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A note from the Chairman 
Martin Drake 

 

Some 20 years ago, the Borrow Pit at Seaton Marshes was an important 

focus for the AVDCS, whose efforts rescued it from what would have 

been a dull steep-sided pond to the attractive site it is today. Since then, 

it has become part of the Local Nature Reserve managed by the 

Countryside Team, and the society has not had much input recently apart 

from the new interpretation board. However, we are getting involved 

again by applying for grants to complete the path. At the moment, the 

gravel path goes a third of the way round, and we want to finish it so you 

can get good views of the whole pond all year without getting muddy feet 

in the wetter months. Seaton Town Council have contributed £500 for 

which we are most grateful, but we’re hopeful that Tesco’s Bags of Help 

grant will contribute most of the money. We are one of the three 

successful projects that you can vote for in Tesco stores in Seaton and 

Sidmouth (but not Axminster) in September and October so do go in and 

give us a blue token – now! 

We’ve been working on an interpretation board to go with the 

Crimean Seat, which is on the new permissive footpath that adds a loop 

to the Undercliffs coast path near Ware. This summer we had two walks 

that included it. Our board will explain the origin of the name of this very 

odd structure. Its 19th century builder was a rather unpopular Mr Ames 

so it’s a shame that his name is being kept in the public eye, but we are 

taking the opportunity to say something about Colin Dawes on our board 

as his bequest help to fund it, and Colin, as many will know, is someone 

worth remembering (Newsletter No. 73). In case you don’t make the trip 

to the Crimean Seat to read about it, Mr Ames was unpopular because 

he didn’t want people walking the footpaths across his land on the 

Undercliffs, but he lost his court case and, in a huff, erected two tall walls 

a few feet apart so no-one could see anything along this bit of the path. 

There’s little sign of the walls now but his Crimean Seat still exists and 

has recently been restored by owners of the Whitlands Estate. 
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Trying to catch the attention of visitors at the summer shows where 

we take our stand is usually a problem if you are not an unashamed 

extrovert.  But our latest idea is working a treat. We are inviting people to 

say where they’ve seen hedgehogs, and put their spot on a map of our 

patch. While some of us don’t see hedgehogs in our gardens, mainly 

because we have badgers instead who are good at eating them, our map 

shows that there are still plenty around. More, in fact, than appear on the 

National Biodiversity Network’s map for the same area. We will continue 

to collect ‘dots’ and, after another summer or two of shows, we should 

have enough to present an interesting picture of the local distribution. 

And, maybe, have captured some visitors’ interest in what we do. 

Another way to catch attention of passers-by was inspired by the 

car toots we get on our litter-picks along the Axe estuary. We interpret the 

toots as ‘well done’ but no-one knows who is doing the work, so we have 

bought lots of high viz vests displaying our name and logo. We are bound 

to find other events where we can parade them. It’s part of our drive for a 

higher profile and getting more done to demonstrate that we are worth 

supporting. 

Our AGM is coming up shortly (1 November) when we will get an 

update on the AONB’s Legacy to Landscape project from the 

indefatigable Ruth Worsley who is doing such a good job organising 

events. AVDCS contributed funding and some of our members have led 

events or got their hands dirty with practical management, so it will be a 

good time to review the project’s successes. We are also having some 

changes in officer posts but I won’t say more as the prospective 

candidates haven’t been voted in yet. You will just have to come along to 

find out! 

Please note the Society’s 
website: 

www.axevaleconservation.org.uk 
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The future of AV&DCS - A plan at last 
 

Martin Drake & Doug Rudge 
 

You will probably know that, over the last year or so, with the demise of 
the East Devon Branch of the Devon Wildlife Trust, the opening of 
Seaton Jurassic and the refocussing of the work of the Seaton Visitor 
Centre Trust, that your Committee have been taking a long, hard look at 
the future of the Axe Vale and District Conservation Society.   

You will be pleased to learn that we DO have a role to play going 
forwards and that, with a few small changes in the way we work, we can 
have an even bigger positive effect on our beautiful natural environment.  

During our ‘navel gazing’ exercise we identified a number of 
weaknesses that have to be addressed.  We decided that we need to be: 

 more proactive in the community by leading or enabling 
key environmental and wildlife improvement projects; 

 more selective in the projects we promote; 

 more effective at getting things done; 

 less concerned about membership numbers and more 
focussed on enthusing as many people as possible to appreciate 
and improve their environment; 

 less inhibited about spending money to achieve our 
objectives, which could include helping to fund or fully funding others 
to organise activities that meet our objectives (e.g.,Legacy to 
Landscape, Penny Evans (EDDC) family explorer days, Seaton 
Visitor Centre Trust winter talks, and contractors for some practical 
maintenance tasks); 

 better at ensuring our input and contribution is properly 
acknowledged so that we raise the profile of AV&DCS in the 
community. 

 
A plan emerged that should help us to do this. It is divided into three main 
areas: 

 

1.  Skills, roles and tasks 
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In general, we have a good mix of skills and abilities on the 
Committee, but with the changes in emphasis outlined above we have 
decided that we need to be more ‘professional’ in our approach. With this 
in mind we have identified a few areas of weakness that will need to be 
strengthened if we are to be successful going forwards. Apart from the 
roles of the three officers (Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer), we identified 
five distinct ‘management’ tasks that need improvement. Some are 
currently done by the officers but these should probably be allocated to 
other committee members in future. 

 
In order of priority they are: 

 events co-ordination 

 fund-raising 

 website administration 

 membership secretary 

 publicity 
 
You will probably know that we recently welcomed Sara Loveridge 

to the committee as publicity officer. She has been a breath of fresh air. 
Sara is not a naturalist, but she has real world journalistic and publicity 
experience that can easily be applied to and adapted for the needs of our 
society. At the same time, we are helping her to learn about conservation 
and the natural world which in turn may enable her to switch career paths 
in the future. I must say that her enthusiasm is infectious! 

So: is there anyone else out there that has ‘real world’ experience 
of any of the tasks listed above? If you, or anyone you know, does, and 
are prepared to get more involved with the running of the Society, we 
would be delighted to hear from you in order to strengthen the ranks of 
the committee. 

We also believe that there are likely to be many knowledgeable 
members who, with the right encouragement, could use their expertise to 
extend our range of local guided walks. There would be no need for these 
members to join the committee and no expectation that they should do 
so. Ideally, each person would lead no more than two walks a year to 
avoid the ever-increasing malaise of ‘volunteer fatigue’. The only 
exception to this could be our ever-popular bird-watching trips which Ian 
Waite has pioneered over the years (although Ian would be more than 
happy to ‘follow’ if anyone else wanted to lead one or more of these 
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outings). Again, if you or anyone you know might fit the bill then we would 
be very happy to hear from you. 

 

2. Fund-raising 
Many of AV&DCS's most conspicuous and positive achievements 

to date have involved expenditure, so we need to develop a more positive 
attitude to future achievement through spending. But if we are going to 
nurture this more proactive spending culture we will need to secure more 
funding to enable it to happen.  

We must get into the habit of routinely applying for grants to fund 
specific projects that the committee agree to champion. Some grant-
awarding bodies have funds that they cannot give away for want of well- 
presented applications. With the right person in place, ideally someone 
with previous fund-raising experience, we will be able to make a sound 
argument in every case to sell each project and secure the necessary 
funding. We would expect this person to work alongside each project 
leader to gather the information required and to prepare the applications 
to give us the best possible chance of grants being awarded for these 
projects. 

 

3. Project achievement 
We have lots of good ideas but no process in place to implement 

them, so have decided that each project needs a ‘champion’. Ideally we 
would like individual committee members to put forward their favourite 
project for consideration and approval by the committee. These will need 
to be fleshed-out to see which of them can realistically be done. If 
approved, the proposer will lead the project, driving it forwards by working 
up a realistic project plan, liaising with other organisations to get buy-in 
where necessary, working with the funding officer to secure the money to 
make it possible and then making it happen. Jobs don’t get done quickly 
or well when they are someone else’s idea, so we need a motivated 
leader with the passion and commitment to see an idea to completion. If 
successful we can improve AVDCS’s reputation for achievement which 
will encourage further grant awards in future. 

Another quick and easy way to make things happen is to jointly 
finance someone else’s project. The effort from our committee is minimal 
and the potential rewards are large. The East Devon AONB Legacy to 
Landscape project is a good example of this approach. Their aims and 
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objectives overlap with ours, so part funding of their work was a really 
positive thing for us to do and both organisations benefitted. We will be 
looking out for other projects like this in future so if you know of any 
please tell a member of the committee. 

Of course, the plan outlined above is not fixed in stone. The world 
has changed since AV&DCS was formed.  It will continue to change. Our 
job, as a committee, is to make sure we stay relevant in this changing 
world. Adaptability, after all, is the fundamental principle of evolution. 

 

Grizzly Presentation Evening: Friday 21 April 2017 

Ann Smith 

AVDCS always puts in a team of members to Marshal for the 

famous Grizzly run which is held each year in March. It’s a very gruelling 

race, to say the least, but always made very enjoyable by the fantastic 

atmosphere created by all the runners. 

The outcome of this is that all groups and organizations who 

participate by providing Marshals are very kindly invited to a presentation 

evening put on by Axe Valley Runners. On Friday 21 April AVDCS were 

again invited to attend and so two of our Committee members, Ann Smith 

and Jean Kreiseler, went along to represent the group. We were all 

welcomed with a drink of our choice and asked to help ourselves from the 

excellent buffet provided. 

The evening started with a welcome from the Axe Valley Runners' 

Chairman, who thanked everyone for their support and help and, in 

particular, the local Fire Brigade, St John's Ambulance and all the 

members of the Runners' Committee who give up so much of their 

valuable time to organize the race and its other very important aspects to 

ensure the smooth and safe running of the event. It is indeed quite 

amazing what has to be done behind the scenes to ensure that safety 

concerns are met and that everything goes smoothly. 

The Chairman then went through the very long list of organizations 

who had provided marshalls, and their representatives were then called 

up to collect their cheques. All had been asked to make a short mention 
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of what their groups were planning to put their donated money towards, if 

this was possible. On behalf of our group I thanked the Axe Valley 

Runners for their generosity and advised that our money would go 

towards two projects, the footpath around the Borrow Pit and the 

interpretation board at the Crimean Seat just below Pinhay House above 

the Undercliff. 

Many of the runners in the Grizzly had taken the time to send 

thank-you letters and emails to Axe Valley Runners, and their praise of 

the Marshalls and other officials was quite unanimous. Everyone was 

congratulated on their helpful and kind attitude throughout the race, 

including the supply of "Jelly Babies"! I was personally hugged by a group 

of runners as they passed through my station and apparently I was not 

alone in this kind act of appreciation! 

The evening concluded with more thanks to everyone and the 

hope that we would all be able to participate again next year. 

So – if any of you reading this, and like the idea of spending four or 

five hours in the fresh air, helping with the marshalling next year, please 

contact Simon Gray (details at the front of this magazine). 
 

 

Where do all the Shelduck go? 
 

Doug Rudge 

 
Have you ever wondered why you don’t see many Shelduck on or around 

the River Axe in the summer and autumn? This is because they, like 

other wildfowl, auks, divers and rails, moult all of their flight and tail 

feathers simultaneously after the breeding season and are unable to fly 

until their feathers regrow. This makes the birds very vulnerable to 

predation during this time, so most of them migrate to a safer place 

before they moult. But where do they go? And do they all come back to 

the Axe? 

Evidence suggests that most of the Shelduck Tadorna tadorna in 

Europe and Scandinavia congregate off the German Wadden Sea coast 
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to moult. Even though they are a mainly coastal species, the birds take 

the most direct route to the moulting grounds, leaving in July and flying 

overland if necessary, usually making the outward trip in a single night. 

However, it was recently discovered that a small percentage of the 

population go to Bridgewater Bay to moult. So where do ours go? The 

truth is that we don’t know, which is why the Axe Estuary Ringing Group 

has been colour ringing Shelduck for a number of years to try and find 

out.  

During the winter months the ringing group catch the birds at the 

Seaton Marshes Nature Reserve using a cannon net and then put a 

standard metal ring on one leg and a yellow ‘Darvic’ ring on the other, 

both below the ‘knee’ (you may have seen us doing this on BBC 

‘CountryFile’ a few years ago). The Darvic has a two-letter code etched in 

black so that each marked bird has a unique combination of letters. This 

allows individual birds to be identified in the field without having to retrap 

them, because the colour rings can be read using a telescope, binoculars 

or a camera. To date, we have colour ringed 253 of them! 

The trouble is that Shelduck are not likely to be seen on the way to 

their moulting grounds because they usually travel non-stop overnight 

and when they are there they are either very distant or their legs are in 

water so the rings can’t easily be seen. So why do we bother colour 

marking them? 

Well, after moulting they return to their breeding grounds in a more 

leisurely fashion, taking several weeks to complete the journey, stopping 

off along the way and it is during this time that they are likely to be seen 

and reported elsewhere, which tells us where they have been. 

So what have we learned? Well as far as the moult site is 

concerned, ‘our’ birds have been reported during the autumn months en-

route back from both places: Uphill Beach in Somerset, Steart Point in 

Somerset, Fenning Island in the Bridgewater Bay area, Somerset, 

Freisland in the Netherlands and Spiekeroog, East Frisian Islands, in 

Germany. However, one seen at North Bull Island near Dublin on 26 

November 2013 seems to have got well and truly lost! 



9 

 

Are they site faithful? It seems that some of the birds are fairly 

mobile, moving either east or west along the south coast during the 

winter months and often but not always returning to the Axe for the 

breeding season. They have been seen at Radipole Lake in Weymouth, 

the Otter Estuary at Budleigh Salterton (multiple sightings at all times of 

year), the Camel Estuary in Cornwall, Abbotsbury in Dorset, Steart Point 

in Somerset, and several at Dawlish Warren during the winter months, 

although some of these have returned to the Axe for the following 

breeding season. However, most of the birds do return to the Axe and 

interestingly, we have also found that that those that do are very faithful 

to their partners, with most birds that pair up doing so with the same mate 

year after year! 

Of course, you can help us with this and other studies by reporting 

all instances of colour ringed birds you see. You will need to record as 

much information as possible, including the species, the positions of the 

colour and the metal rings (which leg(s) it is ringed on, above or below 

the ‘knee’), the colour(s) of the rings, the lettering (if any), the colour of 

the lettering (if any), whether the lettering or colour sequence reads 

upwards or downwards. If possible take a photo, which will help to 

confirm the unique identity of the bird. These can be reported online 

directly to the British Trust for Ornithology 

(http://blx1.bto.org/euring/main/index.jsp), or via our website 

(http://axeestuaryringinggroup.blogspot.co.uk) 

Look out for other species with colour rings such as Black-tailed 

Godwits, Wigeon, Little Egrets, Gulls and Mute Swans. All reports will be 

gratefully received and will help to build a fuller picture of the behaviour, 

longevity and distribution of these species.  

 

… and what about the Black-tailed Godwits? 
Doug Rudge 

 
‘Our’ Black-tailed Godwits (birds caught and ringed by the Axe Estuary 
Ringing Group) are colour ringed with six coloured plastic rings that have 
no alphanumeric coding: Yellow / Red / Yellow on the right leg above the 
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‘knee’ which identifies them as ‘our’ birds and a unique 3 colour 
sequence on the left leg above the ‘knee’ (reading from the top down) 
which identifies them as individuals. There is also a uniquely numbered 
metal ring on the right leg below the ‘knee’. (Incidentally, the term ‘knee’ 
is used for the visible joint in the middle of the leg, although it is actually 
the bird’s ankle!) 

Black-tailed Godwits are divided into three sub-species. Two of 
these occur in the UK and nearly all of those that over-winter here are of 
the sub-species Limosa limosa islandica. There is a lot of data on the 
movement of this Icelandic race because there has been an active colour 
ringing programme in place in the UK since the 1990s. The AERG have 
been colour ringing Black-tailed Godwits for around 10 years and there 
have been lots of sightings of ‘our’ birds. 

Not surprisingly, the birds that over-winter on the Axe mostly go to 
Iceland to breed, leaving the UK in March or April. After breeding they 
migrate south again in July or August normally accompanied by good 
numbers of juveniles because the data shows a net increase in numbers 
year on year. Sightings of colour ringed birds have shown that individuals 
are highly site faithful within and between winters, so there is a good 
chance you will see ‘our’ birds year after year (there are currently 63 of 
them!). Typically they will not be very mobile in the winter, moving only 
locally with occasional sightings from further afield (although there are, of 
course, some exceptions to this). 

By way of illustration, here are the movement records of two of 
‘our’ birds. Firstly, White / Orange / Lime, first ringed on 9

th
 February 

2013 as a first winter male. It is clear that this bird has spent most of his 
winters on or near the river Axe: 
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By contrast, Red / Orange / Orange, first ringed on 5
th

 March 2011 as an adult 

female is much more adventurous and consequently much less winter site 

faithful, although she has been sighted locally every year except 2016: 
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These are just two examples of many, but they do show the power 

and the value of colour ringing providing, of course, that observers report 

their sightings.   

So if you ever see a colour-ringed bird, whatever the species, 

please report it. Every sighting is valued. They are all entered into the 

national database and add to the overall picture of the longevity, 

movement and distribution of the species in question. Observations can 

be reported online directly to the British Trust for Ornithology 

(http://blx1.bto.org/euring/main/index.jsp), or via our website 

(http://axeestuaryringinggroup.blogspot.co.uk). 

A genuine case of citizen science in action! 
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Winter Birdwatch in the Axe Valley 

 
Lapwings flick-flack, batting the air with their paddle wings; 

Teal flit and scurry across platforms of iced waters. 

 

A flock of godwits wheels, banks, turns to a flicker of lights; 

Curlew inspect the tide’s leavings, pacing between mudstools. 

 

Redshank’s flute whittles and echoes across the water; 

Snipe cut and snip into wind, slice down into the grass. 

 

                                                * 

 

Tide has sucked out the numb vein of the estuary, 

leaving icefields smoking in winter sunlight, 

 

leaving the ripple of a tideline where flotillas of gulls 

ride ruffled waters. 

 

On the hill a hoar frost has blanched the brushwood trees. 

The silvered woodlands grow pink in the late afternoon. 

 

By dusk the salt marsh ice pools are tightening; 

spars rebuild, channels writhe like quicksilver under plated ice. 

 

A dark tide refills the estuary.   Across the saltings 

white silence waits for the black breath of outer space. 

 

 

Rowland Molony 
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Programme of Activities 

Autumn 2017 and Spring 2018 

 

Please wear appropriate clothing and footwear; bring a picnic to events 
marked with an asterisk (☼). Car share where possible, contacting leader 
if need be. Contact numbers: Work Party details: Donald Campbell 01297 
552945; for Bird Watch details: Ian Waite 01297 20326; walks: Mike Lock 
01297 551556; EDDC Countryside Service 01395 517557; other queries, 
including problems with grid references and meeting points: Martin Drake 

01460 220650.  
 

At the end of a walk or birdwatch the leader will ask for a donation 
to Society funds.  

 
Undercliffs working parties often involve long walks to a remote 

location. Walking can be strenuous and the ground uneven so you 
must wear walking boots and be physically fit. Please declare any 

medical conditions. 
 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 2017 
Sun. 
8

th
. 

8.45 - 
16.00 

Bird-watch - Steart 
Marshes Wildfowl & 
Wetland Trust 
reserve, Bridgwater 

With Ian Waite. Visit to this 
new reserve. Meet at 
reserve car park 
(ST252442). Inform IW if 
going ☼ 

Wed. 
18th 

10.00 - 
16.00 

Work-party - 
Undercliffs, Humble 
Pond 

Pond clearance. Meet at 
Whitlands (SY306911). 
Wear wellies. ☼ 

Thu. 
19th 

7.30 An informal meeting 
with Ian Waite for 
less experienced 
birdwatchers to 
discuss the birds of 
the Axe, 
identification and 
behaviour 

The Enterprise Suite, Town 
Hall, Seaton. 
Refreshments available. 
Please inform IW if 
attending. 
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DECEMBER 2017 

Wed. 
6th 

10.00 - 
16.00 

Work-party - 
Undercliffs, 
Ware Pond 

Pond clearance. Meet at 
Crow's Nest/Ware Lane 
(SY330916). Wear wellies. ☼ 

Mon. 
11th 

10.00 - 
17.00 

Bird-watch - 
including 
starling roost on 
Somerset Levels 

With Ian Waite. Meeting place 
to be arranged. Inform IW if 
attending. ☼ 

Wed. 
13th 

10.00 - 
16.00 

Work party - 
Holyford Woods 

Meet at Holyford Farm 
(SY236923). ☼ 

 

October 2017 ctd. 

Wed. 
25th 

10.30 - 
12.30 

Devon  Hedge Week 
- Hooper's Hedge 
Rule and what it 
means 

A morning looking at 
hedges and their history. 
Musbury; meet at village 
hall car park. 

Sat. 
28th 

10.00 - 
12.00 

Axe Estuary Clean-
up 

Meet Axmouth Bridge lay-
by (SY253901). Gloves and 
suitable clothes. 

NOVEMBER 2017 

Wed. 
1st 

7.30 AGM, members' 
evening and talk 

Colyford Memorial Hall. 
Talk by Ruth Worsely: An 
update on the AONB's 
Legacy to Landscape 
project. 

Sat. 
4th 

10.00 - 
16.00 

Work-party - 
Undercliffs, Goat 
Island  

Scrub bashing. Meet at 
Stepps Lane (SY266903). 
☼ 

Mon. 
13th 

10.30 - 
15.00 

Bird-watch - Bowling 
Green Marsh 

With Ian Waite. Meet at 
Darts Farm lower carpark 
(SX977883). Inform IW if 
attending. ☼ 

Wed. 
15th 

10.00 - 
16.00 

Work party - 
Holyford Woods 

Woodland management. 
Meet at Holyford Farm 
(SY236923). ☼ 

Sat. 
25th 

10.00 - 
16.00 

Work-party - 
Undercliffs, Pinhay 

Laurel clearance. Meet at 
Pinhay (SY316914). ☼ 



16 

 

JANUARY 2018 

Sat. 
6th 

10.00 - 
16.00 

Work-party - 
Undercliffs, 
Humble Glades 

Scrub clearance/tree felling. 
Meet at Whitlands (SY306911). 
Wear wellies. ☼ 

Mon. 
8th 

10.00 - 
16.00 

Bird-watch - 
Portland 
Harbour and 
Radipole 

With Ian Waite. Meet Ferry 
Bridge car park (SY668755). 
Contact IW if attending. ☼ 

Wed. 
17th 

10.00 - 
16.00 

Work-party - 
Trinity Hill 

Scrub clearance. Meet at 
reserve car park (SY307959). ☼ 

Sat. 
27th 

10.00 - 
16.00 

Work-party - 
Colyton 
Community 
Woodland 

General management. Meet at 
site car park, Hillhead 
(SY245934). ☼ 

 

 

FEBRUARY 2018 

Wed. 
7th 

10.00 - 
16.00 

Work-party - 
Undercliffs, 
Pinhay 

Laurel clearance. Meet at 
Pinhay (SY316914). ☼ 

Wed 
21st 

10.00 – 
12.30 

Walk, Otterhead 
Lakes. c.4 miles. 

Meet C.P. at lakes (ST 224141). 
Snowdrops where the R.Otter 
begins. 

Wed. 
28th 

10.00 - 
16.00 

Work-party - 
Undercliffs, 
Humble Glades 

Scrub clearance/tree felling. 
Meet at Whitlands (SY306911). 
Wear wellies. ☼ 

 

 

MARCH 2018 

Wed. 
21st 

10.00 – 
12.30 

Walk; Holyford 
Woods 

Early spring flowers and early 
migrants. With Mike Lock. 

Sat. 
24th 

10.00 - 
12.00 

Axe Estuary 
Clean-up 

Meet Axmouth Bridge lay-by 
(SY253901). Wear gloves and 
suitable clothing. 

Mon. 
26th 

10.00-
14.00 

Bird-watch - 
Dartmoor, Steps 
Bridge. 

With Ian Waite. Meet at car 
park on right-hand side past 
bridge (SX803883). Contact IW 
if attending. ☼ 
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Other walks and events in the area are arranged by the 
following organisations (among others): 

 

EDDC Countryside Service (01395 517557); 
www.eastdevon.gov.uk/countryside/countryside-events 

[They publish two booklets each year, winter and summer, 
with details of events organised by a wide range of 

organisations in this area] 
 

Seaton Visitor Centre Trust 
(www.seatonvisitorcentretrust.org) 

Jurassic Coast Trust 
(01305 224132; www.jurassiccoast.org) 

 

 

Seaton Visitor Centre Trust  
will again be organising a series of talks for the 

coming autumn and winter. The first, on 12th October, 
will be a new look at the causes of the Great Bindon 
Landslip in 1839. Richard Edmonds, former World 

Heritage Coast geologist, will show how high 
resolution photography has given new insights into 
the controversial mechanisms that caused the most 

famous landslide in Europe. 
 

Later, on the second Thursday of each month until 
March, a range of speakers will highlight aspects of 
local history, geology and wildlife. All meetings at 
Marshlands, Harbour Road Seaton (next door to 

Winston’s Bar).  
7.00 for 7.30 

 

http://www.eastdevon.gov.uk/countryside/countryside-events
http://www.jurassiccoast.org/
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Steps Bridge, Dartmoor; March 2017 
Roger Critchard 

 

On a perfect March day with sunshine and fresh air, a small number of 

members assembled, all looking forward to a good day’s bird spotting. 

While we were still in the car park, a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker started 

drumming close by as six Canada Geese flew overhead, following the 

River Teign that flows through this beautiful valley. 

Led by Ian Waite, our first stop was on the bridge, where Grey 

Wagtail were soon spotted on the river below before we entered 

Dunsford Wood, which is a Devon Wildlife Trust Nature Reserve, owned 

by the National Trust. The steep valley banks and plenty of trees provide 

some good bird-watching, and the river that rises high up on Dartmoor 

was in good flow. 

A Coal Tit and a Blackcap were soon heard, and a Nuthatch was 

seen moving around a tree trunk, while a Goldcrest was both heard and 

seen. As we continued along the river Ian spotted our first Dipper. We 

stopped at a clearing in the wood, where there was a good showing of 

wild Daffodils, listened to the birdsong, and continued to note more birds 

including Great Tit, Long tailed Tit, and Blue Tit. We also heard a 

Chiffchaff and, high overhead, a Raven. A Buzzard, Rooks and a Heron 

were also seen, but the species that everyone was concentrating on were 

the woodpeckers, with both Lesser Spotted and Great Spotted busy in 

the many Sessile Oak trees. We continued further through the trees, 

seeing flowering Wood Anemones, and leaves of both Bluebell and 

Ramsons starting to show. As we walked close to the river, we saw more 

Grey Wagtails and another Dipper that was spending a good deal of time 

feeding under the water. 

We had halted for a coffee break when a couple stopped and 

showed us a photo of a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker which they had 

taken where we had earlier heard the bird. They told us that they had 

visited the woods for many years without being able to get a good photo 

and were delighted with today’s result. We decided to return to the area 

to see if we could also manage to get good views of the bird. We ate our 
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lunch beside the river in the sunshine, with very little bird activity apart 

from Robin, Long tailed Tit and Blackbird. However, two Brimstone 

butterflies and an Orange Tip were moving around in the open area. After 

a long patient wait, a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker flew across the valley 

and gave us some good close views as it hunted around the branches on 

one tree and then flew to another and picked off grubs. It then flew to 

another tree with the top broken off and started to dig out the bark a little 

below where a Great Spotted Woodpecker had created a nest hole in a 

previous year. The Lesser Spotted Woodpecker continued to give us 

good views for some time before flying off, but returned a few times, 

much to our delight. 

After all this activity we decided to make our way back to the cars, 

pleased with what we had seen.  

 

 
 

Note from Ian Waite:  

On this visit to Steps Bridge, after several previous attempts (one 

reported in the previous issue of this newsletter), we had good clear 

views of the elusive Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, a species on the UK 

Red List. It is a bird not often seen, similar in size to a sparrow. It usually 

nests in trees that are decaying, as it does not have the strength of the 

Great Spotted Woodpecker, which can excavate a nest hole in a living 

tree. Indeed, Great Spotted Woodpeckers have been known to dig out 

the nest site of a Lesser Spotted and eat the young. Research has shown 

that female Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers will abandon their young before 

they fledge, leaving the male to raise the brood, not always successfully. 

You can see, therefore, why this species is in trouble and why the group 

was delighted with this sighting – the previous trip had only given us a 

glimpse of this special bird. A few days later one of our members, Sue 

Smith, visited the site and took photographs which can be seen on our 

website.  
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Become a Great Nurdle Hunter 
John Ramsay 

Long ago, the craze was to gather your friends around you and go off to 

Africa and hunt wild game, but now, in these more enlightened days, 

such sport would gain you more than a raised eyebrow and perhaps even 

a criminal charge. But fear not: a new hunter is born, one that is 

encouraged by wildlife conservation and environmental groups such as 

the Marine Conservation Society, Greenpeace, Surfers Against Sewage 

and many others I have never even heard of. So what is it all about and 

what, indeed, is a Nurdle? 

Well here we go: the hunt is on for incredibly small pieces of 

plastic, the sort of particle that plastic manufactures make to sell to 

someone who makes the finished plastic product we all buy. Whether it is 

a chair, a bowl, or any one of a million things made of plastic, it was once 

a Nurdle, or many hundreds or thousands of Nurdles.  

This may seem fine, but these Nurdles do have a habit of escaping 

out into the wider environment. No company intends to lose these pre-

production plastics, but we find that spills are commonplace. While being 

transported in ships’ holds from one country to another, they can get 

washed, or cleaned out into the sea. Here, being plastic, they float on the 

surface and can be mistaken for food by fish and birds. But this ‘food’ 

won’t do them any good at all, as the particles get trapped in the stomach 

and stop the birds and fish from eating real food, and inhibiting their 

appetite. Many digestive tracts simply won’t pass these Nurdles through 

and the problems of an indigestible plastic product become self evident. 

Once at sea, nurdles are known to absorb high concentrations of 

persistent organic pollutants. Many sandy beaches on far-flung tropical 

islands now contain millions of Nurdles that float up with every tide. 

Looking at a Nurdle, it is hard to see how something so small could 

be a problem. After all, they are only three millimetres long and are 

usually shaped like a tiny tin can, not much larger than a Red Lentil. They 

come in a wide variety of colours though the ones we have found here 

are mostly blue. We have found them in great numbers along the bank of 
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the Axe Estuary, where the tide has left them with other flotsam. Our 

grand total so far from four hours of searching is 668 nurdles. Don’t be 

fooled by the small size. They could cause more significant harm to 

wildlife than the litter we pick up in Beach Clean-ups. These Nurdles are 

so small they tend to fall under the radar and go un-noticed. Already it 

may be too late.   

However, Nurdles are out there. On our beaches, on our river 

banks and also inland as far as Yorkshire and Central London. Nurdle 

Hunters are out there too. In a recent Hunt an interactive Nurdle Map was 

produced. 600 volunteers took part representing 530 volunteering hours, 

and Nurdles were found from the Shetlands to the Scilly Isles. The most 

collected was 127,500 in Cornwall.  

A word of warning! Nurdle Hunting can become obsessive-

compulsive, and I am sure the word disorder is not far away. Good luck to 

you if you choose to take up the challenge of the hunt. It may take a while 

to get your eye in before you see them – I know it took me 15 minutes 

before I caught my first one! 
 

Thank You and a Gentle Reminder 

Thank you to all members who have returned their updated information and 
new bank details. If you have not already done so, it would be great if you 
could send them on to me so that I can make sure all our records are 
correct. 
 

I would like to add that if you have set up bank payment on line, please 
can you check which box you have ticked for how often the payment is to 
be made. I have had a few that have been set up for monthly payment –, 
very nice for the Society, but it should have been annually; it is easily done. 

 
If you have any questions regarding your membership or payments 

please do contact me by e-mail at ruth.gray4@btinternet.com. If you could 
please put AVDCS in the subject matter it will help me pick it out from my 
other e-mails. 

Ruth Gray – Hon. Treasurer 

mailto:ruth.gray4@btinternet.com
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On Marsh Orchids 
David Allen 

 

In Newsletter 79, I reported the welcome appearance of the Early Marsh 
Orchid Dactylorhiza incarnata ssp.pulchella on Quantock Common, one 
of Stockland’s Turbaries. This season, there are 74 flowering spikes here. 
Other sites where this rare and beautiful orchid survives in East Devon 
and the Blackdown Hills are shown in the following table, giving the 
number of flowering spikes and the date when I counted them: 
 

Bicton Common                       16 (2014) 

Colaton Raleigh Common       14 (2014) 

Colliton Moor                          14 (2011) 

Hense Moor                              40 (2017) 

Yarty Moor                               44 (2017) 

Ashculm Turbary                      20 (2014) 

Gotleigh Moor                            5 (2014) 

Blackdown Common                  ? 
 

I had long thought that the population on Blackdown and Sampford 
Commons was much the largest but, beyond one perfunctory attempt 
some years ago to count, I had little idea how strong this population really 
was. On 14 June 2017 19 of us, drawn from the Blackdown Hills AONB 
and its Natural Futures Programme, the Somerset Environmental 
Records Centre, Natural England and the Devonshire Association 
assembled to count the number of flowering spikes, now in full flower. We 
lined up and walked slowly across about two thirds of the extensive 
Molinia mire before we realised we were disturbing a pair of breeding 
Curlew, probably at the single remaining site within the Blackdowns of 
this declining species. 

Totting up individual counts, we reached the staggering total of 
6,530! Are there comparably large populations anywhere else in Britain? 

On 18 June 2017, I went to have a look at orchids in Springhead 
Fen near Axmouth. Here, Leopard Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza 
praetermissa var. junialis, with its ringed spotted leaves and flowers that 
are a wonderfully rich magenta with loop markings on the lip, was 
prevalent over the common form of Southern Marsh Orchid. I see that 
Summerhayes, in his Wild Orchids of Britain, referred in 1951 to a locality 
“ near Axmouth in Devon” where Leopard Marsh Orchids “ easily 
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outnumber the other marsh orchids present.” This remains the case here, 
66 years later!        

Bird Watch: Somerset Levels 
Steven Lewis 

 
An understated title to what was to be a fantastic day. We arrived at 

Avalon Marshes Reserve and were immediately serenaded by a Garden 

Warbler as we assembled in the car park before heading along Ham 

Walls. 

A Blackcap regaled us with its elaborate and intense song as we 

wandered along the track. With Ian gently leading, nature unfurled its 

treasures. We saw and heard Reed Warblers and Swallows hunting 

above us. Then the sudden flash of a Kingfisher. The high calls of Swifts 

and the song of Whitethroat and Cetti’s Warbler, with good views of both. 

A brief view of a Barn Owl from one of the hides. We heard the distant 

deep booming of Bitterns, and saw Glossy Ibis, Marsh Harriers, Pochard, 

Shoveler, nesting Mute Swans, Egyptian Goose, Grey Heron and 

Cuckoo. These were just some of the ornithological delights we 

experienced during the morning. 

After a brief break for lunch we walked back through the Reserve 

in the opposite direction, visiting several more hides. Black-tailed Godwits 

and Little Egret were spotted along with Great Crested Grebe making and 

sitting on nests. We had another good view of Cetti’s Warbler and 

watched a super display by a male Marsh Harrier. As we walked along 

the river, Hobbies were spotted hunting in the distance. Within minutes 

they were overhead, with one settling down on a tree across the river, 

giving us an up-close and personal view of the bird. Then it happened: 

after a brief glimpse by a few of us, the whole group had a superb view of 

a Bittern flying along a reed bed; a wonderful experience after hearing its 

distant booming call throughout the day. As we wandered back, Cattle 

Egret, Little Egret and Great White Egret were spotted together.  

Throughout the day we enjoyed seeing Bullfinch, Goldfinch, Chaffinch, 

Chiffchaffs, Moorhen, Wren, and Robin. What a fantastic introduction to 

the Avalon marshes reserve! The regular birders in the group were super 
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in their generosity, sharing knowledge, explaining bird calls, and sharing 

their scopes which really help beginners with their identification. Thank 

you to Ian and the group of regulars for a super day. 

A Day in the Woods 
Donald Campbell 

 

In 1962 the Devon Wildlife Trust established its first nature reserve, 

Lady’s Wood, on the edge of Dartmoor. A little later, Ken Watkins, then in 

his early sixties, became the Trust secretary but in 1972 he took a 

different path, buying woodland plots in the Avon valley as his ambitious 

plans for the Woodland Trust developed. By 1980 it had 10,000 members 

and cared for 63 woods, and it now has 500,000 members and manages 

1,000 sites covering some 26,000 hectares.  

In August 2013, together with the National Trust, it acquired 335 

hectares of largely coniferous woodland on the south bank of the River 

Teign below Fingle Bridge. These woods have a long recorded history 

including 600 years under the control of the Courtenay family of 

Powderham Castle. In 1674 Sir William Courtenay leased much of the 

woodland to a tanner while retaining access for himself and his 

employees to make charcoal, with a 25-year rotation of oak coppice cut 

very low so that sledges could ride over the stumps. (This shared use is 

logical because the tanner would have been interested primarily in the 

oak bark, not the timber). In 1890 the woods, and some 5.000 acres 

elsewhere, were sold to the W.H.Smith family but they had to sell forty 

years later to pay death duties. The wealthy Elmhirst family took over, 

initiating the Dartington Forestry Venture. In Fingle they mainly planted 

Douglas Fir but not until the 1939-45 War was planting stepped up to the 

extent that 5 to 10% of the woodland was planted with conifers in each 

five-year period up to 1989. Broad-leaved trees were therefore getting 

scarce as was the Elmhirst’s money so that trees were neglected and the 

woods were sold again with new owners rearing and shooting pheasants. 

In a National Park, and in an area with well used public footpaths this was 

not ideal, whereas the purchase in 2013 of the woods by the two trusts 

with ambitious long-term plans was very positive. 
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Four years later the Woodland Trust invited a number of long-

standing Devon members for a day in the woods. After introductions, 

three minibuses climbed steeply to a point east of the 3,000-year old 

Prestonbury hill fort with fine views over the Teign Valley; an ideal spot 

from which to outline the planned future for the woods. The narrow gaps 

left between planting blocks, often with streams tumbling down from the 

acid grasslands above, were highlighted as sites of active early 

management. The blocks were often of single species, often Douglas Fir, 

but of varied ages and density as some had never been thinned. The 

proposed management, which would take a lifetime to complete, involved 

gradual removal of conifers allowing more natural woodland, mainly self-

sown, to take over. To the west, trees had already been removed from 

the hill fort to protect 

archaeological features and make 

them easier to record. A group of 

Fallow Deer passed the ramparts. 

Most, like others locally, were 

melanistic and darker than most 

populations but one was very pale, 

almost white (leucistic).  

Back at Fingle Bridge, listed 

Grade II* by English Heritage, we 

took the track beside the south bank of the Teign. Improving access 

tracks had been a vital early stage of management, as had felling beside 

the tracks. Foxgloves, although not as abundant as in year two, were still 

conspicuous, with Yellow Pimpernel and Common Cow-wheat moving in. 

From the start, and for some years to come, plant distribution along 

selected transects will be monitored as will the associated butterflies and 

birds. The RSPB are using common bird census methods to record such 

species as Bullfinch, Marsh Tit and, hopefully, Redstart and Pied 

Flycatcher. Sadly, the rain and wind of previous days had led to the 

starvation of at least 20% of young flycatchers in nearby Yarner Wood. 

Dippers were nesting under one of the arches of Fingle Bridge, two pairs 

of Kingfishers lived in the gorge, and there is a small but highly mobile 
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Otter population. Among the problems for fish, and their predators, is 

water quality. After the recent rain the river was coloured by peat from the 

moor and this, together with acid run-off from the conifers on the slopes, 

could reduce the pH to 4 or even lower (very acid), further reducing the 

Salmon and Sea Trout populations. As protected species, Dormice were 

also of concern. A 1967 Guide to Mammals admits that the species 

sometimes occurs in coniferous woodland, but many cling to the idea of 

them being almost totally dependent on Hazel. Here, radio-tracking had 

traced them high up in the conifers, breaking the ‘rule’, just like the reed-

dwelling Dormice of Burton Bradstock.  

With the prospect of climate change creating difficult conditions for 

bryophytes and other flowerless plants, the western location of the woods 

and their position in a steep-sided valley, make it likely that they will 

remain a moist refuge for a wide range of species.  

As with all projects, plans go awry, and in year two large areas of 

Japanese Larch had to be clear-felled after the Forestry Commission 

issued a plant health notice relating to the disease caused by 

Phytophthora ramorum. Clear-felling is not the preferred method for 

restoring ancient woodland, as the sudden increase in light can allow 

aggressive Bramble and Bracken to flourish. Instead, the preferred 

method of restoration, technically known as continuous cover felling, 

never creates large bare areas but aims to encourage a patchwork of 

habitats.  

The two Trusts have set themselves ambitious targets and, as so 

often, volunteers will play, and have already played, a critical role in the 

first three years of a challenging project. Our Axe Vale volunteers have 

worked in just one Woodland Trust property, Uplyme Pinetum, where 

steps, both on the public footpath and on a new loop that brings visitors 

closer to some of the exotic trees which characterise the site, have been 

created.  

 

A walk through the Undercliff. 
Roger Critchard 

 

AV&DCS maroon short-sleeved poly/cotton polo shirts and long-sleeved 

sweatshirts: Small, Medium, Large and Extra Large: £14 each for sweatshirts 

and £12.50 for polo shirts. All profits to Society funds. 

Please contact Ian/Yvonne Waite on 01297 20326  
or email waite@relaxatseaton.co.uk for further details. 

http://www.axevaleconservation.co.uk/join.html#sweatshirt
http://www.axevaleconservation.co.uk/join.html#sweatshirt
mailto:waite@relaxatseaton.co.uk
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On 25
th
 February 2017, ten of us set off from Lyme Regis to walk the 

seven miles through the Undercliff to Seaton. As we joined the coast path 

near Ware cliff we were met by George Allhusen, whose family own the 

eastern end of the Undercliffs and who provided us with some interesting 

facts.  

We stopped first at Underhill Farm, once the home of John Fowles 

who wrote several books including ‘The French Lieutenants Woman’. In 

1980 this was made into a film; much of the story was set in the 

Undercliffs, and George Allhusen showed us several locations where it 

was made. We then passed an overgrown area once known as Donkey 

Green, where sports days were held; George’s father had visited it in 

1920 not long before the events ended. 

Our next landmark was the site of Eastcliff cottage, built for 

workmen on the Pinhay Estate, but now completely disappeared. We 

continued on to Pinhay Gardens and he showed us where the Arboretum 

was planted many years ago. Remaining trees include a Dawn Redwood, 

a Ginkgo, some large Plane Trees, a much-branched Giant Redwood, 

and many Laurel and Bay trees. Much of this area has been cleared in 

the last few years by work parties from Natural England and AVDCS but 

this ‘Lost Gardens of Pinhay’ area has had to be left in recent years 

because financial stringencies mean that efforts have to be concentrated 

on more important natural area.  

We walked on further until we reached the site of the Pinhay water 

pumping station which used to supply water to Lyme Regis and several 

other places but was abandoned because of the unstable ground. Our 

next stop was Westcliff Cottage, which was also built for workers on the 

estate. All that remains of this cottage is a wall with two windows. 

Here we said our goodbyes to George Allhusen and continued 

onwards, passing the estate boundary stone, which marks the boundary 

between Cleveland (the earlier name for the Pinhay estate) and 

Rousdon. We stopped at the old Rousdon estate pumping station, of 

which only the chimney is now visible, and looked at the site of the 

Boatman/Engineers cottage which slid down the cliff after a landslip in 

1911. 
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Walking on through the Rousdon Cliffs, we passed the entrance to 

an area called the Plateau, important for its chalk grassland, and then 

reached the site of Landslip cottage where my family used to live. Built in 

the 1850s, it survived until the early 1950s. 

This area is where the Great Landslip of 1839 took place and has 

attracted many visitors ever since. Not far from the cottage is a large 

sheep wash that survived the Landslip; it was possibly built in the late 

1700s. 

We made a brief stop at the site of Rock Cottage which was ruined 

by the Great Landslip, and then walked on through the Avenue, where 

Wild Daffodils grow in the spring, and up onto Goat Island, an important 

area of chalk grassland with many flowers through the seasons, including 

Orchids such as Early Purple, Lesser Butterfly, Common Spotted and 

Pyramidal. 

Finally we reached our destination, the Axe Estuary and Seaton. 
 

 
 

Getting Involved 
 

Simon Gray 
 

It always seems that when asking for volunteers everybody looks 
away and hopes others will stand up. You really are missing the 
opportunity to make a difference. AV&DCS has a long  history, and it is 
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driven by a small number of dedicated individuals who are prepared to 
give up some of their valuable time and skills to make the society a viable 
and prosperous organisation. 

Two years ago the Treasurer was going to step down after many 
years of valued service. Ruth & I agreed to come on to the committee to 
help. I must say that the thought of spending a couple of hours in 
committee meetings every two months didn’t exactly fill me with 
enthusiasm, but I have  to confess, that with the help of tea and chocolate 
biscuits, the meetings are always constructive and have  a positive slant, 
and, not surprisingly, some really good ideas come from the discussions. 
It wasn’t long before we found that that we added ‘expertise’ that seemed 
to be missing from the existing committee members, but which didn’t 
seem special to us and didn’t take us any effort. On top of that, it was fun 
organising the marshalling of the Grizzly. 

You all know we get a six-monthly magazine; this doesn’t come 
together by magic; it’s the work of one of the committee members who is 
always looking for interesting articles to include. Many magazines are 
distributed by hand by volunteer members; the others are posted. You 
have probably seen AV&DSC at local shows; another member organises 
the rotas to ensure the smooth running of these events. You might also 
have seen posters distributed around the estuary and surrounding area to 
keep people abreast of events. 

We have hundreds of members, so why not put your hand up and 
volunteer your services, not necessarily to be on the committee, but to be 
useful and involved. You might be surprised how much fun you can have: 
pond-dipping with kids, helping man the AV&DCS stall, cleaning up 
beaches, organising walks: have your input – you all have personal & 
business experiences that could be useful! 

So don’t sit at home wondering what you could do. We all joined 
the society to make a difference by contributing financially; put your hand 
up, join the committee, volunteer, you might be surprised at the new 
friends you could make, the help you could provide, and the beneficial 
results of new-found friendships.  

So do not rely on others. What have you got to lose? Have a go, 
come and make a difference; we are a friendly group of individuals and 
will make you feel very welcome. 

Look forward to hearing to you getting in contact! 
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AXE VALE & DISTRICT CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

Registered Charity No. 266682 

Subscription Application/Renewal 
(for the year ending 30th September) 

To Hon. Treasurer, Ruth Gray, The Lodge, Windsor Mead, Sidford, Sidmouth, EX10 9AJ 

 
I/We* would like to join the Society/renew our subscription* and pay 

£ ……………. by Banker’s Order/Cheque/PO*. 

I/We have not received a copy of Newsletter no.84.  

(*Please delete as applicable). 

 

Minimum subscription: £5.00 per household.  

 

Name (in Block Capitals) ……………………………………Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 

Address:……………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………Postcode:……………………………………………….

Telephone Number………………………………………….Date……………… 

(Please note that membership records are held in computerised form. If you have any 

objection to your details being held in this way, please notify the Treasurer. Your details 

will not be shared with any other organisation). 

 

Gift Aid Declaration (Completing a Gift Aid Declaration ensures that we can make the 

most of your subscription/donation). 

I [Title]……………… 

Forename………………………Surname……………………………….. 

Address.……………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………Postcode……………………… 

want Axe Vale &District Conservation Society to treat all subscriptions/donations I have 

made since 6 April 2000 and all subscriptions/donations I make from this date as Gift Aid 

Donations until I notify you otherwise. 

 

Signature………………………………………….Date………………………….. 

 

N.B. In each tax year you need to pay enough income tax to cover the amount we shall be 

claiming from the Inland Revenue. At present we claim 28p in every £1. Please let us 

know if you no longer pay enough tax, if your name or address changes, or if you wish to 

cancel this declaration at any time. 
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LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES 

 
Mrs Hilary Arnold   Bishopwood, Beer Road, Seaton.  

Mr R. Berreen   9 Rowan Drive, Seaton 

Mr D. Campbell   Wheatears, The Butts, Colyton  

(for Combpyne 

Dr C. Cannan    Knap House, Axmouth 

Mr. P. Clarke   78, Scalwell Lane, Seaton 

Mr P. Cook   8 North St., Axminster 

Mr D. Cox   21 Barnes Meadow, Uplyme 

Ms J. Dauncey   Wavertree, Market Place, Colyton 

Mr R.Dawe   Doulting, Kilmington 

Mrs H. Horley   Tucker's Orchard, Dalwood 

Mr N.Yool   Forge Farm, Rock, Membury 

Mr & Mrs M. Payne  14 Dragons Mead, Axminster 

Mrs B. Pocock   3 Old Manor Gardens, Colyford 

Mrs P. Price   7 York Road, Seaton 

Mrs C. Sargent   Ruffles, Doatshayne Lane, Musbury 

Mrs A. Smith   18 Burnham Close, Seaton 

Mrs J. Stacey Buckthorn, Rocombe Cross, Axminster (for 

Raymonds Hill).  

Mrs E. Stonex Highcroft, Whitford Road, Kilmington 

Mr I. Waite   38 Durley Road, Seaton 

Mrs M. Waters   12 Talbot Road, Lyme Regis 
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