngman can be contacted at 

pete.youngman@eastdevonaonb.org.uk or 01404 310012 or watch out 

for details of events around the area.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colyton Community Woodland 

Mike Lock 

 
Your Society is now working in partnership with Colyton Parish Council in 
the management of the Colyton Community Woodland. This steep piece of 
land below the viewpoint above the village was planted with various 
deciduous trees some years ago and these have established well. About 
three years ago I scattered Bluebell seeds from a local source under the 
trees and some of these seem to have established themselves.  

At the top there is a piece of grassland which has been cut regularly 
in late summer and again in late winter. Three years ago this was seeded 
with a species-rich mix including Yellow Rattle – a partial parasite that 
weakens the grass among which it grows. This has encouraged other 
flowers and the grasslands is good to look in June-July.  

Volunteers are always welcome at work parties! 
 

mailto:pete.youngman@eastdevonaonb.org.uk
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Somerset Levels with Ian Waite. 

Lesley Clarke 
 

On 29th February 2016 21 hardy souls gathered at Greylake to go birding 

with Ian. These trips are always full of promise and the Levels are a 

wonderful place to visit at any time of the year. On this trip we were hoping 

to see, in particular, Marsh Harriers, Bitterns and the Starling roost. The 

weather was bright to begin with but became a bit overcast, but best of all it 

stayed dry. 

In the car park we started the day with 

Reed Buntings in full view. When we had all met 

up Ian led us off towards the two hides. As we 

were quite a big group we split ourselves between 

the hides, which are excellent. One is a fully 

enclosed structure and the other is an open 

shelter; the windows are slightly tricky at this one 

as they seem to be at an odd height, but there is 

still a good view from it. Both hides face towards 

the scrape, which when we arrived was full of 

ducks. I went to the open hide and some nice 

gentlemen birders started to point things out as soon as I got there. It 

reminded me how generous birders can be with information and help. As I 

mentioned, there were a large number of ducks: lots of Wigeon, quite a few 

Shoveler and three Pintail, some very smart Gadwall and also Black Tailed 

Godwit. Snipe were skulking in the reeds but could be seen because at this 

time of the year the reed was so short. A couple of Water Rail were seen 

and a Peregrine was sitting in a dead tree some distance away and, last 

but not least, a Buzzard. We spent some time just enjoying the spectacle; 

birds in these numbers are always great to watch. 

Ian then took us back to the car park and we arranged a mini convoy 

to get us all to Ham Walls’ car park. I know Ian does his best to arrange for 

everyone who wants to come on his trips to have a lift, this can take quite a 
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lot of his time but he does it to reduce the number of cars used; this is 

above and beyond his responsibility of group leader.  

Arriving at the car parks, some of us went for the new and some the 

old car park. Tammy or Rob, depending on which car park you were in, 

gave a shout. Three Cranes were circling overhead. We were able to watch 

them for some minutes whilst they lazily just went round and round before 

drifting off towards Ham Wall.  

We all met up then and Ian took us to the Meare Hide on the 

Shapwick Heath side. We noticed some bird activity on the way to the hide; 

more Gadwall and Shoveler in the scrapes and small birds in the trees. 

Some Redwings flew over as we walked along. With this winter having 

been so mild, I do not seem to have seen so many winter thrushes as usual 

so it was lovely to see some. Cetti’s Warblers called throughout the day but 

typically did not want to be seen. When we got to the Hide we had lunch 

looking out over the scrape. At this point Bitterns were spotted flying past. 

There were two of them, one apparently chasing the other. It was a 

wonderful moment as they flew around for several minutes giving us all an 

excellent chance to watch them. The larger bird was chasing the smaller 

one and this raised the question of whether the male and female are 

different sizes. I have just spoken to Ian and he has found out that the male 

has a larger wingspan and therefore he was in hot pursuit of her. Bitterns 

boomed at various times thoughout the day so they must have been trying 

to attract mates.  

From the Meare Hide, having topped up our energy levels, we went 

across to Noah's Hide. On our way over there we turned down the path to 

the right to look for Whooper 

Swans. After a bit of searching 

they were found, with their 

heads down so not easy to 

identify. After a bit though they 

kindly sat up so we were all able 

to see the characteristic 

markings on their bill. Ian and a 

couple of others in the group 
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saw what may well have have been two separate Otters at this point. Then 

we turned back and headed to Noah's were we stood outside the hide, as it 

is too small to accommodate a big group, looking at a large collection of 

ducks. 

We then walked back and crossed the road to Ham Wall and went to 

see the new hide that the RSPB have built, it is called the Avalon Hide. It 

has good views out over the reeds but we did not get anything new at that 

point until a Male Marsh Harrier flew past. During the day we had seen a 

few Marsh Harriers but the male as close as this one was a lovely sight.  

Ian had phoned the Starling line and found out that the Starlings 

were roosting on the Shapwick Heath side for a change, so those who were 

staying for the Starling roost headed back that way. Walking along the path 

not far from the car park, in the 

alders, a group of Redpolls were 

feeding. A joy to see and a new 

bird for at least one of the group.  

As we moved on we 

started to see Starlings coming 

in, large groups from different 

directions, until the sky seemed 

to be filled with them. The roost 

was slightly different to the way 

we see it at Ham Wall. Instead of 

coming down in front of us they 

appeared to be settling in about 

three different areas at some distance from the path. It was wonderful to 

see so many birds together in the sky and I can recommend a trip to see 

them, I have never got tired of watching this amazing natural wonder. 

Tired but happy we all set off home after another satisfying day’s 

birding.  
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The resilience of Farmer John 

Melinda Keeble 

 
We were reminded at the talk given by Farmer John Greenslade (9 Dec. 

2015) of just how resilient to calamities a farmer has to be. Byway Farm 

has been in John’s family for 100 years. When his turn came to run the 

farm, he decided to try his hand at dairy farming. Unfortunately, the herd 

was beset by bovine tuberculosis and many cattle were lost. In the light of 

all the heartache and hard work, John took the decision not only to go back 

to beef cattle but also to plant some trees. In his words “Trees don’t need 

vets!”. The planting bug grabbed him, and many tens of acres had been 

planted with native broadleaved trees when it became clear that the 

Belgian-grown Ash whips that he had planted were infected with Ash 

Dieback, and he could see the signs of the disease spreading through his 

young plantation. Of the planted trees, 22% were Ash, and only a few 

European Ash remained unscathed, as did the plants of Mountain Ash 

(Rowan) which, in spite of its name, is not 

related to the ordinary Ash. You can imagine 

what a loss it was when he was told to fell and 

burn all infected trees, and not to remove any 

wood from the farm for 18 months in an effort 

to contain the spread of the infection. The red 

warning signs on his gates were reminiscent of 

the Foot-and-Mouth epidemic which had 

previously caused such misery throughout 

Devon and the rest of the country.  

One consolation to John and his family 

are his wild flower meadows. Re-seeding old 

pastures by spreading green hay was 

unsuccessful at first, but by introducing Yellow 

Rattle (which parasitises the grass and 

weakens it) and scraping the soil surface, the 
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wild flowers quickly established and, to his family’s delight, a profusion of 

orchids have appeared. John’s latest ‘toy’ is a movement-sensitive camera, 

and in its lens he has caught foxes, herons, badgers and, the highlight to 

date, an otter with two cubs. John encourages the public to visit the farm, 

and especially to walk through the woods when the Bluebells are in their 

full glory.  

As an ex-employee of the Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group 

(FWAG) in Dorset, I was very pleased to hear how much winning the 

FWAG Otter Trophy over 20 years ago had encouraged John into these 

bigger projects. It was a pleasure to hear first-hand accounts of his life in 

farming, and it seems that there is a genuine appetite from the public for 

hearing farmers speak in this way. This is an important part of reconnecting 

us all with the producers of our food, who are responsible for so much of 

the management of our countryside, and help us to understand a little of 

their business, and some of the difficulties they face. By speaking directly 

to us they will certainly engender our support – especially when they show 

such resilience in adversity with all the charm and good nature (pardon the 

pun!) of Farmer John.  
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Early Flowering 
 

Mike Lock 

 

Both November and December 2015 were exceptionally mild. The 

mean temperature in December was 4°C above the long-term average. 

The first daffodils were out on 30
th
 December. On 10 January 2016 I listed 

the plants in flower in the garden. 

 

Daffodils – 2 varieties 

Snowdrops 

Pulmonaria 

Geranium macrorhizum 

Viburnum tinus 

Primroses 

Daisy – in the lawn 

Aubretia – one or two flowers 

Helleborus integrifolius 

Helleborus orientalis – Lenten 

Rose 

Helleborus foetidus – Stinking 

Hellebore 

Vinca major – Large Periwinkle 

Chaenomeles  (Japonica) 

Leucojum vernum – Snowflake 

Jasminum nudiflorum (Winter 

Jasmine) 

Iris ‘Katherine Hodgkin’ 

Camellia ‘St Ewe’. 

Rosemary 

Lonicera japonica (Honeysuckle) 

Geranium endressii 

Daphne odora 

Mahonia ‘Charity’ 

Eranthis hyemalis (Winter 

Aconite) 

 

Although the daffodils were well ahead of their normal date, the snowdrops 

were not and are, as I write in early March, at their peak. The Geranium 

flowers were killed off by the frosts of late February, and Iris ‘Katherine 

Hodgkin’ was pretty well finished on 10 January having had open flowers 

on Christmas Day, although they were much battered by the gales. The 

daffodils that were out on New Year’s Day have just faded but have been 

replaced by other varieties that may perhaps be less affected by warmth.  
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AXE VALE & DISTRICT CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
Registered Charity No. 266682 

Subscription Application/Renewal 
(for the year ending 30th September) 

To: Hon Treasurer, Mrs Ruth Gray, The Lodge, Windsor Moat, Sidford, Sidmouth,  

EX10 9AJ  

 

I/We* would like to join the Society*/renew our subscription*and pay  

£ …….  by Banker's Order (Banker's Order form enclosed) /Cheque* / PO*. 

I/we have not* received a copy of the latest Newsletter. 

(*Please delete as applicable) 

Minimum Subscription and Donation: 

●           £2.00 - Individual 

●           £3.00 - Two persons at the same address 

●           £0.50 - Junior (non-voting) member 

Name (In Block Capitals)…………………………………………Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 

Address:…………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………Postcode:……………………….. 

Telephone Number:…………………………………..Date:……………………….. 

(Please note that membership records are held in computerised form. If you 

 have any objection to your details being held in this way, please notify the Treasurer.  

 

Gift Aid Declaration: Completing a Gift Aid Declaration ensures that we can make 

 the most of your subscription/donation. 

I, Title………… Forename……………………..Surname…………………………… 

Address………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………Postcode…………………………. 

To The Axe Vale and District Conservation Society. Please treat all subscriptions/donations 

that I have made in the past four years and all future subscriptions/donations that I make 

from this date as Gift Aid donations until I notify you otherwise.. 

 

Signature………………………………………Date………………………. 

 

NB. In each tax year you need to pay enough Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax to cover 

the amount of tax that we shall be claiming. At present we claim 25p in every £1.  

Please let us know if you no longer pay enough tax, if your name or address  

changes, or if you wish to cancel this declaration.  
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LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES 

 
Mrs Hilary Arnold   Bishopwood, Beer Road, Seaton.  

Mr R. Berreen   9 Rowan Drive, Seaton 

Mr D. Campbell   Wheatears, The Butts, Colyton  

(for Combpyne 

Dr C. Cannan    Knap House, Axmouth 

Mr. P. Clarke   78, Scalwell Lane, Seaton 

Mr P. Cook   8 North St., Axminster 

Mr D. Cox   21 Barnes Meadow, Uplyme 

Mr N. Croton   Gashay Farm, Hawkchurch 

Ms J. Dauncey   Wavertree, Market Place, Colyton 

Mr R.Dawe   Doulting, Kilmington 

Mrs H. Horley   Tucker's Orchard, Dalwood 

Mr R. How   21, Burnards Field, Colyton 

Mr R.J.Olliver   Lost Elms, 9 River View Close, Colyton 

Mr N.Yool   Forge Farm, Rock, Membury 

Mr & Mrs M. Payne  14 Dragons Mead, Axminster 

Mrs B. Pocock   3 Old Manor Gardens, Colyford 

Mrs P. Price   7 York Road, Seaton 

Mrs C. Sargent   Ruffles, Doatshayne Lane, Musbury 

Mrs A. Smith   18 Burnham Close, Seaton 

Mrs J. Stacey Buckthorn, Rocombe Cross, Axminster (for 

Raymonds Hill).  

Mrs E. Stonex Highcroft, Whitford Road, Kilmington 

Mr I. Waite   38 Durley Road, Seaton 

Mrs M. Waters   12 Talbot Road, Lyme Regis 
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