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A note from the Chairman 

 
Martin Drake 

 
One of our members gave me some old Newsletters dating back to 
1994, long before I joined. The first one I opened had the Treasurer’s 
report thanking members for supporting the introduction of a rise in 
subscription ... to £3. What else has remained the same price for 21 
years? A widget on the web tells me that this is now worth about £4.60, 
so our subscription sounds excellent value. Unfortunately we have to 
post some copies which leaves less for giving to good causes, but still 
our finances remain in good shape. 

And on that topic, we are pleased to have donated £840 towards 
equipment needed by the Devon Bat Conservation and Research Group 
for a project studying the movement of bats in the vicinity of Beer Quarry 
Caves. These caves are internationally important as an over-wintering 
roost – nearly 350 bats were counted this January. Bats proved their 
worth in the recent successful objection to the Harepath Road housing 
development, so the AVDCS Committee felt that the project was likely to 
benefit conservation in a wider sense by providing evidence to fend off 
development in the wrong places. We are definitely not anti-housing so 
long as it in does not undo the hard and long fight to conserve wildlife. 

We have also used a donation from the Musbury and Whitford 
Womens’ Institute to pay for a seat that now lets you watch, in comfort, 
the Sand Martin wall at Seaton Marshes. Even if no Sand Martins are 
around, the pond is developing nicely so the dragonflies will be worth 
stopping for. 

At the AGM last October we welcomed Roger Critchard to the 
Committee. Roger is a stalwart at work-parties and Grizzly marshalling, 
among other contributions and, unlike some of us off-comers on the 
Committee, has the distinction of being a local man who knows every 
inch of the ACVDS’s patch. But as one Roger comes onto the 
committee, another Roger wishes to leave at the forthcoming AGM, and 
we are therefore looking for a new Treasurer to replace Roger Ash. 



2 
 

There’s an advertisement later in this Newsletter, and I hope one or two 
of you will step forward. With a membership of about 850, we have 
wondered whether splitting the job into two posts might make it more 
enticing.  

Another item from the mid 1990s Newsletters was a few quiet 
comments about the proposed Local Nature Reserve at Seaton 
Marshes. Today it is such an undoubted success for both wildlife and 
visitors that one wonders why it took about seven years to materialise.  
And so, with similar murmurings, there is a proposal for a Dorset and 
East Devon National Park that will encompass the AONBs of East 
Devon and West Dorset together with a chunk of the Dorset heaths 
falling outside the AONB. In November Sandra Brown, who is leading 
the proposal, gave the AVDCS Committee a presentation explaining 
why we should support it. We invited some members of our 
neighbouring Societies in the Sid Vale and Otter Valley to hear the talk.  
Such a bold proposal was bound to split opinion, and I felt that the Sid 
Vale and Otter Valley members were more enthusiastic than your 
AVDCS Committee. We had several objections centring around cost, 
increased planning constraints, house prices, pressure on small farmers 
to accommodate more tourists, and, most relevant to our patch, further 
development pressure around Seaton and the lower Axe valley which 
fall in an uncomfortable gap between the two AONBs. But who knows, 
in 25 years we may have a new National Park, and people will wonder 
why it took so long to designate. 
 

Please note the Society’s 
website: 

 
 
 

www.axevaleconservation.org.uk 

 



3 
 

Kimmo Evans 
(AKA Captain Peanut, Goose, The Viking, Steve) 

25 February 1972 – 8 December 2014, Seaton, Devon. 
Son of Kirsti and Andrew, brother of Jake, husband to Steph and 

father of Jessica. 
 

Kimmo moved from Peterborough to Devon in 2004 following his 
appointment to the East Devon AONB team. He left English Nature, as it 
was then, where he was involved with marine policy work, to join the 
new and recently established AONB team. Prior to this, Kimmo had 
worked on the coast at Flamborough Head, and before that in a variety 
of jobs following his Marine Biology studies at Liverpool University. He 
clearly wanted a change of work and in moving to Devon, wished to be 
more involved with people rather than policy. It does not take a genius 
to work out why: height and laugh aside, he stood out from the other 
interviewees for the AONB post, and with his affable, personable and 
inquisitive nature he slipped into the team like a hand into a glove.  

Initially renting in Sidbury before buying a property in the 
Umborne valley, Kimmo, with wife Steph and young daughter Jess, 
spread their roots and immersed themselves totally in the local 
community. Kimmo used his work experience and knowledge to good 
effect to assist in the amazing and wonderful transformation of the 
Umborne Hall, making many new friends along the way. Orchards, 
sheep, chickens and dogs filled his family life in between barbecues, 
seaside breaks, cycling, walking, holidays, visiting the wider family and 
friends, and of course his annual footballing passion with old University 
buddies ‘Atletico Alumni’  

Kimmo started AONB life as a Communications Officer but his 
role quickly changed to Community Development Officer. Much of his 
time he was out and about developing links and projects, supporting 
local action and getting closer to the communities of the AONB: a duck 
to water and heavily influential in raising the AONB Partnership’s profile.  

Kimmo was also an active member of the AVDCS and very 
supportive of all it stood for. He was a committed Committee member, 
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braving the elements on tasks and assisting in marshalling the Grizzly 
on occasions. When not at work or with family, Kimmo greatly enjoyed 
the opportunity to socialise or be active. A keen member of the Axe 
Valley Pedallers, he made many new friends whilst on his bike, and 
always enjoyed the opportunity of a ‘cheeky vimto’ (sloe gin) or 
jellybeans. 

The stories recounted at Kimmo’s funeral about his college time 
and of him playing in the street with kids summed up his lust for 
enjoyment and fun in life. Never able to say no; always looking to the 
positive; Kimmo lived life to the full and was ever-active. Yet despite his 
energetic endeavours he had a calmness and personal touch that mean 
he always had time and thought for others – a giver, not a taker.  

Kimmo fought leukaemia hard following diagnosis in 2012 and we 
all believed he had succeeded, following his ‘all clear’. But a second 
strain proved too much and his final days were spent at his home in 
Seaton with his close and supportive family and health carers, where he 
had time to plan his final days with others in mind, as ever. 

For those who were able to attend Kimmo’s fineral at Whimple on 
29 December, I can think of no better way to say farewell to this kind, 
loving and wonderful man. A truly special event for a truly special man. 
Kimmo is now at peace. We sorely miss him, but his love and joy for life 
will remain strong in us all, as indeed will his infectious laugh. 

Our love and thoughts to out to Steph, Jess and family and close 
friends. His ashes will be spread on the beach, making the coast a 
special place for us all to remember this special man.  
 
Chris Woodruff 
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WANTED 
 

Treasurer/Membership Secretary/Website Manager 
 

Our Treasurer (Roger Ash) is standing down at the end of this financial 
year (30 September) and we need to replace him.  
Roger currently combines the role of Treasurer and Membership 
Secretary, but these roles could be split. 
 
Our records are all computerised so a knowledge of Word and Excel (or 
their equivalents) would help, also an ability to record information 
accurately. 
 
In summary, you would: 
Record all membership Subscriptions  
Create lists for the distribution of newsletters (twice a year)  
Process all income (cash, cheques and standing orders)  
Pay all bills  
Prepare final accounts for audit  
Liaise with our Auditor  
Claim Gift Aid from HMRC  
Organise our insurance  
Advise the Committee on any financial matters. 
 
Your reward is the satisfaction of keeping the Society financially sound. 
This may not sound very exciting but without you the Society could 
cease to exist. 
 
We also need someone to manage and update our Website. 
 
If you can help with any of the above please contact Martin Drake, 
Roger Ash or other Committee Member. 
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The home patch of the AV&DCS 
 

Martin Drake 
 
We sometimes get asked what our home patch is.  The “and District” 
part of our title is a bit nebulous. Here’s a map to show just how woolly 
our patch is. These dots are for nearly 590 households of members in 
late summer 2014, excluding 25 far-flung members scattered from 
Cornwall to Norfolk. But our core membership is, as expected, in the 
Seaton – Colyton – Axminster area, as the ranking of households in 
these postcode areas show. These households represent three quarters 
of our membership, so we can safely say that our patch is the Axe valley 
to a few miles north of Axminster – what, in fact, we’ve been telling 
people. Membership falls away quite quickly once we move into other 
catchments. Lyme Regis, Sidmouth and Ottery, for instance, all have 
their own near-equivalent of the AV&DCS, a society interested in the 
history, natural history and conservation, in the wide sense, of their 
patch, so there’s less incentive for people here to join a relatively distant 
society (but we are pleased that they have done so!).  I’m not sure that 
this is much of a revelation or that it will alter our focus in this evident 
core area - it’s just an example of proving the obvious. 
 

Area Postcode Households 
Seaton EX12 201 
Axminster EX13 181 
Colyton EX24 77 
Lyme Regis DT7  34 
Honiton EX14 26 
Sidmouth EX10 23 
Chard TA20 9 
Charmouth DT6  7 
Ottery EX11 6 
   and so on ....   
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Beachwatch 2014 
Ian Waite 

 
Our annual Beach Clean on behalf of the Marine Conservation Society 
took place on September 21st with a record number of 50 volunteers. 
This included members of the AV & DCS, other local people and some 
from further afield, having obtained information from the MCS website. 
With this number we were able to clean the whole length of the beach. 
Due to recent calm seas there wasn’t an obvious amount of litter, but 
even so, over 3000 items were picked up, mainly plastic. Details have 
been collated and forwarded to MCS for their annual report on UK 
beaches. 
 
 

The Clean-up this year is on Sunday 20th September and I 
am hoping for another good turnout! 
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It’s an immature Heron? Somerset Levels 10 
December 2014 

Ruth and Simon Gray 
After the disappointment of two previous year’s cancellations, was the 
weather again going to conspire and ruin a day on the Somerset 
Levels? Tuesday night’s forecast had not been promising, with the talk 
about an explosive cyclogenesis, (a weather bomb to you and I) 
affecting the British Isles; severe gales were about to hit the North West, 
the results of which would lead the strong westerly winds, with blustery 
showers and feeling cold down here in the West Country. 

We had all met around 10am at Dewlands Farm on the Somerset 
Levels, this 1700 acre farm owned by the RSPB and managed 
specifically for the wintering wildfowl. Our guide Nigel had explained that 
prior to the RSPB’s ownership, the farm had been heavily shot over, and 
numerous pumping stations constructed, the sole aim of which was to 
lower the water table to enable root crops to be grown. It had not been 
an economic success. For those of you that have not visited the farm, 
one of the modern hay barns has been partially converted into a bird 
hide with the addition of a mezzanine floor. The raised platform gives 
stunning views over this part of the levels. 

Nigel gave us a brief chat explaining the layout of the area, and 
we then all wandered down to the hide. Other than the strong wind and 
overcast sky, the weather wasn’t too bad. At least the rain was holding 
off! Things then changed: the clouds started to break up, the light 
improved, and the view before us was unforgettable. The flooded pools 
were filled with thousands of ducks: Wigeon, Mallard, Shoveler, Teal, 
Gadwall and Pintail, all in fabulous plumage, and the fields beyond had 
impressive numbers of Lapwing & Golden Plover. Views of hunting 
Marsh Harriers quartering the pools made for nervous ducks and 
plovers, and the occasional small lift gave an idea of just how many 
birds were about. A Kingfisher flashed past, a pair of Stonechats were 
spotted on the reeds by the adjacent ditch, and a very distant view of a 
Peregrine, added to the bird list. But the real spectacle appeared as we  
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were all packing up; every thing was spooked, swirling flocks of Golden 
Plover, filled the sky. The natural world never ceases to amaze. 

We left at lunch time, making our way to Aller Common where it 
was rumoured we would find the Cranes!! Our first attempt only 
achieved views of the decoys, but around the corner, (apart from an 
incident with a pair of Ugg Boots, but that’s for another time), we were in 
luck. Eight magnificent Cranes in a small group, living wild in their 
natural environment. A real success story for the combined efforts of the 
WWT & RSPB. My first Fieldfare of the winter was sitting on the top of a 
nearby hedge. 

Ashcott Corner beckoned; the idea was to arrive early, make sure 
we could all park, have a wander around and then hopefully experience 
the Starling spectacular. We had lunch sitting on a park bench, wrapped 

up against the cold, 
with views of Tufted 
Duck, Gadwall, and 
Coots. Walking back 
we heard, but failed to 
find, a Goldcrest. An 
‘immature Heron’ 
subsequently proved 

to be a Purple Heron, of which we all had fabulous views, apart from 
one of our group, who had decided to venture in the other direction to 
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visit a hide, where he was surprised to find a birdwatcher writing his 
Christmas cards. A pair of Barn Owls, a flypast by a Great White Egret, 
a small flock of Redwings and 
a tree full of Long- tailed Tits, 
kept us all amused until the 
light started to fail, and 
expectations arose. Were we 
in the right place? The 
Birdline said so, but you 
never know! Ian picked out 
the call of a Water Rail. 

As the sun started to 
set, the sky formed a magical 
backdrop to a spectacular 
display. Small flocks of 
Starlings started to appear, but eventually we were treated to wall to 
wall starlings, not huge murmurations but staggering numbers. They 
took ages to settle and even as we left the noise from the reed beds 
continued. We all got back to the car park after dark. The temperature 
had fallen and we said our fond farewells and made the journey home. 

On behalf of all of us, I would like to express our  thanks to  Ian 
for organising a great day, how lovely it is to share time  with like 
minded friends, in the fresh air,  with a common interest.   

 
P.S. (From Ian Waite). The Purple Heron was a real find. Very 

few are seen in this country although in the last couple of years the 
species has bred in Kent. A few days before our trip a similar bird was 
seen in Wales, possibly the same one moving south to its African winter 
quarters. 
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King John’s Oak and friends 
Donald Campbell 

Oaks were among the trees featured in the ‘Great Trees of East Devon’, 
a project which, under the guidance of Kate Tobin, ran from 2005 to 
2008. In the final little publication, Jill Butler of the Woodland Trust and 
Ancient Tree Forum, described how: 
 ……over time the live trunk (of an ancient oak) will be hollowed out by 
fungi and the tree will grow downwards, becoming shorter and fatter as 
the topmost branchs die and fall. It can stay like that for centuries. 

The same publication showed a photograph by Kate of King 
John’s Oak at Shute, commenting that with a girth of over 10 m it is the 
largest oak in Devon and could well date back to the 12th century 
monarch. On 22 November 2014, Christina Bows, leader of the local 
branch of the Devon Wildlife Trust, gathered 40 enthusiasts, led by Jill, 
for a morning in Shute’s Woodend Park. 

This, which had been the last deer park in Devon, was fenced all 
round by a large earthern bank and we entered through gates which, 
although they had seen better days, received listed building protection. 
Not being mad-made, the great oaks which are such a feature of the 
park have no statutory protection. Among the visitors were some who 
worked with the landowner to protect the trees from grazing and from 
soil compaction around the roots by fencing and by allowing bramble 
growth around the gnarled trunks. Our first stop was by a ‘phoenix’ – an 
oak that had fallen but re-rooted. At the next stop, beside the Duke of 
Arundel’s Oak, one of three named trees shown on early Ordnance 
Survey maps, Jill told of the extraordinary value of ancient trees, in the 
case of oaks defined as those with a girth greater than 8 m, for fungi, 
bats, and highly specialised and rare invertebrates. There are some 105 
ancient oaks in England in such places as Windsor Great Park, the New 
Foresty, Sherwood Forest and Moccas Park in Herefordshire, but fewer 
than 80 in all the rest of Europe.  
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The diarist Francis Kilvert described the ‘grey old men of Moccas’ 
as ‘ …low browed, knock-kneed, bowed bent, huge, strange, long-
armed, deformed hunchbacked misshapen oak men’. 

These oakmen could not survive in woodland as they would be 
shaded out as they died back but in hunting forests and deer parks they 
could spread with limbs supported by the ever-changing distribution of 
the tree’s wood. Although showing much dead wood, the King John’s 
Oak has enough active growth for there to be an opportunity to collect 
grafts to be grown on to perpetuate the genes of a tree that might well 
predate Magna Carta, and even the arrival of William the Conqueror.  

Veteran Trees are not usually as old as ancient ones, and nor do 
they have the girth, but they are old enough to have gone through 
cycles of die-back and regrowth. Near to the ancient King John’s Oak, 
now well protected by bramble, is a change of land ownership. The 
veteran trees of Pennyhayes Farm are looked after by ecologist farmers 
Phil and Marion. They, together with Christine and Jill were among 
those who met in Umborne Village Hall two days later to discuss plans 
for a Heritage Lottery Fund application, led by Pete Youngman of the 
East Devon AONB Team. Recent survey work, mainly by Phil and 
Marion, has shown that the Umborne valley still has significant rich 
unimproved grassland as well as the fine mediaeval landscape of 
Woodend Park which had been part of the much larger Shute Estate. 
This had been gifted to William Petre in 1556 after it had been 
confiscated from the family of the recently beheaded Lady Jane Grey. 
The Estate, which had run from Colyton and Holyford Woods in the 
south to the headwaters of the Umborne Brook north of Wilmington, was 
the proposed HLF project area, nearly all within the East Devon AONB. 
Most individual farms in the area are small and only some of their fields 
have botanical interest, so the group thought that a combined 
application from landowners within the old estate boundary would have 
the best chance of lottery success.  

Local DWT Group: Christina Bows; 01297 23822 
The Woodland Trust, Kempton Way, Grantham, Lincs NG31 6LL 

Ancient Tree Forum, Grange West, Thornford, Sherborne, DT9 6QG. 
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Programme of Activities 
Spring and Summer 2015 

 
Please wear appropriate clothing and footwear; bring a picnic to events 

marked with an asterisk (☼). Car share where possible, contacting 
leader if need be. Contact numbers: Work Party details: Donald 

Campbell 01297 552945; for Bird Watch details: Ian Waite 01297 
20326; walks: Mike Lock 01297 551556; EDDC Countryside Service 
01395 517557; other queries, including problems with grid references 

and meeting points: Martin Drake 01460 220650.  
At the end of a walk or birdwatch the leader will ask for a donation to 

Society funds.  
 

 
MAY 2015 

Sun 
3rd. 

11.00 
- 

16.00 

Holyford Woods 
Bluebell Day 

Walks, 
displays,etc. 

Free Shuttle bus from 
Colyford Memorial Hall 1030 

onwards. NO PARKING at 
Holyford Farm 

Details from EDDC 
Countryside Service. 

Wed. 
6th. 

08.00 
- 

all day 

Bird Watch, 
Somerset 

Levels. 

With Ian Waite. Meet Ashcott 
Corner (ST449397). Inform IW 

if attending. ☼ 
Fri. 
8th. 

10.00 
- 

12.30 

Walk, Musbury 
Castle  

For orchids and other spring 
flowers. With Mike Lock. Meet 
at Musbury Village Hall C.P. 

 

APRIL 2015 

Wed.
1st. 

10.00 
- 

12.30 

Walk, Aylesbeare 
Common, 5 
miles 

With Lesley & Pete Clarke. 
Meet Joney’s Cross C.P. 

(SY057897) 
 

Mon. 
20th. 

08.00 
- 

12.00 

Birdwatch: Beer 
Head for 
migrants 

With Ian Waite. Meet Beer  
Head C.P. (SY227888). 
Optional p.m. on Axe  
Wetlands.  

Mon. 
27th. 

08.00 
- 

all day 

Birdwatch: 
Portland for 

migrants 

With Ian Waite. Portland Bill 
and Observatory visit. Inform 

IW if attending. ☼ 
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MAY ctd 
Mon 
11th. 

10.00 
- 

all day 

Dartmoor stroll 
for moorland 

birds 

With Ian Waite. Meet King’s 
Oven C.P. (SX676811). Inform 

IW if attending. ☼ 
Sat  
23rd. 

11.00 
- 

15.00 

Walk & picnic at 
Humble Glades, 

Undercliffs 

With Donald Campbell. Park at 
Whitlands (SY306911) ☼ 

Sun 
31st. 

10.00 
- 

15.00 

Walk at the 
Plateau, 5 miles. 
Undercliffs NNR 
60th Anniversary 

Event 

With Natural England. Meet at 
Stepps Lane (SY266903). 
Booking essential: EDDC 

Countryside Service (01395 
517557) ☼ 

 
JUNE 2015. 

Sat. 
6th. 

10.30 
- 

12.30 

Wetland insects 
in the ditches 

and stream 

With Martin Drake. Seaton 
Marshes, meet at the 

classroom (SY251918) 
Mon. 
15th. 

 

10.00 
- 

15.00 

Bird Watch, 
stroll around 
Fernworthy 
Reservoir, 
Dartmoor 

With Ian Waite. Inform IW if 
attending. ☼ 

Thu. 
18th. 

10.00 
- 

12.30 

Coast & 
woodland walk, 

Branscombe 

With Donald Campbell, and 
perhaps lunch at NT’s Old 

Bakery. Park at Branscombe 
village hall (SY197887) 

Sat. 
20th. 

10.00 
- 

14.00 

Walk at Goat 
Island, 3 miles. 

Undercliffs NNR 
60th Anniversary 

Event 

With Natural England. Meet at 
Stepps Lane (GR SY266903). 

Booking essential: EDDC 
Countryside Service (01395 

517557) ☼ 
Sat 
20th/ 
Sun 
21st 

10.00-
18.00; 
09.30-
17.30 

AXE VALE 
FESTIVAL 

Come and visit our stand! 

Thu 
25th. 

10.00 
- 

12.30 

Morning stroll in 
meadows etc of 

Blackbury Honey 
Farm 

With Ian Waite. Meet at farm 
(SY175928). Refreshments 

available. Inform IW if 
attending 

Tue 
30th. 

21.00 
- 

22.30 

Glow-worm hunt. AVDCS members only.Phone 
Mike Lock (01297 551556)a 

day or two before. 
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JULY  2015  

Wed. 
1st. 

10.30 
- 

12.30 

Insect Stroll: 
Holyford Woods 

With Martin Drake. Meet at 
Seaton Tower layby 

(SY232194) 
Thu. 
9th. 

14.00 
- 

16.30 

Botanical Stroll 
at Great Trill 

With Mike Lock. Meet at Great 
Trill Farm (SY291957). 

Donations to Trill Trust. 
Wed. 
15th. 

10.30 
- 

16.00 

Dartmoor walk: 8 
miles. 

With Ian Waite. Meet Lower 
C.P., Hay Tor (SX764773). 
Inform IW if attending. ☼ 

Sat.  
18th. 

10.00 
- 

16.00 

Natural Seaton 
Festival, Thury 
Harcourt Place, 

Seaton 

Visit our stand! 

Fri 
24th. 

10.00 
- 

12.30 

Insect Stroll in 
Chardstock 

parish 

With Martin Drake. Meet at 
Chardstock Community Hall 

(ST312041) 
Wed. 
29th. 

10.00 
- 

12.30 

Musbury Castle 
– walk for plants 
and butterflies 

With Mike Lock. Meet Musbury 
Village Hall. 

 
AUGUST  2015  

Wed. 
5th. 

10.00 
- 

12.30 

Walk, 
Aylesbeare 

Common, for 
plants etc. 

With Mike Lock. Meet Joney’s 
Cross C.P. 
(SY057897) 

Sun. 
9th.  

10.30 
- 

13.00 

Butterfly walk, 
Humble Glades 

With Phil Butter of Butterfly 
Conservation. Meet Whitlands 

(SY306911) 
Sun. 
16th. 

10.00 
- 

15.00 

Walk at Humble 
Glades, 4 miles. 
Undercliffs NNR 
60th Anniversary 

Event 

With Natural England. Meet at 
Whitlands (SY306911). 

Booking essential: EDDC 
Countryside Service (01395 

517557) ☼ 
Tue 
18th 

09.00 
-15.00 

AVDCS Open 
Day;  

Seaton Wetlands – see p.28 
for details 

Fri. 
28th 

10.30 
- 

13.00 

Butterfly hunt, 
Bruckland Lakes 

(SY273930) 

With David Cox. Hunt for 
Brown Hairstreak and other 

butterflies. 
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SEPTEMBER 2015 

Tue. 
1st..  

 

11.30 
- 

14.30 

Sea shore stroll, 
mainly over 

shingle; rock 
pools ☼ 

With Mike Lock. Mainly for 
seaweeds. Meet Axmouth 

Bridge. Bring packed lunch 
and be prepared to paddle! 

Tue.  
8th. 
to 

Thu 
10th. 

10.00 
- 

16.00 

Work Party, 
Undercliffs: Goat 

Island 

Grass cutting and raking. 
Meet at Stepps Lane 

(SY266903) ☼  
Contact: Tim Sunderland 

(07899731404) 
Mon. 
14th. 

10.00 
onwards 

Bird Watch. Axe 
Estuary and 
surrounds 

With Ian Waite. Meet Axmouth 
Bridge lay-by. 
☼ if staying 

Sun. 
20th 

10.00 
- 

12.00 

Seaton Beach 
Clean-up 

(Beachwatch Big 
Weekend) 

Meet Fisherman’s Gap, Seaton 
sea front. Wear gloves; bring 

a pencil. 

 
Other walks and events in the area are arranged by the 

following organisations (among others): 
 

EDDC Countryside Service (01395 517557); 
www.eastdevon.gov.uk/countryside_index) 

[They will be publishing a booklet with details of events 
organised by a wide range of organisations in this area] 

 
Seaton Visitor Centre Trust 

(www.seatonvisitorcentretrust.com) 
 

Jurassic Coast Trust 
(01305 224132; www.jurassiccoast.com) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

AV&DCS maroon short-sleeved poly/cotton polo 
shirts and long-sleeved sweatshirts are available in 
Small, Medium, Large and Extra Large at £14 each 

for sweatshirts and at £12.50 for polo shirts. 
All profits go into Society funds. 

Please contact Ian/Yvonne Waite on 01297 20326  
or email waite@relaxatseaton.co.uk for further 

details. 
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Status and Conservation of Early Marsh Orchid 
 

David J. Allen 
The Early Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza incarnata ssp.pulchella survives at 
at least nine sites in East Devon and the Blackdown Hills, seven of 
which are SSSIs. Much the strongest population is on Blackdown and 
Sampford Commons. The species appears to have declined nationally 
but this may reflect under-recording and confusion with the more 
common Southern Marsh Orchid. 

I have monitored a population of Early Marsh Orchid for more 
than 40 years on a privately owned County Wildlife Site in Stockland. 
The number of flowering plants has fluctuated considerably, with peaks 
of 32 in 1975 and 21 in 1996, and just a single plant in 2011. None have 
been seen since. The species richness of the site, that once also 
supported Lesser Butterfly Orchid, Marsh Lousewort and White Beak-
sedge among other typical mire species, has declined markedly. The 
local extinction of Early Marsh Orchid is attributed to competition from 
tussocks of Purple Moor-grass in the absence of grazing. 

In 1998, conservation work began on Quantock Common, one of 
the Stockland Turbaries that are owned by the parish council, with 
support from, among others, the RSPB through Tomorrow’s Heathland 
Heritage Programme and Natural England under a Higher Level 
Stewardship agreement. Management has focussed on scrub control 
and the light summer grazing with occasional winter burning, or 
“swaling”. As a result, a mosaic of wet heath and rushy grassland has 
developed in open areas of Quantock Common that lies at the spring-
line. In 2008, a few plants of Early Marsh Orchid appeared here for the 
first time, and in 2014 I counted 109 flowering plants, the second largest 
population in the area! This emphasises the value of creating suitable 
habitat through management of spring-line mire sites in the conservation 
of uncommon plants.  
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Seaton Jurassic – update 
Bernard Dunford 

As many of you will have seen, construction of Seaton Jurassic 
(Seaton’s new visitor centre) is progressing well. At the middle of 
January the piles have all been driven, the footings are in and 
construction of the steel frame is well advanced. As I write, the final set 
of roofing struts is being installed. At present the main contractors, Kier, 
are about half a week ahead of schedule (although very severe weather 
could alter that!). 

The main building is scheduled to be completed in June with the 
first phase of opening due in July. The opening is intentionally planned 
to be a “soft” one, with just the shop and café. Over the next few months 
the various exhibition halls will be fitted out. This is intended to give the 
staff the opportunity to settle in gradually, to train and to iron out any 
initial snags before the full opening in Spring 2016. 

The Seaton Visitor Centre Trust has now launched a new 
initiative which is to create a wildlife garden to run the whole length of 
the building to fill the land between it and Tesco. This is designed to be 
a place of tranquillity, a haven for wildlife and a source of ideas for those 
wishing to create a wildlife friendly area of their own.  The garden will 
also be a place where volunteers can become involved, can contribute 
their skills and broaden their experiences of gardening and biodiversity. 
The garden will contain diverse areas ranging from a bog garden to a 
waterless one and will have areas of interest through every season of 
the year. 

The detailed plans for the garden, including landscaping, have 
now been finalised and a planting plan drawn up together with RHS data 
sheets for all the individual plants shrubs and trees. The total cost is 
going to be in the region of £50,000 which our Trust has committed to 
raise before September when planting needs to be started. The 
fundraising was given a really good boost by your Society which 
donated £2000 late in 2014 and which was greatly appreciated. We 
have also received generous contributions from Seaton Town Council, 
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the East Devon Branch of Devon Wildlife Trust and Bovis Homes, as 
well as from several individuals. To date we have raised just over 
£10,000. 

We are now seeking corporate sponsorship and individual 
donations and intend to run a series of events over the next several 
months to reach our final figure. The first event is to be a book and table 
top sale in the Town Hall on 18th April. Would anyone who has good 
condition/quality books they would like to donate please contact me on 
01297 22198 or bdunford@btopenworld.com. 

 
 

Bird Watching at Dawlish Warren: 1 December 2014 
Doug Rudge 

Whether you are visiting somewhere for the first time or you have been 
many times before, going on an organised day out with a group of like-
minded individuals can be really worthwhile. 

The Exe Estuary is vast, so going at low tide can mean that you 
need a very expensive telescope to get even reasonable views of the 
birds, which mostly congregate at the water’s edge. Even visiting at high 
tide is no guarantee that you have good close-up views of birds, 
because the height of the tide will have an effect on their location; in 
particular, if the tide is too high there will be very little exposed mud for 
the birds to roost on, so they may not stay in front of the hide for any 
length of time. If you combine this with the seasonal effect of migration 
and awareness of local rarities, then local knowledge can be very 
valuable and can have a significantly beneficial effect on the overall 
experience. 

Not surprisingly, the date and time of this visit were carefully 
planned so that we would get the best out of the day, with the rising tide 
pushing birds towards us we made our way to the hide and a relatively 
small high tide which meant there were plenty of birds on the exposed 
mud in front of the hide to amuse us as we ate our lunch. Obviously, at 
this time of year we were expecting to see large numbers of over-
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wintering ducks, geese and waders alongside the resident birds.  We 
were also on the lookout for the resident Slavonian Grebe plus a Water 
Pipit and a Long-tailed Duck that had been seen recently. We were not 
disappointed! 

The path to and from the hide passes 
through lightly scrubbed grassland to the sea 
shore then on through sand dunes and more 
sandy grassland, passing the golf course on 
the way. A pair of Stonechats held our interest 
for a while, flitting to and fro atop the bramble 
fringes; there were also good numbers of 
Brent Geese on the golf course, with several 
family groups gently competing for the best 
grazing. 

Looking out over the sea we found a Red- throated Diver, lots of 
Cormorants, a Shag, and a number of Great crested Grebes. There 
were also Turnstones on several of the groynes, but no sign of the 
Long-tailed Duck. Rather reluctantly we left the sea behind us and 
crossed the dunes to the mudflats. Almost as soon as we had arrived 
there we received a message from the seaward side that the elusive 
bird had been found. One member of our party had persisted with the 
sea watch and had spotted the Long-tailed Duck towards the mouth of 
the estuary. We re-traced our steps and were treated to some excellent 
views of the smart drake as he dived repeatedly in his quest for food. 

A little while later we were back at 
the mudflats in time to see hundreds of 
birds at close quarters as the rising tide 
pushed them in towards us. Among the 
waders were good numbers of Ringed 
Plover and Black- tailed Godwits, with 
lots of Dunlin scurrying around like wind-
up toys at the water’s edge. On the 
water there were more Brent Geese with 
twenty or so Shelduck and several pairs of Red-breasted Mergansers. 
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In and around the exposed seaweed on the mudflats were scores of 
feeding Skylarks and Meadow Pipits. 

Ian led us into the hide to eat our lunch. The hide looks out over 
the highest parts of the mudflats. These are some of the last areas to be 
engulfed by the rising tide so large flocks of waders are forced to roost 
here until the water recedes. Lots of Oystercatchers were flying in to join 
the ever increasing throng of Black-tailed Godwits and Dunlin. The 
challenge now was to spot some of the rarer species among them. 
Between us we identified small numbers of Sanderling, Grey Plover, 
Bar-tailed Godwit and Knot. Good views were also to be had of the 
Water Pipit as it ran around in the short vegetation in front of the hide. 
As the tide reached its peak several large flocks of waders took to the 
air, resulting in some stunning aerobatic displays that could rival many a 
Starling murmuration. 

After lunch we left 
the hide and headed back 
towards the car park. The 
sea looked much the same, 
but we managed to find the 
resident Slavonian Grebe 
and a handful of Common 

Scoter. Unusually, there were also quite a lot of 
Gannets flying around and diving for food just 
offshore, something that they normally only do 
further out to sea. 

All in all we had a very enjoyable and 
rewarding day.  It is clear that one of the main 
advantages of birdwatching with a group is that 
you get lots of pairs of eyes, so you don’t miss 
much. Having said that, while in the hide we 
were told there had been two Great Northern 
Divers on the sea while we were watching the Long-tailed Duck, but 
didn’t see them. C’est la vie!  

 



22 
 

New Plans for the Future of Holyford Woods 
Jean Kreiseler (Chair, Holyford Woodland Trust.) 

Holyford Woodland Trust and East Devon Countryside Team have 
recently been working on future plans for the Woods. The major work, 
still in the planning stage, will be around the redundant reservoir/Top 
Pool, now named Lamb’s Pool, as a way of thanking Andrew and 
Marion Lamb, the new owners of The Old Pump House, for donating it 
to Holyford Woodland Trust and eventually into the care of EDDC. They 
have given permission for work to commence when appropriate to 
remove an area of parrot feather, and clear the trees and scrub around 
the Western perimeter. It is important to avoid disturbing, as much as 
possible, the existing habitat with sensitive timing. Some dredging and 
repositioning of the enormous amount of gravel and stone washed down 
in recent years will help to guide the flow of the stream into the Pool. 
This material will also be used to create a vehicular track alongside the 
foot bridge, linking up the two sides of the valley, and also to fill some of 
the muddy areas nearby. Four of the Trust members, Colin Pady, Chris 
Hammett, Jan Spencer and Bernard Vanier have offered to assist in the 
work. 

Steve Edmonds and Nathan Robinson have already started to 
remove conifers from the Old Orchard area, which is to the South side 
and Western end of the Hangings. The AVDCS work party and the 
Countryside volunteers have done sterling work there.  Against this part 
of the hillside was a small farm, on the 1840 Tithe Map known as 
Bagwells Gatcombe but later as Higher Gatcombe. It is presumed the 
orchard was part of that property. The ruined buildings were removed 
not long ago, but I have fond memories of cycling up from Seaton of an 
evening, to visit the old barn and enjoy watching the Barn Owls hunting 
over the fields and wait for the young ones to emerge and carry out their 
‘test flights’. Absolutely magical. 

At the Eastern end of the Hangings the clearing of the conifers to 
create a glade overlooking Lamb’s Pool has left a slightly unstable 
wedge of conifers, with a good under-growth and several saplings of 
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beech. It is envisioned this will give those trees a chance to flourish, as 
well as adding to the surrounding habitats. 

There will be seats, made from the timber from the large ancient 
oak that fell at the Holyford entrance in February 2014, positioned at 
strategic spots throughout the Woods. Those already sited are being 
enjoyed by walkers and bird watchers. The one to be placed on the 
North  side of the Hangings track is the best spot from which to watch 
the seasonal cycle of the trees over on the wooded side  of the valley. 
Year round I have spent much time there, perched on a tree stump 
which has been getting smaller and smaller, so I for one will be very 
appreciative of a more comfortable seat. 

There is plenty to do in the coming months and indeed years.  I 
am sure AVDCS work parties will find themselves participating in what is 
an exciting time in the care and sensitive development of our wonderful 
Woods. A big thank you is due from the Trust to both AVDCS and 
Nathan’s Work Parties for so much time and effort given.  
 

Ferrybridge, Portland Harbour & Radipole:  
26 January 2015 

Jean Millen 
 
After a wet journey to Ferry Bridge Audrey & I met up with Ian Waite and 
15 other members  of  AV&DCS just as the weather cleared and it 
became sunny with some cloud and wind..It remained like this for the 
rest of the day. Many scopes were set up at the back of the information 
centre in Ferry Bridge which gave us some shelter from the cool wind, 
and we were immediately able to scan through the many gulls which 
were gathering fairly close on a rising tide, these included 
Mediterranean, Common, Black-headed and Herring Gulls plus good 
numbers of Red-breasted Mergansers. Skylarks could be heard on the 
shingle near to us and we did get a superb view of one with its crest 
showing well. 

After about an hour we crossed the road to look over part of 
Portland Harbour where we spotted one or two Great Northern Divers, 
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Velvet and Common Scoters and many more Red-breasted Mergansers 
plus a solitary Turnstone. From here we went to Osprey Quay seeing 
roosting Oystercatchers, Great Cormorants, one with breeding patches, 
Shags and again, lots of R-b Mergansers in the water. We then drove to 
Portland Castle in the hopes of seeing one of our target birds, Black 
Guillemot. This species is usually found in the north west of our country 
and in Ireland but this singleton has been here for two or three weeks. 
As it is in winter plumage it is mainly white with black barring and not 
black as the name suggests. With many eyes scanning this part of the 
harbour we hoped we would be lucky, and sure enough Doug spotted it 
in the far distance and as he called out it immediately flew bringing it 
slightly nearer to us but still a long way off. The water was very choppy, 
and it was continually diving for food, so was not easy to see.  
Eventually we were all able to view it. 

We then proceeded into Weymouth and Sandsfoot Castle parking 
firstly near the sailing club. We ate our lunch here whilst looking into a 
sheltered sunny bay, still part of Portland Harbour. We must have seen 
at least 20 Black-necked Grebe plus one or two Great Northern Divers 
and Great Crested Grebe. Once we were all fed and watered (with hot 
drinks) we went to Sandsfoot Park which houses the remains of 
Sandsfoot Castle and were able to scan another area of the harbour 
which gave us at least 16 Great Crested Grebe, three Slavonian Grebe 
and more Mergansers. Personally, I have never seen so many Grebes 
in such a small area. 

Onto our final destination, the Radipole RSPB Reserve (an SSSI 
site) situated right in the middle of 
Weymouth. This is an area of reed swamp 
with open water, lagoons and rough 
pasture, home to many species of 
breeding birds both resident and 
migratory and often rarities. There is a 
hide and information centre plus large car 
park around which there were large 
numbers of Tufted Duck with Mallard 
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waiting to be fed by visitors. We made our way to the North Hide from 
where we saw a lovely pair of Marsh Harriers quartering the area. There 
was an attempt at talon touching which is always a joy to see. A lone 
Common Buzzard  was perched in a small bush and on the lagoon a 
few Teal, Shoveler, Grey Heron and Little Egret were observed.  It was 
unfortunate that a lot of clearance of habitat had recently taken place, 
limiting the number of species usually found here. 

One or two of us left the hide early and on the way back saw 
more duck plus a long staying visitor from North America, a Hooded 
Merganser, looking very handsome. When we arrived back at the 
information centre we were delighted to see another of our target birds, 
Bearded Tits. There were 
three feeding on the seeds 
of reed heads.  These birds 
are small, beautifully 
coloured, and I always feel 
that they have been 
painted. Quite a small 
colony now exists here, 
having first appeared in 
1964 and bred in small 
numbers. On texting Ian, 
our leader, who we had left 
in the hide to alert him of 
this sighting, the reply came 
back that they had seen six. 

This was the end of a very productive day during which we saw 
44 species of birds altogether. We were so lucky with the weather in the 
middle of winter. Thank you, Ian, for leading us and identifying some of 
the birds. 

P.S. Whilst at Ferry Bridge a few of us were looking at what was 
believed to be a Water Pipit. After studying photographs and consulting 
others it was identified as a Scandinavian Rock Pipit.   Ian 
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Too small to be a nuisance 
Martin Drake 

We’re very familiar with cudgels being raised against plants that 
shouldn’t be here, notably Japanese knotweed, Himalayan balsam and 
Rhododendron.These are among the most successful of the thousands 
of plants introduced by gardeners over a few centuries – and don’t we 
know it! Great swathes of fantastic colour, blotting out much of what was 
there before. But what about small-fry that nearly everyone ignores – 
out of sight, out of mind? Do we have any in our area, and are they a 
problem? 

It was our last work-party at Colyford Community Woodland that 
prompted this note. We were piling grass cut from the meadow onto an 
old heap, and, when the rotting vegetation was disturbed, it erupted into 
a fizz of jumping thingies. You expect to see our native hoppers doing 
this under rotting seaweed on the sea shore but not way inland on a dry 
hillside. These were land-hoppers, Arcitalitrus dorrieni, a terrestrial 
version of the common freshwater shrimp found in every stream. They 
can jump several centimetres but not half-way round the world from 
Australia where they originate. Our south-western climate suits them so 
well that they are becoming common down our way, and sometimes 
very abundant – as at the Community Woodland where I found them not 
just under the grass piles but under fallen leaves throughout the 
woodland. 

What else has made it round the world? The 
species name of the small Jenkins’s spire snail is a 
give-away: Potamopyrgus antipodarum – from the 
antipodes (New Zealand this time). It was first found in 
Britain about 150 years ago and is now one of the 
commonest snails in small streams, ponds and ditches 
from the Scillies to the Orkneys. I’ve found it in ditches 
on Seaton Marshes, in the headwater stream in my 
garden and all down the Kit so presumably in the Axe 
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too. I don’t think any native water-snail has such a wide tolerance of 
habitats from fast streams to brackish ditches. 

Another freshwater beast, related to the land-hoppers but this 
time from North America, is also spreading very quickly. We expect to 
find the freshwater shrimp Gammarus in every clean stream and 
river, but there’s a still-water look-alike 
Crangonyx pseudogracilis (no common name) 
which is now widespread in ponds and ditches 
all over England and Wales. In my first 
survey of ditches on the Somerset Moors in 
1983, it was scarce but in a big repeat 
survey a few years ago it was just about 
everywhere. So no surprise that I’ve seen 
it in the ditches on Seaton Marshes and 
Colyford Common. 

If any of these were as big as Himalayan balsam, there’d be an 
outcry. Naturalists don’t like balsam because it shades out smaller 
plants which struggle but probably aren’t completely eradicated, and 
there’s no financial imperative to do much about it, unlike pesky 
Japanese knotweed. The three immigrant invertebrates are probably the 
diminutive functional equivalents of the balsam, very likely ousting 
native species but not obviously causing their local extinction, and I 
don’t know of any work showing that, say, woodlice are faring worse for 
having to share their leaf-cuttings with land-hoppers, or our tiny 
freshwater river limpets sharing their algae with Jenkin’s Spire Snail. But 
you can’t help feeling that any animal reaching the high abundances 
found in these non-natives must have some impact on their fellow 
invertebrates. 

But the cat’s out of the bag, and if the cat doesn’t block water 
pipes (like several immigrant bivalve molluscs do), bore into foresters’ 
trees (as several immigrant beetles do) or eat farmers’ crops, then no-
one is bothered and we just have to accept these beasts as part of our 
fauna. 
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Axe Vale and District Conservation Society Open 
Day. 

(with EDDC, Countryside Services) 
18 August 2015, 09.00 – 15.00 

Last summer we had an Open Morning at the Axe Estuary Wetlands to 
showcase some of the things that we, your local Conservation Society 
do. The idea was to encourage new members and to provide 
information for existing members. This year we thought we would do it 
again but for a full day and when Martin Drake spoke to the Countryside 
Services Team they suggested a joint venture.  

We will be starting with a Moth Identification session at 9 a.m.; 
this was popular last year. It does not matter if you are already quite 
knowledgeable, or a complete beginner who would like to find out more. 
Getting up close with these beautiful insects is a special experience and 
we will have help from some of our resident moth specialists. The 
Wetlands has a large moth population so it should be a good event.  

We will also have a bird expert in one of the Hides all day. Ian 
Waite will lead a Wader identification session in the morning and either 
he or another birder will be around for the rest of the day. This is a good 
chance to brush up on your birds or come along and learn from scratch. 

Mike Lock will be leading a plant walk during the day. Mike has an 
extremely thorough knowledge of the Wetland plants. His walks and 
talks are always fascinating and he will be delighted to share his 
knowledge with you. 

We also hope that London Camera Exchange will be there with 
Optics for sale. Their expert will be happy to advise you and it will be an 
opportunity to just try out some binoculars or a telescope.  

We are holding this day together with EDDC and they will have 
events going on during the day to show the many types of volunteering 
opportunities available either on the Wetlands or in the Axe Valley area.  

Members of the committee will be on hand during the day to help 
and advise on any aspects of the Conservation Society, and we look 
forward to seeing you there. 
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AXE VALE & DISTRICT CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
Registered Charity No. 266682 

Subscription Application/Renewal 
(for the year ending 30th September) 

To: Hon Treasurer, Mr Roger Ash, 37 Springfields, Colyford, E.Devon, EX24 6RE 
 
I/We* would like to join the Society*/renew our subscription*and pay  
£ …….  by Banker's Order (Banker's Order form enclosed) /Cheque* / PO*. 
I/we have not* received a copy of the latest Newsletter. 
(*Please delete as applicable) 

Minimum Subscription and Donation: 
●           £2.00 - Individual 
●           £3.00 - Two persons at the same address 
●           £0.50 - Junior (non-voting) member 
Name (In Block Capitals)…………………………………………Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 
Address:…………………………………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………Postcode:……………………….. 
Telephone Number:…………………………………..Date:……………………….. 
(Please note that membership records are held in computerised form. If you 
 have any objection to your details being held in this way, please notify the Treasurer.  
 
Gift Aid Declaration: Completing a Gift Aid Declaration ensures that we can make 
 the most of your subscription/donation. 
I, Title………… Forename……………………..Surname…………………………… 
Address………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………Postcode…………………………. 
To The Axe Vale and District Conservation Society. Please treat all 
subscriptions/donations that I have made in the past four years and all future 
subscriptions/donations that I make from this date as Gift Aid donations until I notify 
you otherwise.. 
 
Signature………………………………………Date………………………. 
 
NB. In each tax year you need to pay enough Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax to 
cover the amount of tax that we shall be claiming. At present we claim 25p in every £1.  
Please let us know if you no longer pay enough tax, if your name or address  
changes, or if you wish to cancel this declaration.  
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Mr R. Berreen   9 Rowan Drive, Seaton 
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(for Combpyne 
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Mr N. Croton   Gashay Farm, Hawkchurch 
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Mr E.D.Gordon   Kincora, Beer Road, Seaton 
Mrs H. Horley   Tucker's Orchard, Dalwood 
Mr R. How   21, Burnards Field, Colyton 
Mr R.J.Olliver   Lost Elms, 9 River View Close, Colyton 
Mr N.Yool   Forge Farm, Rock, Membury 
Mr & Mrs M. Payne  14 Dragons Mead, Axminster 
Mrs B. Pocock   3 Old Manor Gardens, Colyford 
Mrs P. Price   7 York Road, Seaton 
Mrs C. Sargent   Ruffles, Doatshayne Lane, Musbury 
Mrs A. Smith   18 Burnham Close, Seaton 
Mrs J. Stacey Buckthorn, Rocombe Cross, Axminster (for 

Raymonds Hill).  
Mrs E. Stonex Highcroft, Whitford Road, Kilmington 

Mr I. Waite   38 Durley Road, Seaton 

Mrs M. Waters   12 Talbot Road, Lyme Regis 
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