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A note from the new Chairman 

Martin Drake 

Few people put themselves forward for officer posts – they end 
up saying “Yes” out of obligation to the cause. I did just this when Mike 
Lock, our outgoing chairman, insisted that he’d done his stint. I’ve very 
much enjoyed being involved with AV&DCS, starting with the therapy of 
chopping down trees on work parties then being drawn into the 
committee. And because the AV&DCS punches above its weight, as 
can be judged from the full programme of events and large contribution 
to local projects, I accepted the job of Chairman with a warm feeling that 
the cause is very worthwhile. 

My background is in insect conservation, having worked at the 
Nature Conservancy Council and then English Nature as an 
entomologist at their headquarters for many years, and then running my 
own consultancy since I moved to Devon in 2001. Consultancy is a 
grand word – I just get paid for my hobby. I did a lot of freshwater work 
in earlier days, but I am most interested in flies (someone has to be) and 
am the currently chairman of the society for fly-lovers, the Dipterists 
Forum. But whatever my odd proclivities, I do really love the countryside 
and take a broad view of what’s out there. 

So much for me. Since the last Newsletter, AV&DCS is now 
formally part of the recently formed Natural Seaton Partnership which is 
the group of organisations playing an advisory role in the project. Devon 
Wildlife Trust is the main driver behind setting up the Jurassic Coast 
Discovery Centre (visitor centre) and will be submitting the second part 
of its bid to secure Heritage Lottery Funding this year. We look forward 
to working with them through expanding our own programme of walks 
and talks to dovetail with what promises to become a thriving nature 
conservation industry. 

With so much doom and gloom surrounding contemporary nature 
conservation, it was with elation and huge relief that December’s appeal 
lodged by the developers of the Harepath site (the Green Wedge) was 



2 
 

rejected in January. This was not a foregone conclusion in today’s 
developer-friendly atmosphere, despite hardly a soul supporting the 
idea. AV&DCS played a small part in the objections, but the outstanding 
star was Howard West, the Mayor of Colyford, whose unflagging 
command deserves our gratitude. Many others contributed hugely too, 
but I’m sure that they too recognise that Howard’s leadership brought 
their contribution into sharper focus. Unfortunately, the issue rumbles on 
since East Devon’s green wedges are up for scrutiny in the EDDC Local 
Plan that is undergoing government inspection. We could well be back 
at square one again. 

In making a generous bequest to A.V.D.C.S., Peter Grant asked 
for it to be used for the education and enjoyment of children in 
particular. With it, we have bought six pairs of binoculars which are kept 
in the Axe Valley Wetlands classroom for use by visiting parties. The 
scale of our support for projects on the Wetlands was succinctly 
summarised by Doug Rudge at his talk at the last AGM, and which 
appears in this Newsletter. 

I cannot finish without commending Mike Lock for his dedication 
as Chairman over the last six years. As well as keeping his fellow 
committee members in order, he has been a regular stalwart at work 
parties, leader of many walks, represented AV&DCS at all sorts of 
meetings and edited this Newsletter (and continues to edit it). The 
society has done well under Mike’s leadership, as a glance at any of the 
years’ programmes of event testifies. At last year’s AGM we also said 
goodbye to Colin Walker after ten years on the committee, and voted in 
Lesley Clarke as our new and very efficient Secretary. 
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Derek Ord-Smith (1928 – 2013) 

Donald Campbell 
 

After a long and difficult battle with Parkinson’s Disease, Derek died on 
the first of November in Seaton Hospital. At a service of celebration and 
thanksgiving for his life his eldest son Nigel remembered a ‘real 
childhood’ where a Dad could do anything! His younger children, Meryl 
and Robin, shared Derek’s love of travel so it was perhaps appropriate 
that they returned from the funeral from South America and Tajikistan. 
Many of Derek’s holidays had been spent leading walks in Europe and 
as far afield as New Zealand, and it was in Switzerland that he met 
Katherine; they married in 1988 and came to Devon a year later. Before 
that he had been a quantity surveyor in various parts of the country, 
including London, where he had worked in Big Ben and the Houses of 
Parliament and had a large role, towards the end of his career, in the 
construction of the Post Office Tower.  

Soon after Nicky and I moved to Combpyne in 1993 Norman 
Barnes, A.V.D.C.S President, and a party of walkers called in for coffee 
and Derek enrolled us into the Society. He was Treasurer then and for a 
further ten years after I had become Chairman. For all that time he was 
my staunchest support. He led walks, helped with work parties, and his 
attention to detail in financial matters kept a less meticulous Chairman in 
check.  

Among photographs that I have used for talks is one of Derek and 
Albert Knott, then manager of the Undercliffs, loading cut scrub onto a 
bonfire on Goat Island, and another of Katherine deep in mud dug out 
from a new lagoon, as we worked to grade the contours around and in 
the Borrow Pit. On another occasion, after a walk through the 
Undercliffs, they provided a lovely cream tea to round off the event. 
From their home in Stepps Lane they could look down on the Herons 
and Little Egrets nesting below, monitoring populations for the British 
Trust for Ornithology. I now try to count these birds − a difficult task as 
they move around the tall trees with noisy interspecific squabbling. 
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Derek’s diagrams of nest positions were as precise as his financial 
accounts. 

In addition to his work with A.V.D.C.S he was Treasurer of the 
East Devon Branch of the Wildlife Trust. Dawn Lenn, leader of D.W.T. 
volunteers, described him recently as ‘one of those who quietly, calmly, 
courteously and efficiently get on with things, and who, from time to 
time, would send me a sort of gentlemanly letter’. He also helped Ted 
Gosling at the Axe Valley Heritage Museum in Seaton.  

At the service, and afterwards at the Ship Inn, it was evident that 
although he loved the insides of cars, he had a pet aversion to paying 
for parking. It was also evident that he and Katherine had many friends.  

 
 

News of Vice-Presidents 
Donald Campbell 

 
Those who have joined the Society fairly recently may not be familiar 
with the contributions made by a Vice-President such as Derek Ord-
Smith whose life is recalled above. 

Vice President Barbara Lepper, now living in Wiltshire, wrote to 
me recently about her introduction to the Society, and of her 
involvement with it over many years as Secretary and Dalwood 
representative.  

“My first introduction to the Axe Vale and District Conservation 
Society was in 1980, when Geoffrey Chapman, a Vice-President at the 
time, knocked on my door and asked if I would like to become 
Secretary. I had just retired after 16 years as Secretary to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and was ready to take on some voluntary 
work, so I accepted. Philip Noakes took on the Chairmanship at about 
the same time, and I enjoyed working closely with him. Although my job 
was, of course, secretarial, I did sometimes help with outdoor things 
which made a nice change. At the time I joined, the Society was just 
taking on the management of the Borrow Pit, and I was one of the 
working party that planted the trees and shrubs there. Planning 
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applications, which were Betty Dale-
Smith’s chief responsibility, were 
always the major item on the agenda at 
committee meetings, but I also 
remember our concern about bats at 
the Beer caves, and conservation work 
on Trinity Common.  

As I lived in Dalwood I took 
responsibility for keeping an eye on the 
rare Lobelia urens which was in danger 
of being overgrown by brambles – 
though when a party did the actual work 
of clearing it, I left it to others! I hope 
the plants are still flourishing. 

Most of all I enjoyed the walks, 
as did my dog Bracken. I remember 
them nostalgically when I read the 
magazine programme. Although I am 
lucky to be reasonably active after knee 
and hip replacements, walks like Ian 
Waite’s are beyond me now. 

I read the magazine with interest 
and am enormously impressed by the 
way the Society has expanded its activities. Good luck to it!” 

Geoff Jones, now in Wareham, was the District Council’s Rural 
Affairs Officer. In 1993 he helped to establish the East Devon Way and, 
as mentioned in a recent Newsletter, held a series of public meetings 
trying to drive forward plans for more active management of the East 
Devon Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. He also helped to put Local 
Nature Reserves on the map, first at Trinity Hill and then in Seaton 
Marshes. A significant date for me was in May 1999 when he and I met 
with ecologist Lesley Kerry to discuss management in the area and to 
prepare for a public meeting to explain these plans. Geoff became a 
Vice-President when he left the Council to work at Bicton College.  
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Portland Bill Birdwatch – 22 April 2013 
Audrey Wolstenholme 

 
Despite having only just returned from a birding trip to Spain, Ian didn’t 
let us down and turned up bright and breezy at the Bill where a total of 
eight of us gathered, full of enthusiasm, hoping to find a variety of 
migrants. The weather was fine with only a gentle breeze. We started at 
The Bill where we were thrilled to see several Wheatears coming in to 
land from the sea looking surprisingly pristine considering the long flight 
they had just completed. A seawatch produced many Razorbills and 
Guillemots, accompanied by Kittiwakes and Shags. Gannets passed by 
in small groups, some quite close in, giving good views. Swallows were 
now also making an appearance and this continued throughout the day. 

Crossing the field above the car park, we found more Wheatears, 
Stonechats and Skylarks, whilst a Kestrel perched on a pole gave good 
views. As we reached the quarry on the way to the Observatory, Joan 
saw a Little Owl fly into view, perching between the rocks for several 
minutes before retreating back between the rocks and out of view. 
Unfortunately a few of the group didn’t arrive at the quarry in time to see 
it. At the Observatory, things were very quiet; the most numerous birds 
were Goldfinches and Linnets but we did manage to find a female 
Blackcap plus brief views of warblers, which we thought were Willow 
Warblers. On the way back from the Observatory we found Turnstones 
and Rock Pipits before doing another seawatch whilst eating lunch. 
Despite much searching, no Puffins could be found amongst the rafts of 
Razorbills and Guillemots. After lunch a walk on the fields produced a 
Peregrine, first hunting and then perched on a post 

We then left the Bill and stopped at the Fleet car park where we 
found Sue and Hilary who told us they had been back to the quarry and 
were pleased to have found the Little Owl which they had missed 
earlier. At the Fleet we added Dunlin, Ringed Plover, Sandwich Terns, 
Mergansers and a Great Crested Grebe to the list. By now the wind was 
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getting stronger, making us feel cold, and with only Ian, Rob and myself 
left we decided to warm up with a welcome cup of tea and cake before 
leaving for home. 

My thanks go to Rob for giving me a lift, and to Ian for making the 
day so enjoyable – although I know some part of him was still thinking 
about those exotic birds he’d just been seeing in Spain! 

 
 
Portland and Radipole - 25 November 2013 

Peter Clarke 
 
Ten of us joined Ian Waite for a day's birding around Portland Harbour 
and other favoured sites. We arrived at the newly rebuilt visitor centre 
on the Fleet car park, a most impressive building with cafe, exhibition 
room and outside seating area. Although the sun shone brightly, a chill 
wind encouraged us to shelter in the lee of the building. Unfortunately 
this was by the air vent from the cafe, from which we were assailed with 
the smell of cooking bacon. At least one of our group succumbed to this 
temptation! 

To our left Dunlin 
and Ringed Plovers 
scurried about in the creek. 
Further out large groups of 
Mergansers bobbed with a 
solitary Little Egret in 
attendance. To the right of 
the pink buoy (the pink 
buoy to the left of the red buoy behind the blue buoy) a single female 
Eider preened herself. Further out Shag and Cormorant shared a raft 
with Little Grebe feeding beyond. Some of us saw a Cormorant surface 
with a flat fish, only to have it stolen by a Herring Gull. As the tide 
moved in, on our right Dunlin, Ringed Plover and Turnstone fed on the 
shrinking mud. In front of us Black-headed Gulls and Mediterranean 
Gulls preened and rested giving us all a lesson in Gull ID; a Herring Gull 
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and a Greater Black-backed Gull nearby meant a size comparison could 
be made. With Kestrel, Meadow Pipit, Redshank and Starlings our day’s 
list began to grow. 

A visit over the road to the harbour produced large numbers of 
Mergansers, a solitary Razorbill and, against the far wall, a pair of Red-
throated Divers were seen. A Kestrel hovered above as we moved on to 
the yacht club for our next venue. 

Unfortunately the local canoe club were out at the yacht club 
leaving the area rather bereft of birds. A raft of 13 Black-necked Grebes 
were seen in the distance with a couple of Great Crested Grebes to our 
left. A brief stroll took us to the castle gardens where we saw Oyster-
catchers on the beach and plenty of Great Crested Grebes in the 
harbour. A cheeky crow shared our 
lunch, coming to within a few feet of 
us, giving Sue a chance to get some 
excellent photos. The Black-necked 
Grebe came in close, giving us a 
good view of their markings. A single Common Scoter completed the list 
for Portland. 

Next stop was Radipole, where we parked by the new RSPB 
building, this has been completely re-styled with cafe, visual displays 
and a toilet. However, there is no longer a shop, so no optics to try out. 
The thatched roof was being renewed using reed from the reserve beds. 
Very economical and environmental. Having been told where Bearded 
Tits were seen earlier we went to that area but they had flown. On the 
way to the north hide we passed Tufted Duck, Mallard and Coot. At the 
hide we had Heron and one Marsh Harrier which after flying around in 
the late afternoon sun, settled on a post in full view of us all. 

On the way back to the car park we came across Gadwall, 
Shelduck, Shoveler, Pochard, Teal and more Tufted Duck. A roost of 
preening Gulls gave us more Mediterranean Gulls with a couple of 
Common Gulls. Another fine day, good weather, good company and 
some fine birds.  
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Axmouth’s House Martins, Swallows and Swifts 
A Survey – Summer 2013 

	  

David Simpson & Crescy Cannan 
 

	  
Why	  a	  survey?	  
	  
None of these birds have been faring well; their declining numbers are 
reflected in their Amber List status. Because of this concern, we decided 
to check out the situation in Axmouth, a small village of some 170 
houses in East Devon. David is now a local resident, but some years 
ago he was involved in a similar survey in a rural town in Wiltshire. 
Crescy, a parish councillor, wanted to know whether these birds are 
also in decline in our village and whether we can do anything to prevent 
this continuing.  

We walked around Axmouth a number of times, noting the visible 
Swallow, House Martin and Swift nests on or in buildings. We 
mentioned what we doing in the parish magazine, and at the village 
show. We talked to local householders, some of whom expressed a 
great interest in the birds and who carefully observed the progress of 
the birds nesting in or on their and neighbouring properties.  

It was a start, providing a baseline count against which it will be 
possible, in subsequent years, to see whether numbers are going up or 
down. It also provided some clues to the hazards these birds face and 
the factors that make for successful breeding.  
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Results 
 
28 nesting sites in the village were identified, including artificial, old and 
damaged nests. Five artificial nests were counted, of which one was 
used by House Martins, with one brood. 
By species these sites were: 

House Martin  20 
Swallow   7 
Swift   1 

 
Estimate of active nests: 37 
It was difficult accurately to count active nests of House Martins and 
Swallows where these were inside, or behind buildings. However, 
estimating from bird activity and residents’ reports, the total breakdown 
was: 

House Martin  19 
Swallow 15 
Swift     3 

Of the House Martins, several reared three broods, as did the Swifts. 
 

 
Observations 
 
The majority of these birds nesting in Axmouth are House Martins. They 
had to contend with predation by seagulls, collapsing nests, and human 
removal of nests for ‘cleaning’. Other people had successfully helped 
vulnerable nests with supports under gables. Some residents wondered 
whether the decline in dairy farming meant the mud used for nest-
building lacked the adhesive qualities of dung, though the many 
successful House Martin nests of local mud, and the quick repairs by 
the birds following damage, suggests that this may not be a problem. 
The House Martins may be having problems with plastic soffit boards 
when these replace wooden ones on their habitual sites – this needs 
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further investigation. The birds used a range of buildings, some old, 
others mid-20th century housing, but there was a clear preference for 
gable ends and window apertures. 

The Swallows have bred well, concentrated in a small number of 
sites with open sheds, stables or barns. The decline in these kinds of 
buildings may threaten their future. 

Only one Swift site exists (a cottage roof space with 3 nests) but 
larger numbers of Swifts joined flying parties with estimates of 25 Swifts 
observed. It might be therefore be possible to increase Axmouth’s 
population, for instance by installing Swift boxes in the church tower and 
by ensuring that future construction or renovation of buildings include 
swift-bricks and accessible spaces under roofs. 

Encouragingly large gatherings (by comparison to previous years) 
of House Martins and Swallows on telegraph wires and flying over the 
village were observed; 120−130 were estimated on several occasions. 

The proximity of Axmouth to the marshes with their supply of 
insects and mud makes it attractive to all these birds. They also 
regularly fly in groups over the fields in the centre of the village above 
Stepps Cross, perhaps drawn by the insects emerging from the fields, 
woodland trees and the local brook with its muddy seepages in the 
village show field. The telegraph wires in this area are regular gathering 
places. 

This 2013 survey will form the basis for closer observation in 
2014. But what we are most keen to do is to make sure that we use the 
information gleaned to take positive steps to assist the birds regain their 
former numbers.  

 
Editor’s Note:  

See www.swift-conservation.org/Nestboxes&Attraction.htm 
for information on Swift boxes and Swift bricks.  
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Umborne – where is it? 
Jane Dauncy 

 
Eight of us met up with Donald Campbell at the appointed grid reference 
on one very warm autumnal afternoon at the end of October for a 
Saturday afternoon walk.  

The first question on everyone’s lips was: ‘How did you get here 
and where is Umborne?’ – because it isn’t on the map. Donald 
explained that it is made up of numerous old lanes but there is no centre 
except for the new Village Hall. The plan was to explore the lanes and 
goyles. We started off by being led by Donald to a lane that is on the OS 
map but bore a large official sign saying ‘Road Closed’ due to storm 
damage and giving a long-past date by when the road works would be 
completed. The lane had gone and is now a very deep goyle. We 
discussed the meaning of this word, which is commonly used in Devon. 
The dictionary definition is ‘Steep narrow valley or ravine or gully’. Our 
lane had become a cross between a gully and a ravine and we were all 
sure that it would never be rebuilt. It was partially filled with water and 
mud and enclosed by high steep banks and tree roots. We clambered 
and sloshed our way through.  

After this exciting start it was a walk of contrasts. On one lane we 
counted nine different species of hedgerow tree or shrub in 30 yards, 
which suggested that the hedgerow could well be at least 700 years old. 
We passed under the boughs of various oak trees where the ground 
was covered with acorns. Another grass field was 
made up almost entirely of rye-grass with no wild 
flowers or variety – very dull – and another field was 
filled with very tall elephant grass being grown as a 
biomass crop. Plants such as Red Campion were in 
flower in the hedges.  

We emerged onto the path following the 
banks of the Umborne Brook which was very full, 
reflecting all the rain that had fallen recently. Mike Lock discussed the 
types of fish that might inhabit it and some of us were surprised to learn 
that it was very likely to contain Sea Trout which come there to spawn.  

P.S. The grid reference is SY 236969 and it is near Colyton. We 
do hope that no-one is still out there looking for the centre of Umborne! 
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Programme of Activities 
Summer 2014 

 
Please wear appropriate clothing and footwear; bring a picnic to events 

marked with an asterisk (☼). Car share where possible, contacting 
leader if need be. Contact numbers: Work Party details: Donald 

Campbell 01297 552945; for Bird Watch details: Ian Waite 01297 
20326; EDDC Countryside Service 01395 517557; other queries, 

including problems with grid references and meeting points: Mike Lock 
01297 551556.  

At the end of a walk or birdwatch the leader will ask for a donation to 
Society funds.  

 
 

 
MAY 2014 

Thu. 
1st. 

10.00 
- 

14.00 

Open Garden 
and walk, 

Morecombelake. 
Donations 
requested.  

St Gabriels, Morecombelake 
(Maggie Dilley & Ray Glithero). 

Garden open; tea & cakes 
12.30; 11.00 Walk in local area 

with Ian Waite (migrants).  
Inform IW (01297 20336) if 

attending. SY405937.  

APRIL 2014 
Wed 
9th. 

10.00 
- 

13.00 

Walk: 
Branscombe 

area: Coast etc. 

With Donald Campbell. Meet 
Branscombe Village Hall. 

Sat. 
12th. 

09.30 
- 

16.30 

East Devon 
AONB Historic 
Environment 
Conference 

Norman Lockyer Observatory, 
Sidmouth.  

Book NOW with AONB 
(01404 46663) 

Mon. 
14th. 

08.00 
- 

12.00 

Bird Watch. 
Beer Head for 

migrants 

With Ian Waite. Meet Beer 
Head C.P. Optional p.m. on 

Axe Wetlands. 
Wed. 
23rd. 

10.00 
- 

12.30 

Walk. Holyford 
Woods for early 
spring flowers. 

With Mike Lock.  
Meet and park Seaton Tower 

layby (SY235914) 
Mon. 
28th. 

08.00 
- 

all day 

Bird Watch, 
Portland, for 

migrants 

With Ian Waite. Portland Bill 
and Observatory visit. Inform 

IW if attending. 
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May – ctd. 
Sat  
3rd. 

10.30 
- 

12.30 

Walk, Holyford 
Woods.  

Spring flowers. 
Numbers limited. 

With Mike Lock. Meet Seaton 
Tower Layby (SY 235914). 
Booking ESSENTIAL with 

EDDC (01395 517557) 
Wed. 
7th. 

10.00 
- 

12.00 

Walk, c. 5 miles, 
Seaton-Beer 

area. 

With Lesley Clarke. Meet and 
park at Seaton Tower Layby. 

(SY 235914)  
Mon. 
12th. 

08.00 
- 

all day 

Bird watch. 
Somerset Levels 

(Bitterns, 
Hobbies. Etc.) 

With Ian Waite. Meet Ashcott 
Corner (ST449397). Inform IW 

if attending.  ☼ 

Mon. 
28th. 

10.00 
- 

all day 

Dartmoor stroll 
for moorland 

birds. 

With Ian Waite. Meet King’s 
Oven C.P. (SX 676811).  

Inform IW if attending. ☼ 
Sat. 
31st. 

10.00 
- 

15.00 

Undercliffs 
Guided Walk. 
With Natural 

England. 
 

Chasm, Plateau and Slabs. 
Meet top of Stepps Lane. 

(SY 265903) ☼ 
Booking ESSENTIAL with 

EDDC (01395 517557) 
 

JUNE 2014. 
Mon. 
9th. 

10.00 
- 

13.00 

Aylesbeare 
Common stroll 
for birds and 
butterflies. 

With Ian Waite. Meet Joney’s 
Cross C.P. 

(SY 057897) 

Tue 
10th. 

11.00 
- 

15.00 

Guided walk at 
Butterfly 

Conservation’s 
Mt Fancy Farm 

Reserve.  
☼ 

With Lucy Morton, Reserves 
Officer. Meet Forestry 

Commission Staple Hill Car 
Park (ST 246159) See 

www.butterfly-conservation.org 
for more info and directions. 
Contact Lucy: 07503 220191 

Sat. 
14th.  

10.00 
- 

14.00 

Undercliff 
Guided Walk  

☼ 

Goat Island. With Natural 
England. Meet at top of 

Stepps Lane (SY 265903) 
Booking ESSENTIAL with 

EDDC (01395 517557)  
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JUNE Ctd.  
Sat. 
21st. 

- 
Sun 
22nd. 

10.00- 
18.00 

 
09.30-
1730 

 
AXE 

VALE 
FESTIVAL  

 
 

Visit our stand! 

Mon 
30th. 

11.00 
- 

15.00 

Car trip to 
Ashclyst Forest 
for butterflies 

With Mike Lock. Meet Sprydon 
Beacon C.P.(SX 996993). May 

be muddy underfoot! 
 

JULY  2014  
Sat. 
5th. 

08.00 
- 

13.00 

A.V.D.C.S. Open 
Day at Axe 
Wetlands 

Bird Ringing; Plant and other 
walks; meet your Committee. 

All welcome! 
Mon. 
7th. 

19.00 
- 

21.00 

An Evening with 
Devon Wildlife 

Trust 

Seaton Town Hall.  
Come and hear about plans 

for the Seaton Discovery 
Centre 

Wed 
9th. 

10.30 
- 

16.00 

Exmoor Walk, 
8.5 miles, with 
Tony Burgess 

. Meet Horner C.P. (SS 898454)  
Info from Tony Burgess 

(01404 44579) ☼ 
Sat. 
19th. 

10.00 
- 

16.00 

Natural Seaton 
Festival 

Various venues within Seaton. 
Visit the AVDCS Stand! 

Sun. 
20th. 

(See note 
p. 16) 

10.00 
- 

12.00 

Walk – 
Colyford to 

Musbury 

East Devon Way. With Mike 
Lock. Meet Colyford Memorial 

Hall. Return by bus. 
Mon. 
21st. 

10.00 
- 

13.00 

Coastal walk – 
approx. 5 miles. 

With Ian Waite. Meet White 
Bridge, Budleigh Salterton. 

Sun.  
27th. 

10.00 
- 

15.00 

Walk – Musbury 
to Lyme Regis.  

East Devon Way. With Mike 
Lock. Meet Musbury Church. 

Return by bus. (See note p. 16) 
Wed. 
30th. 

10.00 
- 

12.30 

Heath Week 
Botanical Stroll, 

Aylesbeare 
Common 

With Mike Lock.  
Meet Joney’s Cross C.P. 

(SY057897) 
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AUGUST  2014  
Wed. 
6th. 

10.00 
- 

12.30 

Walk for plants 
and butterflies, 
Musbury Castle 

Meet Musbury Village Hall C.P. 
With Mike Lock. 

Sat. 
16th. 

14.00 
- 

17.00 

Walk – East 
Devon Way etc. 

With Donald Campbell. 
Meet Knapp Copse C.P. 

(SY 156955) 
Wed.  
20th. 

10.00 
- 

12.30 

Walk for plants 
and butterflies. 

Great Trill 

Meet Musbury Village Hall C.P. 
With Mike Lock. 

 
SEPTEMBER 2014 

Mon. 
8th.  

09.30 
onwards 

Bird Watch 
Axe Estuary and 

surrounds.  

With Ian Waite. 
Meet Axmouth Bridge lay-by. 

Sat. 
13th. 

10.00 
- 

15.00 

Undercliffs 
Guided Walk 
with Natural 

England 

Lost Gardens of Pinhay and 
Chapel Rock. Meet and park 

above Pinhay House, on grass 
verge.(SY 316914) 

BOOKING ESSENTIAL with 
EDDC (01395 517557) 

Sun. 
21st. 

 

10.00 
- 

12.00 

Seaton Beach 
Clean-up 

(Beachwatch Big 
Weekend) 

Meet Fisherman’s Gap, Seaton 
Sea front. Wear gloves; bring 

a pencil.  

 
Other walks and events in the area are arranged by the 

following organisations (among others): 
 

EDDC Countryside Service (01395 517557); 
www.eastdevon.gov.uk/countryside_index) 

 

Seaton Visitor Centre Trust 
(www.seatonvisitorcentretrust.com) 

 

Jurassic Coast Trust 
(01305 224132; www.jurassiccoast.com) 

 
Note: These two walks are part of a series covering the East Devon Way. 

Details from www.jurassiccoast.com. 
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A Brush with Mr. Reynard 
Jean Kreiseler 

 
It was one of those rare sunny mornings, when the sky was washed 
clean of those angry clouds of late, with a hint of a breeze. Perfect for a 
walk with the dog. I parked where the bridle path up from Holyford 
meets White Gate Lane and walked northwards with Paco to the top of 
Jobbles Lane. This is well used by other dog walkers, and Paco enjoyed 
topping up or cancelling out the many doggy messages. On retracing 
our steps, I suddenly caught the unmistakable scent of a dog fox, where 
one had crossed the lane since we had passed earlier. Paco picked it 
up too, and soon found where it had gone over the hedge into the field.  

I thought no more of it, but as I shut Paco into the car there was 
the sudden shrieking of what I took to be a rabbit being killed by a stoat, 
apparently from over the hedgebank. I climbed up for a look, leaving a 
frantic Paco imprisoned. Nothing to be seen below me, but I soon spied 
a fox running along a fence beyond which three horses and a pony were 
grazing. Watching it until it reached the far hedge, my ears were still 
assailed with the agonised cry, going on for far too long for it to be a 
rabbit. I peered to the right and as I did so for a brief moment two foxes 
came in to view, twisting round in circles, well attached. A moment later 
the cries ceased, and almost immediately a fox raced past, keeping 
along the field edge, until it disappeared into the hedge. I jumped down 
and looked along the lane just as it leaped off, crossed over and onto 
the far bank, thence into the field and into Holyford Woods.  

I wondered what had happened to the other animal, and 
clambered onto the bank again. As I did so a large dog fox with a 
magnificent brush trotted past, ignoring me and following the scent of 
what was now obviously the vixen, into the lane. There it stopped, 
caught sight of me, and decided that, the deed having been done, it was 
time to withdraw. It trotted off down the lane and vanished out of sight. 

What a privilege to witness a scene which none of the local 
country people with whom I have spoken have enjoyed. 
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The Axe Estuary Wetlands – Developments since 
2008 

Summary of a talk given at the AV&DCS AGM 2013 by Doug 
Rudge, Countryside Contracts Officer, EDDC. 

 
East Devon District Council’s vision has long been to create a 

‘mega-marsh’ between Seaton and Colyford in order to protect and 
extend the wetland habitat to the west of the river Axe, with the aim of 
attracting a wide range of wildlife. The rationale is that, if access 
facilities are provided which allow visitors to get close to the landscape 
and the wildlife of the estuary, this will attract green tourism which will 
assist with the economic regeneration of the area.  t will also provide a 
focus for local community involvement. 

This thinking led to Seaton Marshes being designated as a local 
nature reserve (LNR) in 1999, and in 2002 Colyford Common was 
purchased by the Council and also designated an LNR. But it was the 
acquisition of Black Hole Marsh in 2008 for £118,000 (S106 money from 
Tesco) and the creation of a 6.5 hectare saline lagoon for £40,000 
(62.5% from the Environment Agency and 37.5% from EDDC Capital) 
that really started to transform the vision into reality. 

Much has been achieved since then, and it is all too easy to 
forget how far things have progressed, so this article outlines the 
improvements that have been made in the last few years. 

Firstly, I was lucky enough to be taken on by the District Council 
in April 2010 to co-ordinate things. By the time I started, most of the 
hard work had already been done by Fraser Rush and Kate Tobin who 
had secured the necessary approvals and the all-important funding. 

Apart from the main path and the screening bank, the first main 
structure to be built was the Island Hide and boardwalk which was 
completed in October 2010. The £34,355 funding for this came from the 
Natural England (NE) Higher Level Stewardship (HLS) Capital scheme.  
The timing was not quite perfect, because the day before we were due 
to put the top coat of paint inside the hide, a Solitary Sandpiper was 
found on the lagoon. This North American vagrant attracted over 1000 
twitchers in the week it was there, some from as far afield as the Outer 
Hebrides! This really helped to put the Axe Estuary Wetlands on the 
bird-watching map. 
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Next came the doubling in size of and the access-for-all ramp to 
the Colyford Common Hide in November 2010. The £13,270 funding 
was again provided by the NE HLS scheme. 

Arguably the most important structure to be built was completed 
in February 2011. The Field Studies Base (FSB) cost £62,301 and was 
funded by Making it Local (76%), the Devon Bird Watching and 
Preservation Society (Devon Birds) (13%) and the Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty Sustainable Development Fund (11%). It gave us the 
ability to start expanding our educational activities on site. 

The 18-space car park was also completed in February 2011 at a 
cost of £29,241 which came from Making it Local (70%) and EDDC 
Capital (30%). 

The Tower Hide, which was completed in time for Easter in April 
2011, provides views over both Black Hole Marsh and the Estuary that 
could only previously be had from the top of a tram. At a cost of 
£22,945, funding was received from the Devon Bird Watching and 
Preservation Society (33%), Axe Vale and District Conservation 
Society (AV&DCS - 33%) and EDDC Capital (34%). Those of you who 
have been there will agree that this is money well spent. Those of you 
who have not been there are missing a treat, although you should be 
aware that it is only accessible by stairs. 

It soon became clear that the FSB was not big enough to meet 
the needs of the ever increasing demand from school groups, so the 
Classroom was built to rectify this. Completed in September 2011 at a 
cost of £21,456 and funded solely by EDDC, this facility has truly put the 
Wetlands on the map as an educational destination. 

To complement the classroom and to open up the western end of 
Stafford Marsh we decided to build a shelter next to the pond.  
Completed in January 2013 at a cost of £7,263 this was again funded 
solely by EDDC. Everything except the roof was built by our Tuesday 
working group, led by Countryside Ranger Dave Palmer – what a team! 

It seems that there is no task too large for this happy, mostly 
aging, band of mainly female volunteers, and in the first few months of 
2013 they turned their attention to their biggest project to date. The sand 
martin cliff and bat cave was completed in March last year at a cost of 
£14,180. Funded by AV&DCS (43%) and EDDC (57%) this is a fantastic 
addition to the nature reserve.  All we need now are some Sand Martins 
and bats to think the same! 
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Finishing it off beautifully, at a cost of c. £5,000, solely funded by 
EDDC, the pond in front of the sand martin cliff was finally completed in 
September 2013. 

As well as all of this, around 2 kilometres of paths, boardwalks 
and ramps were completed or improved across the Wetlands. At a total 
cost of around £106,000 these were paid for by NE HLS (37%), Devon 
County Council (34%), AV&DCS (7%) and EDDC (22%). These have 
opened up the facilities to visitors of all abilities. 

There is much more to come, including the soon-to-be-completed 
toilets, a viewing mound at the main entrance to BHM, a car park 
extension, the habitat creation on Sheep’s Marsh and hopefully the Stop 
Line Way cycle path from Seaton to Colyford. 

In total, £512,988 has been spent since 2008, and you will see 
from the table below that your Society has contributed a total of £22,000 
(4%) in that period, which for a small conservation society with less than 
1000 members and an annual subscription of £2 per head is something 
that you should all be justifiably proud. 

 
Summary of Funding 

 
Contributor Amount 
S106  (Tesco) £118,000 
E D D C £116,236 
Natural England £110,691 
Making it Local £64,080 
Devon County Council £35,946 
Environment Agency £25,000 
Axe Vale & District Cons. Society £22,000 
D.B.W.P.S. (Devon Birds)  £15,000 
AONB Sustainable Development 
Fund 

£6,035 

TOTAL £512,988 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note the Society’s website: 
 

www.axevaleconservation.org.uk 
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Bowling Green Marsh 27 January 2014 
Lesley Clarke 

 
On Monday 27th January fourteen of us set out with Ian Waite to 
do a spot of birding at Bowling Green Marsh. Ian's birding trips 
are always good and I can recommend them to anyone interested 
in birds. We had several people with us who were new to 
Conservation Society events and Ian helped with identification 
and kept us all informed about the birds we were seeing 
throughout the day. Bowling Green Marsh is an excellent birding 
venue whether you are interested in rarities or just like to see the 
numbers of birds they get there.  

We started off from the Front where we saw Herring Gull, 
Black-headed Gull, Mute Swan a Cormorant and Redshank on or 
by the water. Pete also spotted a Grey Wagtail down by the boats 
on the side of the river. After that gentle start to the day, we then 
walked through Topsham by the river, stopping at a few points 
along the way. At the first spot that we stopped at on the river we 
had views of Bar-tailed Godwits but although we tried we could 
not find any Black-tailed Godwits amongst them. We also saw 
Curlew and Dunlin with some more Redshank feeding in the mud 
The next stop was when we found the Black-tailed Godwits, quite 
a few of them, as well as more Dunlin, Grey Plover and our first 
Avocet. A Peregrine Falcon flew over, spooking all the birds. 

We then walked along to the side of the river and turned off 
to get to the viewing platform. This is a nice walk as we quite 
often see a variety of thrushes and other 
songbirds. Sure enough we had a Song 
Thrush in one of the trees by the path, and 
also Great Tits, Blue Tits and Long-tailed 
Tits, this last being a particular favourite of 
mine. The next bird to be seen was a 
Greater Spotted Woodpecker which flew 
over and then sat at the top of a tree giving everyone in the group 
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a good chance to look at it. Birding is always so much easier 
when the birds are helpful like that! Turning down the path that 
leads to the platform a pair of Stonechats were seen in the field, 
perching on top of tussocks of grass − typical Stonechat 
behaviour. Just before we got to the viewing platform, a chance 
glance down to the left picked up a pair of Jays feeding on the 
short grass. Another nice bird to see and for those of us keeping 
a year list, another one to add to it.  

We all ascended the viewing platform and spent some time 
looking out over the estuary. This gave us views of Shelduck, 

Common Gull, Knot and Grey 
Plover, to name but a few. 

Then we started to 
move towards the Hide where 
we had our lunch whilst 
enjoying the numbers of birds 
we could see. There were a 

large number of Black-tailed Godwits feeding on the mud and lots 
of Wigeon in the grass, a couple of Oystercatcher, some Tufted 
Duck, Shelduck, Pochard, a few Little Grebe, Avocet and rather 
nice views of Pintails. On the side, in the dry against a hedge, a 
Fox slept quietly. It was the Black-tailed Godwits that were of 
greatest interest, as four of them had colour rings on their legs, 
Yellow, Red, Yellow, showing that they had been ringed at 
Seaton Marsh. Ian later checked on this and has found out that 
three of them were ringed on 10th November 2013, and the fourth 
in February 2012, This one was then recorded twice in the 
Netherlands and then in Bournemouth in January 2013; the 
sighting of it at Bowling Green Marsh is the only record of it since 
then. 

This was a lovely morning spent birding in good company. 
The birds might not have been spectacularly rare but Bowling 
Green Marsh is always a great spot to visit. 
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Your very own Cretaceous paperweight 
Martin Drake 

 
I was casting about for some silver lining to winter’s soggy black clouds. 
Here’s one. Spates can reveal a bit of the underlay of our countryside 
that is normally out of sight unless you look at the coastal cliffs. We are 
so fixated with the undoubted importance of the eroding sea-scape that 
we forget that early geological maps were based largely on what could 
be seen in the numerous small mines and quarries dotted across the 
landscape. William Smith, the Georgian – Victorian who drew the first 
geological map of Britain, was forever jumping out of his carriage to chip 
away in a roadside quarry. These have nearly all gone, swamped by 
vegetation or slumping soil; their successors are vast, industrial and out-
of-bounds. But after the floods of the last few years, the beds of little 
streams and stony tracks inland of the Jurassic Coast have been un-
turned, revealing a few treasures.  

On the beach, we are so used to seeing large ammonites, and 
are forever on the look-out for bones of the next plesiosaur to appear. 
Looking at the now rock-strewn foot-paths will turn up fossil sea urchins. 
Near Chardstock I found several dark heart-shaped 
specimens among the Chert stones of the Upper 
Greensand. This formation is dominant in the Axe Vale 
area on the steeper slopes of the valleys, so the chances 
are that such finds could be made anywhere locally. Rob 
Beard identified my sea urchins as Pseudholaster bicarinatus which, he 
tells me, are fairly uncommon, but there must be a rich seam around 
Chardstock. Then, after the last violent February storm, in the Yarty 
valley near Stockland I found a beautifully preserved pale Micraster 
among stones on a recently washed-out track. The stones seemed to be 
Chert, which is the wrong formation for Micraster which lived on sea-
beds that ended up as Chalk, so the stones should have been flints. 
There’s scarcely any Chalk left on the flanks of the Yarty valley, just 
strips near Membury and Dalwood, all the rest having been eroded but 
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leaving the silicified fossil sea urchin behind. Geology is such a messy 
science! 

These two geological formations, the Greensand and the Chalk, 
are Cretaceous – the last of the three Mesozoic periods when the great 
reptiles dominated – and date from about 110 to 85 million years ago in 
our area. As the Chalk was deposited on the Greensand after a long 
gap when a lot of the earlier rocks were eroded, the two layers are not 
particularly thick but do represent a vast period. So I can choose 
between my paperweights – do I use the ancient Pseudoholastes or the 
rather modern Micraster? 
 

Beachwatch 2013 
Ian Waite 

 
Every year the Marine Conservation Society organises ‘Beachwatch Big 
Weekend’ on the third weekend of September. 

Beaches around the U.K. are cleaned by volunteers who record 
details of the items collected and forward the information to the M.C.S. 
who then publishes the big picture of what is being found on our 
beaches in an effort to get action by those in authority to reduce the 
littering of our coastline. 

In recent years your society has taken on the task for the Seaton 
Beach and this year the event will be on Sunday 21st September, 10 am 
to 12 pm, meeting at Fisherman’s Gap. The expression ‘Many hands 
make light work’ is very apposite, so if you can attend with a pair of 
gloves, pencil and suitably attired you will be most welcome. 

Our efforts on our 2013 clean up resulted in over 2,300 items 
being collected totalling 35.5 Kg.   

Over 600 pieces of plastic were found and this was the most 
common item. Other items of note were over 100 pieces of polystyrene, 
73 items of fishing line (some with hooks and lures), numerous caps and 
lids from bottles and food containers and 21 dog faeces – five in bags. 
Contact Ian Waite  01297 20326  (email  waite@relaxatseaton.co.uk) 

for any further details. 
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The Valentine’s Day Flood – 2014. 
Mike Lock 

 
January and the first part of February 2014 were exceptionally wet and 
stormy, with a series of deep depressions racing across the Atlantic, 
driven by a jet stream travelling at 250 m.p.h. or more. Most of these 
storms, however, were accompanied by west or south-west winds, so 
that Lyme Bay and Seaon were relatively sheltered by Beer Head and 
the coast westward. On 14 February the depression tracked a little 
further north and the strongest winds were from the south-east, blowing 
directly into Lyme Bay. The day began with light winds, and rain started 
during the morning. As the day wore on the rain became heavier and 
the wind stronger so that by 5 p.m. there was a full gale (and more) from 
the south-east. Although the rainfall total for the day was not large – one 
inch – the ground in the valley was completely saturated after weeks of 
rain and the Axe rose rapidly.  

We were booked to go to Sleeping Beauty at Seaton Town Hall in 
the evening. At 6.30 we left for the Town Hall via Boshill Cross and 
Axmouth. The road between Boshill Cross and Colyford was closed b 
this time. Beside the Estuary the water, driven into and up the estuary 
by storm-force winds, was just about level with the road and starting to 
spill across it, and some water was coming from the seafront onto 
Harbour Road, but we made it to the car park behind the Town Hall.  

We came out of the performance at 10 to find that the sky had 
largely cleared but that the wind was still just as strong. However, it had 
now veered into the west, so I reckoned that with the change of wind 
and the falling tide the estuary road should be passable. It was – 
although there were pieces of driftwood and rubbish scattered over the 
road. Others were less lucky. One A.V.D.C.S. member headed out for a 
romantic Valentine dinner but found both the Axmouth road and the 
A3052 closed and had to wait for another evening.  

After lunch on Saturday we drove down to look at the sea and the 
estuary. It was immediately clear that the tramway had been overtopped 
by the flood so that the whole of Colyford Common, Whitecross Farm 
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and part of Seaton Marshes were completely covered by water. A 20-
foot fishing boat was perched on the top of the wall at Coronation 
Corner, and rubbish on the road showed that the water had covered it to 
a depth of about a foot. At the sea front there were pebbles on the road 
and much of the promenade was covered by shingle.  

On the Sunday we went down to the Seaton Marshes hide. In the 
Borrow Pit the water level was way above normal, with the pond dipping 
platform under about two feet of water. Bands of stranded reeds in the 
bushes showed that the peak water level had been three to four feet 
higher. The northern part of Seaton Marshes was still very wet, and 
much of Whitecross Farm was still under shallow water, with large 
numbers of Black-headed Gulls, Wigeon and Shelduck busily feeding, 
probably on drowned worms. Several Herons stood about, perhaps 
hoping for half-drowned mice and voles. At Seaton Cemetery a large 
tree had fallen across the car park, but the Marshes were now 
accessible, having been flooded to a depth of 3-4 feet the previous day. 
The water had clearly overtopped some of the banks around Black Hole 
Marsh, and the tramway was clearly badly washed out, with the ballast 
deposited on the landward banks and much rubbish on the line.  

At the mouth of the Axe the waves had come into the harbour 
mouth and torn the coping from the top of the harbour wall as well as 
shifting some of the large boulders that protect the bottom of the slope. 
Much shingle and a great deal of wood, trees and other rubbish had 
been carried in and left along the road beside the harbour. Rather 
surprisingly there were no major landslips betwen Axmouth and 
Culverhole Point although it was clear that the waves had been beating 
against the foot of the cliffs. Shrubs close to the high tide mark had had 
the bark stripped from their stems by the force of the rolling shingle. 

It was very striking, however, that although the flood was deep, it 
drained away very quickly, showing that the drainage system for the 
marshes is very efficient. Such floods also show how sea fish such as 
Flounders can reach the Borrow Pit. All-in-all a dramatic weekend! 
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The wetland forecast 
Martin Drake 

 
What’s the likely effect of all this winter’s flooding on wildlife? A big 
question which I’m going to answer by arm-chair speculation. So here’s 
my forecast. It is strongly biased towards invertebrates which I know 
something about, but treating these poor beasts as mere bird-food does 
allow me to stray into areas about which I know little. 

I have undertaken a lot of surveys of the invertebrates in ditches 
on grazing marshes, such as the Somerset levels and moors. My work 
has almost always been on SSSI. These normally flood each winter, 
sometimes being submerged for several weeks, and sometimes the 
water is far too deep to walk through in wellies. This annual deluge is 
what makes the sites special. I sample ditches in summer when I catch 
lots of beasts that had ample opportunity during any winter inundation to 
swim or be washed away from the ditches and onto the pasture. But 
they are still there, in the ditches. While you might expect some snails to 
just stay put, active swimmers like mayfly larvae or water boatmen 
should have been really scarce. So somehow they ‘know’ where home 
is, regardless of the flooding. 

What about the terrestrial invertebrates? There are some clues 
based on the RSPB’s predilection for tinkering with water levels to make 
more splashy fields to encourage waders. Flooding traditionally ‘dry’ 
fields leads to a burst of wader activity for the first few years, followed by 
a slump. Work done by Malcolm Ausden of the RSPB looked at how 
earthworms − bird-food − responded to flooding of ‘dry’ pastures. He 
found that the species of worms in ‘dry’ fields can’t tolerate saturated 
soils, so die out after a couple of winters under water, whereas those of 
traditionally flooded fields tolerate saturated soils. There’s probably 
more work on other groups of invertebrates but I’d guess that they will 
follow the same pattern. So my prediction for the wetland invertebrates 
of the herb-rich and annually flooded pastures of the levels and moors is 
that we would hardly notice any change in their numbers. But where the 
water has stood on dryer fields there will be a loss of invertebrates, and 
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a knock-on effect on birds, bats and shrews that feed on them. This is 
probably not as dire as it sounds as these pastures are often 
agriculturally improved so don’t support a particularly interesting set of 
invertebrates, although they can still churn out large amounts of bird-
food such as craneflies. 

In our area, we haven’t had the sort of deep prolonged flooding 
that Somerset has suffered, even though the lower Axe floodplain has 
looked spectacular recently, so I don’t think that wildlife will suffer much, 
if at all. One speculative reason for not being too bothered about the 
Axe floodplain losing its interest is that rapidly flooded soil will have lots 
of air pockets locked in, so many overwintering invertebrates will 
probably survive. And the flooding is happening at the right time of year, 
when temperature is low so plants and invertebrates are on tick-over, 
along with the fungi and bacteria that would hasten death. Summer 
flooding, by comparison, can be a disaster for both plants and animals 
as non-wetland plants are quickly killed and start decaying, leading to 
low oxygen levels that kills everything else. 

My forecast ends with the summary that wetland birds in the Axe 
catchment will probably enjoy the coming spring and successfully rear 
their young. Aquatic species won’t even notice what has happened, and 
most terrestrial invertebrates will not be too badly affected. I don’t know 
what the moles and voles will think of it, though. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AV&DCS maroon short-sleeved poly/cotton polo 
shirts and long-sleeved sweatshirts are available in 

Small, Medium, Large and Extra Large at £14 each for 
sweatshirts and at £12.50 for polo shirts. 

All profits go into Society funds. 
Please contact Ian/Yvonne Waite on 01297 20326 or 
email waite@relaxatseaton.co.uk for further 

details. 
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AXE VALE & DISTRICT CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
Registered Charity No. 266682 

Subscription Application/Renewal 
(for the year ending 30th September) 

To: Hon Treasurer, Mr Roger Ash, 37 Springfields, Colyford, E.Devon, EX24 6RE 
 
I/We* would like to join the Society*/renew our subscription*and pay  
£ …….  by Banker's Order (Banker's Order form enclosed) /Cheque* / PO*. 
I/we have not* received a copy of the latest Newsletter. 
(*Please delete as applicable) 

Minimum Subscription and Donation: 
●           £2.00 - Individual 
●           £3.00 - Two persons at the same address 
●           £0.50 - Junior (non-voting) member 
Name (In Block Capitals)…………………………………………Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 
Address:…………………………………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………Postcode:……………………….. 
Telephone Number:…………………………………..Date:……………………….. 
(Please note that membership records are held in computerised form. If you 
 have any objection to your details being held in this way, please notify the Treasurer.  
 
Gift Aid Declaration: Completing a Gift Aid Declaration ensures that we can make 
 the most of your subscription/donation. 
I, Title………… Forename……………………..Surname…………………………… 
Address………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………Postcode…………………………. 
To The Axe Vale and District Conservation Society. Please treat all 
subscriptions/donations that I have made in the past four years and all future 
subscriptions/donations that I make from this date as Gift Aid donations until I notify 
you otherwise.. 
 
Signature………………………………………Date………………………. 
 
NB. In each tax year you need to pay enough Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax to 
cover the amount of tax that we shall be claiming. At present we claim 25p in every £1.  
Please let us know if you no longer pay enough tax, if your name or address  
changes, or if you wish to cancel this declaration.  
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LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES 
 
Mr R. Ash   37 Springfields, Colyford 
Mr R. Berreen   9 Rowan Drive, Seaton 
Mr D. Campbell   Wheatears, The Butts, Colyton  

(for Combpyne 
Dr C. Cannan    Knap House, Axmouth 
Mr. P. Clarke   78, Scalwell Lane, Seaton 
Mr P. Cook   8 North St., Axminster 
Mr D. Cox   21 Barnes Meadow, Uplyme 
Mr N. Croton   Gashay Farm, Hawkchurch 
Mr & Mrs R. Dark   Hillcrest, Broadhayes, Stockland 
Ms J. Dauncey   Wavertree, Market Place, Colyton 
Mr R.Dawe   Doulting, Kilmington 
Mr E.D.Gordon   Kincora, Beer Road, Seaton 
Mr S. Heighway   Mustons, Kilmington 
Mrs H. Horley   Tucker's Orchard, Dalwood 
Mr R. How   21, Burnards Field, Colyton 
Mrs J. LeGood   15 Lea Coombe, Axminster 
Mr R.J.Olliver   Lost Elms, 9 River View Close, Colyton 
Mr N.Yool   Forge Farm, Rock, Membury 
Mrs B. Pocock   3 Old Manor Gardens, Colyford 
Mrs P. Price   7 York Road, Seaton 
Mrs C. Sargent   Ruffles, Doatshayne Lane, Musbury 
Mrs A. Smith   18 Burnham Close, Seaton 
Mrs J. Stacey Buckthorn, Rocombe Cross, Axminster (for 

Raymonds Hill).  
Mrs E. Stonex Highcroft, Kilmington 

Mr I. Waite   38 Durley Road, Seaton 

Mrs M. Waters   12 Talbot Road, Lyme Regis 
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